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Course:  Social Studies Grade 8 (Advanced)-Quarter 4

Unit:  Civil War and Reconstruction Length of Unit: 9 weeks

Title/Theme:  Civil War and Reconstruction
Social Studies Standards History 12.  Disputes over the nature of federalism, complicated by 

economic developments in the United States, resulted in sectional 
issues, including slavery, which led to the American Civil War.

Economics 24.  Choices made by individuals, businesses and 
governments have both present and future consequences.

History 13.  Key events and significant figures in American history 
influenced the course and outcome of the Civil War.  

History 14.  The Reconstruction period resulted in changes to the U.S. 
Constitution, an affirmation of federal authority and lingering social and 
political differences.

Geography 18.  Cultural biases, stereotypes and prejudices had social, 
political and economic consequences for minority groups and the 
population as a whole.

ELA Anchor Standards CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.6
Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's point of view 
or purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of 
particular facts).

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.10
By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social 
studies texts in the grades 6-8 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently.

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/10/
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Essential Questions ● What was the position of the different sections of the United 

States?
● What factors led to the Civil War?
● What battles changed the outcome of the war?
● What were the contributions of important individuals during the

Civil War?
● How was the Constitution changed during Reconstruction?
● What were the successes and challenges of the Reconstruction 

era?

Resources Texts:  Creating America and We the People
Quizlet (review activities)
Gimkit (review activities)
KaHoot! (review activities)

Formatives Exit Tickets
Graphic Organizers
Quizizz for formatives
Edpuzzle high interest videos with embedded questions
Actively Learn reading passages and questions aligned to standards
iCivics lessons and activities

Writing Tasks Short answer and extended response practice with higher level rubrics.

Key Vocabulary Tariffs
States’ Rights
Secession
Sectionalism
Emancipation
Black codes

Summative Advanced versions of assessments have high level thinking and more 
open ended questions.

Short cycle summative assessments (quizzes in Edcite)
Common Quarterly Assessment (Edcite)


