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ZMS Social Studies Grade 8 - Quarter 3

Unit: Expansion    Length of Unit 9 weeks

Title/Theme: Expansion   
Social Studies 
Standards

History 9.  Actions of early presidential administrations established a strong federal 
government, provided peaceful transitions of power and repelled a foreign invasion.

History 10.  The United States added to its territory through treaties and purchases.

History 11.  Westward expansion contributed to economic and industrial development, 
debates over sectional issues, war with Mexico and the displacement of American 
Indians. 

Economics 25.  The Industrial Revolution fundamentally changed the means of 
production as a result of improvement in technology, use of new power resources, the 
advent of interchangeable parts and the shift from craftwork to factory work.

Economics 26:  Governments can impact markets by means of spending, regulations, 
taxes and trade barriers.  

Geography 15.  Modern and historical maps and other geographic tools are used to 
analyze how historic events are shaped by geography.

Geography 16.  The availability of natural resources contributed to the geographic and 
economic expansion of the United States, sometimes resulting in unintended 
environmental consequences.

Geography 17.  The movement of people, products and ideas resulted in new patterns 
of settlement and land use that influenced the political and economic development of 
the United States.

ELA Anchor 
Standards

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.6
Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded 
language, inclusion or avoidance of particular facts).
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.7
Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with 
other information in print and digital texts.

Essential 
Questions

● What were the contributions of early presidential administrations?  
● How did the United States expand its territory?
● How did expansion lead to economic and industrial development?
● How did expansion lead to issues for Americans?

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/7/
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● How does geography contribute to historical events?
● How did natural resources shape expansion?
● What were the unintended environmental consequences of expansion?
● How was settlement shaped by land use and movement of products?

Resources Texts:  Creating America and We the People
Quizlet (review activities)
Gimkit (review activities)
KaHoot! (review activities)

Formatives Exit Tickets
Graphic Organizers
Quizizz for formatives
Edpuzzle high interest videos with embedded questions
Actively Learn reading passages and questions aligned to standards
iCivics lessons and activities

Writing Tasks Invention Analysis/Comparison

Key Vocabulary Precedents
neutrality
Federalists
Democratic-Republicans
Sedition
Embargo
Judicial review

Factory system
Interchangeable parts

Summatives Short cycle summative assessments (quizzes in Edcite)
Common Quarterly Assessment (Edcite)


