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Northlakes High School

Assessment Task 1
Year 9 Geography 
Subject/Course: Year 9 Geography 

Unit or Topic: Australia’s Environment
Assessment Task Number:  1

Assessment Task Name:  Natural Disaster Research Task

Weighting: 30%

Due Date: 3pm Friday 26th August 2016
Outcomes Assessed:
Objective One : Skills in acquiring processing and communicating geographical information

5.1    

Identifies, gathers and evaluates geographical information

5.2    

Analyses, organises and synthesises geographical information

5.3   
 
Selects and uses appropriate written, oral and graphic forms to communicate geographical information

Objective Four : Knowledge and understanding about how people and communities modify, and are affected by, the environment

5.6   Explains the geographical processes that form and transform Australian environments

5.7   Analyses the impacts of different perspectives on geographical issues at local, national and global scales

Task Description:  
Students are to research a natural disaster that has occurred in Australia. 

In report format you will use the following headings addressing each point: 

1. THE NATURAL DISASTER: A paragraph outlining the disaster. You are to include a map of Australia identifying where the natural disaster occurred. Your map must be appropriately labelled using BOLTS. You must also present a timeline that outlines the sequence of events leading up to and after the disaster. 
2. COMMUNITY IMPACT: Explain the types of impacts the natural disaster has had on the people of the community. 
3. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT: Outline the different types of environmental impacts the natural disaster had on the area it affected. You should use specific examples ie crop damage, local habitat damage.
4. ECONOMIC IMPACT: Discuss the economic impacts the natural disaster has had on the community. You will need to discuss the total cost of damage incurred by the community, including the impact on local businesses. 
5. RESPONSES: What were the responses from government agencies and Non-Government Organisations?
6. PRESENTATION 
· Please provide pictures and illustrations. 

· Neat and tidy. Clearly label with your name and class. Clearly label all subheadings. 

· Provide a Bibliography. All internet references must be the URL. Plagiarism is the copying and using of material by other people as though it was your own. Ensure that all sources are acknowledged in your Bibliography. Plagiarism will result in the loss of marks and possible failure of the task
· Make sure your name and class is on ALL parts of your assignment.

Submission requiremenTS

· This is a compulsory assignment for all Year 9 Geography students.

· This assignment is worth 30% Yearly Mark.

· This task therefore has a significant influence on your final ranking within the year group. 

· Non-completion of this task may result in a poor grade or an N-Award in Geography
· DO NOT simply download or copy information from the Internet or from written texts. This is called PLAGIARISM and will be heavily penalised. Plagiarism is easily detected using Internet search engines.

· A TECHNOLOGY problem will NOT be a valid excuse for the late submission of work. All work must be submitted on time. Late assignments will be given a penalty of 10% each day, as this is unfair to those students who submit their work on time 

· Completed assignments must be submitted early if a student knows that he or she will be absent on the due date

· You will sign and date a faculty record when you receive and submit your task. If you have a legitimate reason for not submitting your assignment on time, you must provide either a medical certificate, or a statutory declaration signed by a Justice of the Peace. A note will not suffice.

Marking Rubric
	The Natural Disaster
	Marks
	Mark

	A detailed paragraph outlining the disaster including where, when, who, how, why. Obvious extended research and investigation; makes judgements/analyses; uses own words 

Signs of extended research and investigation; limited analysis/judgements; mainly own words

Basic research skills; no analysis/judgements; 

No evidence of extended (two terms) research; straightforward plagiarism
	10 
6-9

1-5

0
	

	A clearly labelled map with BOLTS
	5
	

	A comprehensive timeline of at least 6 events.
	5
	

	Community Impact.
	
	

	Clearly explains the types of impacts on the people 

Describes the types of impacts on the people

Attempts to describe the types of impacts on the people
	3
2

1
	

	Environmental Impact
	
	

	Clearly outlines the different types of environmental impacts the natural disaster had on the area it affected.

Outlines the different types of environmental impacts the natural disaster had on the area it affected.

Attempts to outline the different types of environmental impacts the natural disaster had on the area it affected.
	3

2

1
	

	Economic issues
	
	

	Clearly discusses the economic cost to the community

Describes the economic cost to the community

Attempts to describe the economic cost to the community
	3

2

1
	

	Responses of Government and NGOs
	
	

	Clearly discusses the responses of the NGOs
Describes the responses of the Government and NGOs
Attempts to describe the responses of the Government and NGOs
	3

2

1
	

	Presentation.
	
	

	Excellent Presentation: clearly labelled, innovative, thoughtful and colourful. 

Very good presentation: labelled, thoughtful and colourful. 

Good presentation: planned, generally neat, 

Fair presentation: may be planned but poorly executed

Poor presentation: no planning, untidy, no title
	9 – 10
7 – 8

5 – 6

3 – 4

0 - 2
	

	Bibliography
	
	

	Range of sources; extensive and varied bibliography. 

Limited range of sources.

Only one source cited in bibliography.

No bibliography.
	3

2

1

0
	

	Total


	45
	


