
Washington School District 
Cyber Academy

Parent Q&A Meeting
Monday, August 3rd

6:00 PM via ZOOM



Agenda
● Overview of Full-time Cyber Academy
● Edgenuity Platform (5th-12th grade)
● Compass Platform (K-4th grade)
● What about students with special 
learning needs?

● Enrollment and Cyber Orientation
● Parent Questions



OUR CYBER TEAM
Denise Bird: Cyber Coordinator
Total number of years teaching: 30 (private and public school)
How many years with the Washington School District: 10
How many years doing cyber: 8
College(s)/degree(s): W&J B.A. in Psychology and Sociology, California University of Pa M.A. in 
Special Education and Elementary Education, Carlow College AMS Montessori Certification
Certifications:  Special Education, Elementary Certification, Mid-level Math, Mid-level Science
School activities you are involved in: Pres Prep Tutoring, Credit Recovery, ESY Summer 
Program, Special Education Transition Coordinator

Lee Bigelow: Secondary Math (Substituting for Siobhan Visser)
Total number of years teaching: 8
How many years with the district:  7
How many years doing cyber: First year
College(s)/degree(s):  Bachelor’s in Math Education
School activities you are involved in: Jr High Student Council Advisor, Co-
curriculum leader for Jr High math, Cross Country coach

Darlene Bleier: Special Education (Mid-level)
Total number of years teaching: 17
How many years with the district:  7 
How many years doing cyber: 2
College(s)/degree(s): Penn State University BS Special Education K-12, George Mason 
University MS in curriculum and instruction/Reading Specialist, Certified in Special Education k-
12, Reading Specialist k-12, English 7-12, Social Studies 7-12, Middle-level math 7-9, Middle-
level science 7-9
School activities you are involved in: Washington Ski Club 

Kathie Bosnic:  Special Education (Life Skills, Elementary)
Total number of years teaching: 17
How many years w/ the district: 8
College(s)/degree(s): Duquesne University
School activities you are involved in: Life Skills programs
What I like about the cyber program for families: It gives families flexibility

Lisa Brand:  Elementary Computers
Total number of years teaching: 20+
How many years w/ the district: 17
College(s)/degree(s): Geneva College, BA Elementary Education, MS in Instructional Technology
School activities you are involved in: Innovation Huddle Coding for 5th/6th grades (Jerome Bettis 
Foundation)

Julia Calder:  French I, II, III,  World Languages (8th)
Total number of years teaching: 12
How many years w/ the district: 11
How many years doing cyber: 4
College(s)/degree(s): Penn State University, BS in Applied French, West Chester University, MA in 
French 
School activities you are involved in: French Club, Key Club, Prom Adviser, Yearbook, help plan 
Homecoming 
What I like about the cyber program for families: It provides an option for the students in the district to 
take cyber classes within our district, as opposed to a cyber program run elsewhere. The cyber 
students in our program are still involved with our community, even though they aren’t attending school 
in person. 

Treg Campbell:  Secondary English, HS Electives
Total number of years teaching: 10
How many years w/ the district: 10
College(s)/degree(s): University of Pittsburgh, Bachelor's Degree in English Education / Children's 
Literature Certificate / Master's Degree in English Education
School activities you are involved in: Freshman Class Sponsor, Inaugural Teacher Induction, Prexie 
Musical Theater, and Seats on Multiple Committees



CYBER TEAM (CON’T)
Patti Coleman:  Mid-level Science

Alexandra Cottom:  Chemistry, Adv Chemistry, Forensics
Total number of years teaching: 2
How many years with the district: 2
How many years doing cyber: 2
College(s)/degree(s): Bachelor's of Science in Chemistry from The University of Pittsburgh; 
Master's of Education - Science Education from Saint Vincent College
School activities you are involved in: Cheer Coach
What I like about the cyber program for families: It offers flexibility for students  who would like 
additional classes or who work at different paces.

Joy Daviduk:  Special Education, Secondary English, Wash Co. Jail
Total number of years teaching: 17
How many years with the district: 3
How many years doing cyber: 2
College(s)/degree(s):Washington & Jefferson BA English/Secondary Education; Waynesburg 
University/ MA Teaching, MS Special Education, Behavior Specialist License
School activities you are involved in: PBIS, Extended School Year, Credit Recovery
What I like about the cyber program:  I enjoy the communication between student, parent and 
Educator because it is consistent and creates a learning environment that is conducive to educating 
the students and preparing them for transition to their lives after school

Jeff Devenney: Biology, Adv Biology, Botany, Anatomy & Physiology
Total number of years teaching: 27
How many years with the district: 23
How many years doing cyber: 5
College(s)/degree(s):Bachelor’s in Biology and Education
School activities you are involved in:  Raising my own kids

Laura Dowiak: Art (Elementary, Jr High, HS)
Total number of years teaching: 12
How many years with the district: 12
How many years doing cyber: 3
College(s)/degree(s): Bachelor’s Degree in Art Education, Masters Degree in Education
School activities you are involved in: School Wide Positive Behavior Team
What I like about the cyber program for families: I love that the Cyber Program provides flexibility for 
students and families.

Dan Fauth:  Career Planning I, II, Smart Futures/339 Plan (High School)

Jessica Gardner:  Mid-level English
Total number of years teaching: 10
How many years with the district: 9
How many years doing cyber: 9
College(s)/degree(s): Westminster College/Elementary K-6/Special Education N-12 and California University 
of PA/ Masters of Education and Teacher Leadership 
School activities you are involved in: Cyber program/Credit Recovery

Kellie Geiges:  Elementary 

Debbie Griffin:  Elementary
Total number of years teaching: 28
How many years with the district: 28
How many years doing cyber: 1
College(s)/degree(s): Bachelor’s in Early Childhood and Elementary Education
School activities you are involved in: Afterschool, Musical, Breakfast w/ the Bunny, Game Manager

Katy Hofrichter: Secondary Social Studies, Secondary English, HS Electives
Total number of years teaching: 11
How many years w/ the district: 7

How many years doing cyber: 4.
College(s)/degree(s): University of Pittsburgh, BA History and Secondary Social Studies
Masters of Education K-12 Reading Specialist
School activities you are involved in: Girls Who Code in HS and Jr. High, Prexie Performers Assistant Director
What I like about the cyber program for families:I appreciate that Washington School District provides students with 
the option to learn in cyber classes. The program allows students to work at the time of day and the pace that 
optimizes their learning in each course that they choose. Taking responsibility of their own schedules and maintaining 
their own motivation is empowering to every learner!



CYBER TEAM (CON’T)
Barbie Johnston Jones:  Secondary English, HS Electives
Total number of years teaching: 28
How many years with the district: 27
How many years doing cyber: 10+
College(s)/degree(s): BA in Elementary Education, MA Reading specialist K-college/Secondary 
English
School activities you are involved in: Prexie Academy, English department chair, WEA president 
2018-2020
What I like about the cyber program for families: I like that cyber programs offer a chance for 
flexibility.  It offers a chance for students to catch up on credits if they have transferred in from 
another district.

Brandy LaQuatra:  Secondary English, HS Electives
Total number of years teaching: 16
How many years with the Washington School District: 16
How many years doing cyber: first year 
College(s)/degree(s): Carlow College:  BA in English and Creative Writing, Carlow College: 
Secondary Education, English Certification  
School activities you are involved in: Director of the Prexie Performers
Sarah Laslo:  Elementary

Erin Moore: Mid-level Social Studies

Sally Moore:  Mid-level Science, Mid-level Math

Jessica Ott:  Spanish I, II, III, World Languages (8th)

Megan Roach: Special Education (Life Skills, Secondary)

Tiffenie Russell:  Elementary, Mid-level Math
Total number of years teaching: 9
How many years with the district: 9
How many years doing cyber: 8
College(s)/degree(s): California University of PA, Certifications: Elementary Education, Middle School 
Math, & Special Education

Kellie Ryburn:  HS Phys Ed, Health 1, 2

Jocelyn Sabruno:  Spanish I, II, III, World Languages (8th)

Andrew Spargur: Elementary, Mid-level Math
Total number of years teaching: 11
How many years with the Washington School District: 8
How many years doing cyber: 1
College(s)/degree(s): Waynesburg University/Bachelors in Education
School activities you are involved in: Assistant Baseball Coach, Junior High Math Curriculum Leader

Corbi Spargur:  Family Consumer Science, Web Design
Total number of years teaching: 10
How many years w/ the district: 8
How many years doing cyber: 7
College(s)/degree(s): Waynesburg University / Bachelors in Education
What I like about the cyber program for families: I love the flexibility that cyber provides for families.



CYBER TEAM (CON’T)
Sarah Sproul:  Mid-level Social Studies, English as a Second Language
Total number of years teaching: 10
How many years w/ the district: 7
How many years doing cyber: 2
College(s)/degree(s): B.A. MVNU, M.Ed. CalU
School activities you are involved in: Working with and supporting our ESL Families.
What I like about the cyber program for families: I like that cyber allows students and families 
the flexibility to learn in an environment and pace that is suitable to them.  It also allows our 
traditional students to take classes that otherwise would not fit into their schedule.

Devon Strimel:  Smart Futures/339 Plan  (Elementary - Jr High Cyber)

Rob Strnisha:  Physics, Consumer Math, Intro to Computers, Computer 
Applications

Chaleece Trapuzzano:  Special Education (Elementary)

Siobhan VIsser (Semester 2):  Secondary Math
Total number of years teaching: 16
How many years w/ the district: 16
How many years doing cyber: 5
College(s)/degree(s): Bachelors of Science in Mathematics from St. Francis University, Masters 
of Arts in Teaching from California University of PA
School activities you are involved in: Future Teachers of America and National Honor Society

Michelle Wendell:   Elementary, Mid-level Health and Phys Ed
Total number of years teaching: 16 
How many years w/ the district: 13 
How many years doing cyber: 5
College(s)/degree(s): Slippery Rock University-BS in Health and Physical Ed., MS ED in 
Elementary Reading and Mathematics, PreK-4 Elementary Education



Attendance while enrolled in Prexie Cyber Academy

EDGENUITY PLATFORM (grades 5 -12)

Because the Edgenuity platform is 
asynchronous, it keeps track of the 
hours students spend logged into 
the program.  Students can work 
between Sunday and Saturday of any 
given week to get the required 25 
hours completed.  Students must be 
actively working (it records idle 
time as well) and will easily 
progress through their courses if 
they work 25 hours each week.

CO MPASS PLATFOR M (grades K -4)

Because the Compass program 
incorporates both synchronous and 
asynchronous work, student 
attendance will be logged both by 
their time spent on the computer as 
well as completion of daily 
activities from their binder and 
“specials” classes logs.  Parents 
will turn completed off-line work 
in either by scanning or in person.



Skills & habits important to cyber school 

Know how 
to use 
website

BE SELF-
MOTIVATED

(set a schedule 
and stick to it)

Email 
teachers 
as needed

Find a 
balance



EDGENUITY



Edgenuity
Website where ALL 
cyber school classes 
are located for grades 
5-12 

WEBSITE: 
learn.edgenuity.com

https://auth.edgenuity.com/Login/

https://www.edgenuity.com/video-
library/?vid=5978276525001

https://auth.edgenuity.com/Login/
https://www.edgenuity.com/video-library/?vid=5978276525001


Courses through EDGENUITY have been customized by Washington School 
District teachers to align with the scope and sequence of courses in the 
brick-and-mortar school. . .
*This allows for an easy 
transition if a student chooses 
to go from one program to the 
other

*This ensures that all students 
are receiving an equitable 
learning experience no matter 
which model they choose

*This provides students with a 
consistent and continuous 
education even through these 
uncertain times



Student Login
Students easily log into the program in 
one place -- where all classes and 
activities can be located.

https://auth.edgenuity.com/Login/Login/family

Family Portal
Families can log on to see detailed 
reports of their student’s attendance, 
grades, progress and time spent working.

https://auth.edgenuity.com/Login/Login/family




Washington Cyber Academy students are PREXIES!!
All full time cyber students are encouraged to participate 
in extracurricular activities! Attendance and            
grade eligibility requirements still apply.





Compass
Website where ALL 
cyber school classes 
are located for 
grades K-4 

STUDENT DEMO: 
https://svtube.svsd.net/play/?id=uy2veta8m3

https://moodle.svsd.net/pluginfile.
php/1680109/mod_resource/content/1/
Full%20Compass%20Walkthrough.wmv

https://svtube.svsd.net/play/?id=uy2veta8m3


Sample Schedule for Elementary through COMPASS:
ONLINE COURSES FOR GRADES K -4 (on the computer):

* ELA
* WRITING
* MATH
* SOCIAL SCIENCES

Lessons and assessments are completed online. Students can work at their own pace, but this is typically about 
2.5-3 hours each day.  The times these can be completed are flexible and can work with the family’s schedule.

BINDER MATERIALS FOR GRADES K - 4 (not on the computer):
*Table of contents for each subject
*Worksheets/activities that go with online lessons 
*Writing practice
*Specials log (Phys Ed, Art, Library and Music)

Students can work on these throughout the day --typically about 2 hours each day.  They can choose from 
several activities to complete their specials requirements.



Sample Logs for Music, Art, Physical Education, Library



What about students who have an IEP, students with a 504 
plan, ESL students, or students who are GIFTED?
PATHBLAZER: Pathblazer from Compass Learning: Product Tour

HYBRIDGE: Hybridge from Compass Learning: Product Tour

All students who have IEPs, 504 plans, who get ESL services 
and who have GIEPs will continue to be provided with 
services, accommodations and modifications as determined by 
the team, whether they are in school or completing their work 
full-time through the Cyber Academy.

Mrs. Herrnberger, WSD Director of Special Education, will be hosting a meeting on Wednesday, August 5th 
at 6:00 PM to discuss any parent concerns regarding Special Education services.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LhfRgzfixJw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fdzHSvCbJJI


Contacting your student’s 
cyber teachers: Mrs. Bird - Cyber Coordinator K -

12 (available as needed)

TBD - Elementary Cyber 
Supervisor (available as needed)

Edgenuity and Compass cyber 
teachers will each have a Cyber 
REMIND and Google Classroom 
to provide students with online 
tutoring and support as needed.

We are very proud to be able to 
use our own Washington School 
District teachers as our 
“teachers of record” for both 
Compass and Edgenuity.  Since 
our district utilizes its own 
teachers, please be patient 
while we work out individual 
teacher schedules.  If teachers 
are not available to you during 
the day, please send a message 
via REMIND and they will get 
back to you at the end of the 
school day.



SCHOOL CALENDAR:
Full-time cyber students follow the 
same school calendar -- however, 
they are also able to work through 
any “off” days if they so choose, 
and they don’t have to worry about 
inclement weather delays and 
cancellations.  

GRADING:
The end of each nine weeks applies 
to full-time cyber students as well 
- and final grades will be entered 
into PowerSchool at the end of each 
quarter.  Students must complete 
each nine weeks course to 100% 
completion to earn “actual” grade.



Enrollment and Orientation for 
full-time cyber students

1. Please go to the school website and click the link that says “I would like to enroll in 
WSD Cyber”.

1. We would like families who are interested in full-time cyber to enroll by FRIDAY, 
AUGUST 7th.

1. We will be in contact to set up a parent/student meeting -- by appointment -- to 
complete paperwork, get your child’s device (Chromebook or tablet) and go over the 
orientation requirements and technology mini-lessons.



Testimonials
· Washington’s cyber program truly changed the rest of my high school career. The curriculum was easy to navigate and it was very helpful to know my teachers were a phone call or email 
away. I was able to maintain working two jobs and participating in extracurricular activities all while being in school. I had previously used an outside cyber school, and had a lot of 
difficulty because the teachers were so difficult to reach and were not truly on my side or willing to help. Washington’s cyber program changed all that. –L.Carruthers, 2020 Wash High 
graduate

· My oldest son has been using Washington’s cyber program for 3 years now. He absolutely loves the program and is able to work at his own pace and faster if he likes. He is now going 
into 11th grade and we are going to continue the cyber program with him. Our family has also decided to enroll his younger two brothers in the full-time program as well due to recent 
events happening around the world with the virus. Their father and I feel that it is in our family’s best interest for them to learn at home and not get behind. Their grandmother, who lives 
with us, is at high risk as is our older son. We feel very confident in the WSD cyber program for our entire family with the continued achievements and success with our oldest! -
A.Overton, mother of 8th, 9th and 11th grade cyber students

· Washington’s cyber program has many benefits. The cyber coordinator is very helpful with keeping students on track, always available to answer any questions I had, and helped with 
reminders of due dates, etc. I was able to pace myself and work whatever time of day worked for me, as I have had multiple concussions. I liked it because you weren’t tied to an actual 
school day schedule. – O.Wadding, 2020 Wash High graduate

· The things I liked most about Washington’s cyber program is that we had more time to complete assignments than if we were in the classroom. We were required to complete 25 hours of 
work each week, but at our own pace and schedule. The thing I personally liked the most from the program is that they gave you the links to different websites with different information. 
I also liked being at home while doing schoolwork, because it made me feel comfortable being in an environment that I know. – R.Crosby, 2020 Wash High graduate

· I really like Washington’s cyber program because it seemed like it was easier without a lot of people/friends around to distract me. I was able to actually think of what some of the 
questions were asking me. I like the cyber program a lot, and I got better grades that what I would have in school. -- B.Dingle, 11th grade cyber student

· We had such a good experience starting on cyber for the first time. Staff was informative and made things extremely easy on our part. The cost for a summer course is very affordable  
and we appreciate the opportunity that the cyber program has given our daughter to enable her to better her future. – R.Day, parent of 9th grader taking an acceleration course over the 
summer



Contact with questions 
about FULL-TIME CYBER:
Denise Bird
birdd@prexie.us
724-825-8560

Contact with questions 
about the HYBRID model:
K-2nd Mrs. Zebrasky: zebrasky@prexie.us

3rd-6th Mr. Vaccaro: vaccaro@prexie.us

7th-8th Mr. Magnotta: magnottal@prexie.us

9th-12th Mr. Henderson: 
hendersonc@prexie.us

mailto:birdd@prexie.us
mailto:zebrasky@prexie.us
mailto:vaccaro@prexie.us
mailto:magnottal@prexie.us
mailto:henderson@prexie.us
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Please go to the school website and click the link that says “I would like to enroll in WSD Cyber”.





We would like families who are interested in full-time cyber to enroll by FRIDAY, AUGUST 7th.

We will be in contact to set up a parent/student meeting -- by appointment -- to complete paperwork, get your child’s device (Chromebook or tablet) and go over the orientation requirements and technology mini-lessons.
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