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To create a world-class educational system that gives students 

the knowledge and skills to be successful in college and the 

workforce, and to flourish as parents and citizens

VISION

To provide leadership through the development of policy and 

accountability systems so that all students are prepared to 

compete in the global community

MISSION

Mississippi Department of Education
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State Board of Education Goals  FIVE-YEAR STRATEGIC PLAN FOR 2016-2020
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Every 

Child Has 

Access

to a High-

Quality Early 

Childhood 

Program 

3

All 

Students 

Proficient 

and Showing 

Growth in All 

Assessed

Areas 

1

Every 

School Has 

Effective 

Teachers and 

Leaders 
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Every 

Student 

Graduates

from High 

School and 

is Ready for 

College and 

Career 

2

Every

School and 

District is 

Rated “C” or 

Higher 
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Every 

Community 

Effectively 

Uses a 

World-Class 

Data System 

to Improve 

Student 

Outcomes 
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Session Goals

• Review reports for the LAS Links Assessment

• Review steps for writing a Language Service Plan (LSP)
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New English Learner Guidelines

Components Include:

• Federal Education Grants that can 

Support EL Students

• Instructional Strategies

• Administrator Supports

• USDE Dear Colleague Letter, Civil 

Rights of English Learners
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Keep in mind

“Learning another language is not only learning different 

words for the same things, but learning another way to think 

about things.” 

‒ Flora Lewis

6



LAS Links

English Language Proficiency Test
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LAS Links Assessment
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LAS Links is the Language Assessment System Test:

• Measures the speaking, listening, reading, writing, and 

comprehension skills of K–12 students; 

• Includes a screener that serves as Mississippi’s initial placement 

test; and,

• Has an End of Year assessment given in the spring (100% of ELs 

must be tested)



LAS Links Supports
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Each school has the following materials to help you understand the many 

reports available for each child: 

• Interpretation guide (contains letters for parents available in different 

languages); 

• Digital Assessment Library; and,

• Instructional Library provided by LAS Links.

Note:  If you do not have these items in your building, contact your District 

Test Coordinator.



LAS Links Instructional Library

• Contains a comprehensive collection of instructional 

materials to assist with the instruction of English Learners

• Should be shared with teachers, parents and students
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SharePoint 

Access Path: MDE Office of Student Assessment

SharePoint   Public Access Special Populations 

English Learners

• LAS Links Blue Print

• LAS Links Overview

• Proficiency Level Descriptors

• Subskills and objectives
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LAS Links Supports

• LAS Links Blue Print gives skill areas, language content strands, and sub-

skill areas/subtests for the different tested grade bands.

• LAS Links Overview provides the scope and sequence for the tested 

domains along with the subskills in the different tested grade spans.

• Proficiency Level Descriptors provide information to teachers as to what 

ELs can do at each proficiency level by grade level.

• Subskills and Objectives can be found in the LAS Links Online 

Instructional Library under standards and blueprints. This breaks down the 

LAS Links Standards Subskills in each of the four domains by grade level.
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Reports

Sample LAS Links

Student Proficiency Reports, Roster 

Reports,  Strand Reports
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The Student Proficiency Report 
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All teachers 

with EL 

students 

need to be 

given this 

data at the 

beginning 

of 

every 

school 

year.



LAS Links Overview 
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Student Proficiency Report
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Student Proficiency Report
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Reading Vocabulary Subskills
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Reading Lexile Report
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Roster Report
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Home Report
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Exit Criteria

An English Learner student may exit the program when the student:

• scores 4-5 on the Reading section of the LAS Links, and 

• scores 4-5 on the Writing section of the LAS Links, and

• scores 4-5 overall on the LAS Links

A student must be monitored for 4 years once they have exited the 

program. 
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Service Plan

Writing a Language 
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Language Service Plans
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Language Service Plan

Purpose of the Language Service Plan (LSP)

• Provides a clear outline of the instruction and changes that are 

needed to ensure that consistent, coherent services are provided to 

English Learners (EL)

• Documents the goals for each of the four domains (speaking, 

listening, reading, and writing) specific to the needs of the student 

based upon available data and parent/teacher consultations

• Documents the needed accommodations for specific assessments

•
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Writing a Language Service Plan

Essential Considerations:

• Compare longitudinal testing information from LAS Links or other 

English Language Proficiency Tests

• Utilize information from all the data available (MAAP, English, 

Science, benchmark, grades, etc.)

• Consult with general education and content area teachers for input 

regarding student performance

• Consider the degree of language proficiency
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Developing a Language Service Plan
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• The Mississippi Department of Education requires each student 

designated as an EL student to have a Language Service Plan 

(LSP)

• This also includes students whose parents have opted out of EL 

services

• The plan should be developed by the Student Evaluation Team 

(SET).  This team should include the classroom teacher, counselor, 

EL teacher, principal, and parent

• The team should meet quarterly to evaluate the student’s progress



Developing a Language Service Plan
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Part I:

The information above may be obtained from the student’s 

enrollment information.



Developing a Language Service Plan
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Part I:

It is important to provide the date a student

first enrolled in a U.S. school, not a school 

in your district.



Developing a Language Service Plan
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Part I:

An immigrant student:

• is aged 3-21

• was not born in any state in the U.S.

• has not been attending one or more schools in any one                                                                        

or more states for more than 3 full academic years



Developing a Language Service Plan
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Part II:

The above information may be obtained from the student’s 

cumulative record or by contacting the student’s prior school district.



Developing a Language Service Plan
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Part III:

The above information may be obtained from the student’s 

report card or cumulative record.



Developing a Language Service Plan
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Part IV:

The above information may be obtained from the student’s 

LAS Links Report.  You may copy this page and attach it if space is 

needed to post additional ELPT scores for Long Term ELs. 

A student that has not exited after 5 years is considered a 

Long Term EL.



Developing a Language Service Plan
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Part V:

The above information may be obtained through the student’s 

LAS Links Placement Test.  



Developing a Language Service Plan
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Part V:

This information should be determined by the Student Evaluation Team.



Developing a Language Service Plan
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Part V:

The teacher for this course must have one of the following endorsements:

115, 117, 119, 177.



Developing a Language Service Plan
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Part V:

The student is still identified as an EL student and must be identified in 

MSIS as EL and will take LAS Links annually.



Developing a Language Service Plan
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Part V:

A student who has not exited the EL program after 5 years is identified

as a Long Term English Learner.



Developing a Language Service Plan
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Part V:

List measurable goals for each language domain.



Developing a Language Service Plan
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Part VI:

Refer to the Mississippi Testing Accommodations Manual for a list 

of allowable accommodations.  These accommodations should be 

provided in the classroom.  An accommodation not given in the 

classroom should not be given on a state assessment.
http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/docs/student-assessment/2017-mississippi-testing-accomodations-

manual_20171005.pdf?sfvrsn=2

http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/docs/student-assessment/2017-mississippi-testing-accomodations-manual_20171005.pdf?sfvrsn=2


Classroom Accommodations
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Developing a Language Service Plan
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Part VII:

All accommodations listed above are classroom accommodations; 

however, not all classroom accommodations may be used on state

assessments.



Developing a Language Service Plan
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Part VIII:

Please ensure all members of the Student Evaluation Team 

sign the completed Language Service Plan.  A copy of the plan

should be given to the student’s teachers and a copy must 

be placed in the student’s cumulative record.



Monitor Status

• Monitor academic progress

• Monitoring must be conducted and documented every 9 weeks

• Exited EL students not progressing academic needs must be 

evaluated for additional supports such as:

- reassessment of the need for EL services (documentation of 

reasons for re-entering EL program and parental consent are 

needed prior to reentry)

- TST meeting for possible intervention at Tier II or III level
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Exit/Monitor Status Documentation
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Part I:

An exited EL student may still have a parent or guardian

at home that is not fluent in English and still needs translated

material sent home in their native language.



Exit/Monitor Status Documentation
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Part II:

A district must monitor a former EL student’s progress in 

the classroom and on state assessments for four years.



Exit/Monitor Status Documentation
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Part III:

Please document all services provided for struggling former EL
students.  A student should not be placed in the EL program

without given the LAS Links Placement Test. Parents must be 
notified should the student qualify for re-entry. 



LSP Activity

• Work with a partner to analyze the given LSP(s)

• Chart positives and areas of growth for the given LSP(s)

• Be prepared to share your findings with the group
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LSP Reminders

• LSPs can be changed as needed throughout the school 

year to meet the student’s changing needs

• LSPs should be signed by EL teacher, general education 

teacher, administrator and the student’s parent

• Copies should be given to the general education teacher 

for assisting and understanding of the child’s language 

acquisition goals as well as the  implementation of testing 

accommodations
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English Language Proficiency Test
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Intervention Services Page
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English Learner Contacts

Instruction

LeighAnne Cheeseman

Assistant State Literacy Coordinator

English Learner Coordinator (K-3) 

lcheeseman@mdek12.org

Intervention

Sandra Elliott 

English Learner Intervention Support 

Specialist

(Pre K – 12)

selliott@mdek12.org

g

Federal Guidelines

Gwendolyn King

Coordinator, English Learner Guidelines 

and Regulations & Title III

gking@mdek12.org
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Student Intervention Supports

Bureau Director

Robin Lemonis

rlemonis@mdek12.org

Elementary Specialist

Laurie Weathersby

lweathersby@mdek12.org

Secondary Specialist

Jayda Brantley

jbrantley@mdek12.org

English Learner Specialist

Sandra Elliott (PreK – 12)

selliott@mdek12.org

Gifted Coordinator

Jen Cornett 

jcornett@mdek12.org

Technology Specialist

Melissa Banks

mbanks@mdek12.org
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Sandra C. Elliott

English Learner Intervention Support Specialist

selliott@mdek12.org

601-454-6468
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