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Mission Statement

“Language and communication are at the heart of the human experience. The United
States must educate students who are equipped linguistically and culturally to
communicate successfully in a pluralistic American society and abroad. This imperative
envisions a future in which ALL students will develop and maintain proficiency in
English and at least one other language, modern, or classical.”

-Standards for Foreign Language Learning:
Preparing for the 21* Century

New Jersey World Language Core Curriculum Standards

In 1995, New Jersey enacted the Strategic Plan for Systemic Improvement of
Education to ensure the development and assessment of rigorous academic standards
throughout the state. On May 1, 1996, the New Jersey State Board of Education adopted
61 core curriculum content standards in seven academic and five workplace readiness
areas. The inclusion of two world language standards represented a key moment in the
“evolution” of the study of world languages in New Jersey. For the first time in this
state’s history, World Languages was recognized as an essential component of the core
curriculum for all students. The study of world lahguages has assumed a new role as an
integral part of the school curriculum that, as in other content areas, will span the entire
spectrum of K-12 education, This new scope and sequence of language instruction
emphasizes knowledge about second language acquisition, the importance of
communication, and the relationship between culture and language as a new basis for
program development. The ability “to communicate at a basic literacy level in at least one
language other than English” (Standard 7.1) and “to demonstrate an understanding of the
interrelationship between language and culture” (Standard 7.2) is now considered to be
one of the hallmarks of a well-educated citizen in the state of New Jersey.

-New Jersey State Department of Education/ New Jersey
World Language Curriculum Framework



Philosophy

World languages represent a key component of the educational process in a global
society. As we move through the new millennium, global communication becomes
increasingly important. A broad global environment and increasingly sophisticated
technology make it necessary for us to become citizens of the world who are able to
express ourselves in more than one language. By interweaving language and culture, we
seek to prepare students to live and work in a multi-faceted society. World language
study actively promotes the students’ proficiency and develops their knowledge of and
sensitivity to other cultures.

Acquiring a second language involves a progression of activities from
comprehensible input of authentic language through guided and/or structured activities to
comprehensible expressive output. In order to facilitate a continuous learning process, the
vocabulary, structures, and functions are re-entered and spiraled throughout the program.
A variety of strategies which target different learning styles and multiple intelligences
address the various needs of the wide range of students. The overall goal is for students to
participate actively in the learning experience and to be able to use the target language for
meaningful communication. This is successfully achieved through the TPR approach.
The Total Physical Response method provides students with an authentic and interactive
approach of learning a second language.

As we move away from a textbook approach. A theme-based instruction
curriculum focuses on communicative proficiency in the target language. Which presents
meaningful linguistic and cultural content, through a variety of age appropriate learning
activities, designed to motivate and actively engage the students as contributors to the
learning process.

The goal of the Orange Township World Languages program is to prepare its
students for authentic second language use in real world situations and to encourage the
appreciation of other cultures. By learning how to interact appropriately with peoples of
diverse cultures, the students can become productive members of the world community,
as well as, the ethnically diverse neighborhoods of the world.



Introduction

The World Language Curriculum K to 12" grade has been written to
serve as a guide to ALL the languages taught in the Orange Public Schools.

This Curriculum is based on Thematic Units. There are four thematic
units for each grade. All thematic units contain different topics that have
been compiled and carefully planned to create a theme.

All thematic units have time lines and a final assessment for the
completion of the theme. The summative assessment consists of a final
project that is based on a written and oral presentation. A rubric has been
created to evaluate the final project of each theme.

The format of this Curriculum consists of:

Scope and sequence: each topic outlines the vocabulary and
activities for the teacher to follow.

Culture: cultural capsules (perspectives, products, practices)
from the target countries relevant to the theme have been
incorporated to each unit.

Content Connections: connections of content disciplines that
are studied in the unit are outlined.

Grammar: general grammar points are suggested to the
languages that may apply.

Assessment formative & summative: formative assessments
are suggested after each topic throughout the unit. A
summative and final project is provided for the completion of
each unit.

Resources: materials needed during the unit are suggested.
Technology: the use of technology and research based projects
are recommended and incorporated in each unit.
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