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Line. A line is an identifiable path created by a point 
moving in space. It is one-dimensional and can vary in 
width, direction, and length. Lines often define the 
edges of a form. Lines can be horizontal, vertical, or 
diagonal, straight or curved, thick or thin
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Stages of Clay:

Slip: clay mixed with water. Used for joining clay, slip trailing, and slip 

casting. 

Plastic: soft clay that can be molded and formed. Used for hand building 

and wheel throwing. 

Leatherhard: clay that has dried and hardened some. Used for 

handbuilding.

Bone Dry: clay that is completely dry and very fragile. Ready to be fired in 

the kiln or recycled. Clay until the end of this stage is called greenware.

Bisqueware: clay that has been fired once in a kiln. It cannot be recycled. 

Ready to be fired.

Glazeware: clay that has been glazed and fired in a kiln. It cannot be 

recycled. 





Clay 101
Stages of Clay:

Slip: clay mixed with _____________. Used for ______________ clay, slip trailing, and slip casting. 

Plastic: soft clay that can be _______________ and formed. Used for hand building and ______________ throwing. 

Leatherhard: clay that has ____________ and hardened some. Used for handbuilding.

Bone Dry: clay that is ______________ dry and very _______________. Ready to be ______________ in the kiln or ________________. 

Clay until the end of this stage is called _____________________.

Bisqueware: clay that has been _____________ once in a kiln. It cannot be _________________. Ready to be _________________.

Glazeware: clay that has been glazed and fired in a __________________. It cannot be recycled. 

Rules:
Clay will _________ if it’s exposed to air. Cover it completely with _______________!

Clay ________________ is BAD to breathe. Keep the room clean! 

If you want clay to stick together, you MUST _________________! 

Solid pieces take a LONG time to ______________ and might explode, ______________ them out! 

Clay _________________ as it dries and even more when it is fired because water evaporates.



Vocab:

Kiln: used to ________________ clay. Our clay is fired to __________ degrees Fahrenheit. 

Slab: clay rolled _____________ and even.

Coil: clay rolled into a ______________ like shape.

Pinch pot: clay pinched into a _______________ shape with your hands.

Wedging: kneading clay to mix it together and remove _________________. 

Throwing: using a pottery ________________. 

Trimming: removing extra clay from the ________________ of a leather hard pot. 

Underglaze: basically colored _______________. Can be mixed, is not ___________. Can be used on 

the ____________ of a piece. Can be used on greenware and _________________. 

Glaze: glossy coating that has been ________________ onto a ceramic surface. Cannot be mixed. 

Cannot be used on the bottom of a piece. Must use if you want the piece to be safe for 

_______________. Can only be used on ____________________. 

Wax: used on greenware to slow drying, used on bisqueware to resist _______________. 

Rib: used to _____________, compress, and shape clay. Can be plastic, ______________, or metal. 

Needle Tool: sharp, pointy tool used for scoring and slipping, _______________, and decoration.
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CLAY NOTES KEY

1. We trim clay pots to remove excess clay. The walls and bottom of your pot should be the same 

thickness.

1. Gather your tools: large trimming tool, small trimming tool, sponge, needle tool

2. Grab a golf ball sized chunk of clay from the “clay for trimming” bin.
3. Center your pot on the wheel the best you can using the rings on the wheel.        Either tap on center 

or spin the wheel slowly and use your finger to find the closest spot, then move the pot back a bit. 

Continue until it’s centered.
4. Hold the pot down and use the clay to secure it to the wheel. Make 3 lumps and push it up against 

the pot. 

5. Level the sizes and the bottom with the large trimming tool.

6. Use the needle tool to draw a circle in the bottom of the pot.

7. Use the small trimming tool to remove clay from the center of the circle. This is called the foot.

8. Use the larger trimming tool to cut an edge into the outside of the pot by holding it at an angle.

9. Optional: use a sponge to smooth the pot. 

10. Put the clay back in the “clay for trimming” bag. Put the tools back.
11. Put the trimming scraps in the white bucket in the middle of the room. 

12. Your pot is now ready to decorate or fire. Make sure your initials are on it! 



Glazing Notes

Name:______________________ Period:_________

Underglaze

-Best for making a detailed image

Underglaze is basically colored ___________. It is not _________ after it’s fired. It looks the __________ before and 
after it’s been fired. 

Underglaze can be used on ________________ or _________________.

Underglaze can be used on the ______________ of pots.

Underglaze can be ________________ with other underglaze. 

Underglaze can be thinned with ____________ and used like watercolor paint.

After bisque, underglaze needs to be covered with 2 coats of clear ______________. 
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Learning to Blend 

Colors







18 essential watercolour 

techniques

1. Use a range of brushes

2. Use and explore different quality paints

3. Explore dry versus wet

4. Work from light to dark

5. Stock up on paper towels

6. Splatter your watercolours

7. Bleed colours into one another

8. Get the textures right

9. Pull in colour

11. Try scumbling

12. Lift the colour

13. Use salt to create texture

14. Apply paint using a sponge

15. Explore negative painting

16. Use tape to add clean edges

17. Use a 2H pencil for your underdrawings

18. Save your darkest darks for fine detail
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