
This handout provides an example of a Works Cited page in MLA 2009 format.
An example of a work cited page is located on page 3!

How	do	I	cite	the	US	Constitution	in	MLA?	

The 7th edition of the MLA handbook has this to say about citing the U.S. Constitution:

"In general, do not italicize or enclose in quotation marks the title of laws, acts, and similar 
documents in either the text or the list of works cited (Declaration of Independence, Constitution 
of the United States, Taft-Hartley Act). Such titles are usually abbreviated, and the works are 
cited by sections. The years are added if relevant" (205).

Because these directives aren’t very specific, you can use the following example as a guide for 
the Works Cited entry:

U.S. Constitution. Art./Amend. XII, Sec. 3.

You need only provide either the article number or the amendment number as appropriate.

The complementary parenthetical citation is written as (US Const. amend. XII, sec. 3). You 
might also reference the U.S. Constitution in the sentence itself and only provide the amendment 
and section number in the parentheses at the end of the sentence.

A Page on a Web Site

For an individual page on a Web site, list the author or alias if known, followed by the 
information covered above for entire Web sites. Remember to use n.p. if no publisher name is 
available and n.d. if no publishing date is given.

"Athelete's Foot - Topic Overview." WebMD. WebMD, 25 September 2014. Web. 6 July 2015.

 Lundman, Susan. "How to Make Vegetarian Chili." eHow. Demand Media, n.d. Web. 6 July 
2015.

An Image (Including a Painting, Sculpture, or Photograph)

Provide the artist's name, the work of art italicized, the date of creation, the institution and city 
where the work is housed. Follow this initial entry with the name of the Website in italics, the 
medium of publication, and the date of access.

Goya, Francisco. The Family of Charles IV. 1800. Museo Nacional del Prado, Madrid. Museo 
National del Prado. Web. 22 May 2006.



Klee, Paul. Twittering Machine. 1922. Museum of Modern Art, New York. The Artchive. Web. 
22 May 2006.

If the work is cited on the web only, then provide the name of the artist, the title of the work, the 
medium of the work, and then follow the citation format for a website. If the work is posted via a
username, use that username for the author.

brandychloe. "Great Horned Owl Family." Photograph. Webshots. American Greetings, 22 May 
2006. 

Basic Format

The author’s name or a book with a single author's name appears in last name, first name format. 
The basic form for a book citation is:

Lastname, Firstname. Title of Book. City of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication. Medium 
of Publication.

Book with One Author

Gleick, James. Chaos: Making a New Science. New York: Penguin, 1987. Print.

Henley, Patricia. The Hummingbird House. Denver: MacMurray, 1999. Print.

Book with More Than One Author

The first given name appears in last name, first name format; subsequent author names appear in 
first name last name format.

Gillespie, Paula, and Neal Lerner. The Allyn and Bacon Guide to Peer Tutoring. Boston: Allyn, 
2000. Print.

If there are more than three authors, you may choose to list only the first author followed by the 
phrase et al. (Latin for "and others") in place of the subsequent authors' names, or you may list 
all the authors in the order in which their names appear on the title page. (Note that there is a 
period after “al” in “et al.” Also note that there is never a period after the “et” in “et al.”).

Wysocki, Anne Frances, et al. Writing New Media: Theory and Applications for Expanding the 
Teaching of Composition. Logan: Utah State UP, 2004. Print.

A Government Publication

Cite the author of the publication if the author is identified. Otherwise, start with the name of the 
national government, followed by the agency (including any subdivisions or agencies) that 
serves as the organizational author. For congressional documents, be sure to include the number 
of the Congress and the session when the hearing was held or resolution passed. US government 



documents are typically published by the Government Printing Office, which MLA abbreviates 
as GPO.

United States. Cong. Senate. Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. Hearing on the 
Geopolitics of Oil. 110th Cong., 1st sess. Washington: GPO, 2007. Print.

United States. Government Accountability Office. Climate Change: EPA and DOE Should Do 
More to Encourage Progress Under Two Voluntary Programs. Washington: GPO, 2006. Print.
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