Directions: Read the poem “The Hummingbird’'s Flight” and answer
fuestions 12 14,

The Hummingbird’s Flight
by
Deborah Fleck

How come they, so early in the spring
Chill drops upon closed bud do cling
Coald winds still blow, and rains fall down
Like the cloaking of ice covered gown.

Dart through the rain like arrow true
Strangely different petal they pursue
Free spirits they be ‘il end of time
Winging their way through temperate clime.

The wind and rain now finally ceased
With shining rainbow found their peace
Water mist hangs low in air
Pearlescent nymphs without a care.

So come and seek in early spring
Mark giddy flight on hovering wing
On sunlit wings they float through air
Adorned with stained-glass plume so fair.
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DIRECTIONS: Based on the poem, “The Hummingbird’s Flight”, answer
' questions 12 - 14.

According to the poem, what is the main reason hummingbirds take to the air in
unsettling weather?

(A) to search for food

(B) tofree themselves

(C) towarm themselves
(D) to search for a rainbow

Which phrase best characterizes the poet’s attitude towards hummingbirds?

(A) “Mark giddy flight on hovering wing”
(B) "Dart through the rain like arrow true”
(C) "Water mist hangs low in air, Pearlescent nymphs without a care’

(D) "How come they, so early in the spring, Chill drops upon close bud do
cling”

Based on the article “Florida’s Hummingbirds® and the poem “The Hummingbird’s
Flight” the author and the poet share the idea that

(A)  hummingbirds are amusing to watch.

(B) hummingbirds are cautious creatures.

{C) hummingbirds are intriguing creatures.

(D}  hummingbirds are critical to the environment.

#

Language Aris/Reading Grades 5-8 Winter Break Packet : 2010-2011




ELAD Do\\f 2 Wagner

Name;

Foggy Figure

by Kelly Hashway

Justin and Mary woke up ecrly;
even though they were vacationing at
their uncle's lake house. The nig'h’r before,
Uncle Thomas told them about the Foggy
Figure that haunts the lake. Justin and
Mary were determined to see the ghosily
cregture before their vacation was over.

“Is it foggy cutside?” Mary asked,
as Justin peered out the window,

“Yup! Let's go!” Justin let go of the

curtain and rushed to the door with Mary

on his heels.

It was only 5:00AM, so everyone else in the house was still csleep.' As they crept through
the kitchen to the back door, Mary sniffed the air. it had the faint scent of coffee and
something sweet. She shrugged it off and followed Justin out the door, down the back steps,
and out onto the boat dock, The fog had settled over the iake, making it impossible to see
anything.

“Do you see anything?” Mary asked, leaning forward for a closer look.

“Nothing. Do you think Uncle Thomas was just trying to scare us with that story?”

Uncle Thomas did have o good imagination. He'd been _’relling Justin'and Mary siories for
years, but this was the first scary story. Mary had a feeling it wasn't made up.

Mary shook her head. "Remember what Uncle Thomas said? The Foggy Figure
haunts the lake. We're on the dock. Maybe that's why we can't see him. The people in the
story were in boats.” '

*You waint to go cut on the water?” Justin asked.

Mary loocked around, trying to find Uncle Thomas's boat, but the fog was too thick.

SUp_er Teacher Worksheels - www.superlsacherworksheels.com



"Mom and Dad wilt be really angry if we go out on the lake alone in this fog,” Justin said.

Mary shrugged. "Maybe we don't have to go anywhére. We could sit in the boat while
it's docked. That wouldn't be dangerous.”

“Okay.” Justin crept toward the end of the dock. He could barely see the outline of the
boat. “I'll go first.” He carefully lowered himself info the boat and then reached for Mary’s hand.,

Mary climbed into the boat and sat beside him. She was getting nervous now that they
were on the water, “See anything?"”

They lo'oked around, and graduailly, the fog began to lift. Mary furned around and
screamed. “The Foggy Figure!” It was in the boat with them!

Justin and Mary hugged each other in fear, but then they heard a laugh. Justin leaned
toward the Foggy Figure. “Uncle Thomas?” '

" knew that s’r_ory would get you twe out of bed early enough to toke ¢ boat ride with

me."
Mary sighed, 'happy there was no Foggy Figure after all. Justin locked relieved, too.
Uncle Thomas laughed. "What do you say? | packed a breckfast for us.”
Mary smiled, She had smelled coffee. And Uncle Thomas had packed pastries for them,
too.

“Let’s do it,” Mary and Justin said.

About the Author

Kelly Hashway's picture book, May the Best Dog Win, is now available!

Dash has the perfect life until the Super Sweeper 5000 shows up. -
Sweeper runs all over the house sucking up the leftover food scraps,
and he even gets his own room| But Dash won't give up his place as

the fovorite dog without ¢ fight.

Hashway, Kelly. Moy the Best Dog Win,  1SBN; $780%9B4589081
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Name:

Foggoy
Figure

by Kelly Hashway

1. When does this story take place?
a. shortly before or after dawn b. shortly before or after dusk
¢. in the middie of the night d. after their vacation is over

2, Uncle Thomas told Justin and Mary stories about...

a. o haunted figure that scared campers in tents

b. o haunted figure that can be seen from the shore every night
¢. a haunted figure on the lake that many boalers have seen

d. real creatures that lived deep below the lake's surface

3. Based on the information in the story, which word best describes
Uncle Thomas? [Circle one)

scared hard-working lonely creative

Tell why you chose the word above.

4, why didn't Justin and Mary take the boat out on the lake alone?
a. They were {00 scared,
b. The boat engine wouldn't start.
¢. They did not have any paddies.
d. They thought their parents would be mad.
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Name:

Foggy Figure

Questions, Page 2

5, Ina mystery story, the author will sometimes add clues in the story that readers can use
to help readers figure out the ending. This is called foreshadowing.

How diid Kelly Hashway use foreshadowing in the fourth paragraph of this storye Tell what
clue was written into the story and how readers could have used this clue to predict the
ending of the story.

5. Do you think it was dangerous for Justin and Mary to venture out onto the boat dock?
Explain your answer,
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Name:

Foggy Figure

by Kelly Hashway

and write it on the line. Check back in the story to make sure each word is spelled
correcily.

1. g o f
Yy g

Clue: having low clouds near the surface of the land or water

2. o d
k c

Clue: wooden pathway on water for fishing or keeping boats

3 r a n
Y g
Clve: upset
4 d v i Yy r

Clue: slowly; not all ot once

3 s e i

Clue: doughnuts, danishes, and other sweet breakfast foods

Clue: feeling worried
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ANSWER KEY

Foogdy  gma
Figure

by Kelly Hashway

When does this story take place? a R —
a. shorlly before or after dawn b. shorlly before or after dusk

¢. in the middle of the night d. ofter their vacation is over

Uncle Thomas told Justin ond Mary stories about... ¢
d. o haunted figure that scared campers in tents
. @ haunted figure that can be seen from the shore every night

b
c. a haunted figure on the lake that many boaters have seen
d

. real creatures that lived deep below the lake's surface

Based on the information in the story, which word best describes
Uncle Thomas? (Circle cne)

scared hard-working lonely

Tell why you chose the word above,

Why didn't Justin and Mary take the bocat out on the lake cdlone? d
a. They were too scared.
b. The boat engine wouldn't start,
c. They did not have any paddies.

d. They thought thek porents would be mad.
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ANSWER KEY

Foggy Figure

Questions, Page 2

In a mystery story, the author will somelimes add clues in the story that readers can use
to help readers figure out the ending. This is called foreshadowing.

How did Kelly Hashway use foreshadowing in the fourth paragraph of this story? Tell what
clue was written into the story and how readers could have used this clue to predict the
ending of the story.

Kelly Hashway mentions the smell of coffee and sweef foods in the 4th paragraph of the
story. Later on, we find out that it was Uncle Thomas making breakfast.

Do you think it was dangerous for Justin and Mary to venture out onfo-the boat dock?®
Explain your answer.

Answ

Some students might say it was safe because they did net choose fo go out on the boat.

o was safe because the Fo F

Other siudents may say fhat it was dangerous {0 go near the wailer without acdiult
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ANSWER KEY

Foggy Figure

by Kelly Hashway

The words below are scrambled words from the story.
Unscramble each word and write it on the line. Check back in the story 1o make sure
each word is spelled cormrrectly, '

1. g o f
y g foaqgy

Clve: having low clouds near the surface of the land or water

2, 0 d
k c dock

Clve: wooden pathway on water for fishing or keeping boafs

3 r a n
Y g angry
Cluve: upset
4 d v | y r
a g a I gradually

s $ e i - pashies

Clue: doughnuts, danishes, and other sweet breakfast foods

$ e o nervous

Clue: feeling worried
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Hitchhikers In the Bathroom

by Lilana Mahoney

Imoagine this. You step up to the sink, wet
your toothbrush, and begin cleaning your
pearly whites. Out of the comer of your eye,
you see something moving on the wall.
Suddenly, you realize you're not alone in the
bathroom. Your heart pounding, you turn
toward the tiny infruder to get a better look.

You're horrified to see that it has eight legs,
and a pair of oversized pincers on ifs front
end., Isit some kind of miniature octopus, or
a bizarre crab? s it going fo sting you'?

Actually, it's a bug, and it's no more harmful
to you than a housefly. This tiny bathroom
bug is called a pseudoscorpion {SOO-doh-
SCOR-pee-uhn). But don't be fooled by its
name. It's not really a scorpion; it's just o
relative, The pseudoscorpion is a kind of
arachnid {vh-RAK-nid), which means it is
closely related io spiders, scorpions, and
mites. Like scorpions, pseudoscorpions have
a segmented body and two enormous
pincers. But pseudoscorpions lack the
curved stinger that all true scorpions have.

Pseudoscorpions

~ usudlly live cutside in
mulch, under tree
bark, and in leaf litter.
So how do they end
up in the bathroom?
They use those pincer-
like claws to hitch a
ricle on other bugs,

such cs flies and
beetles. When these insects come in, so do
the pseudoscorpions - atfached to their legs!

These tiny arachnids prefer moist places.
Since the bathroom tends to be humid after
bathing and showering, it's a likely place to
find them. But they are easily overlooked.
Most pseudoscorpions are only about two to
eight millimeters long.

Pseudescorpions don't bite or sting humans,
and they can even be helpful, These bugs
feed on common household pests, such as
carpet beetle larvae, ants, mites, and smoll
flies. Welcaming this hitchhiker into your
home may mean there are fewer household
pests fo “bug” youl
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Name:

Hitchhikers In the Bathroom

by Liaina Mahoney

1. If you wanted to find a pseudoscorpion outdoors,
where would you look?

2, Use the Venn diagram to show how pseudoscorpions and real scerpions are alike and how
they're different.
pseudoscorpions recl scorpions
3. How can pseudoscorpions be helpful to humans?
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Ncme:

Hitchhikers In the Bathroom

by Liana Mahoney

Match each vocabulary word from the article with the
correct definition.

1. bizarre a. the immature forms of aninsect
2. moist ) b. having a very small size
___ 3. enormous c. sfrange. unusual

4. miniature d. extremely scared or shocked

5. Ic:rvde : e. somewhat wet or damp
_ &. intruder . divided into sections

7. segmen’réd g. very large in size; huge

8. horrified - | h. invader
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ANSWER KEY

Hitchhikers In the Bathroom

oy Liana Mahoney

If you wanted to find a pseudoscorpion outdoors,
where would you look?

Use the Venn diagram to show how pseudoscorpions and real scorpions are alike and how
thevy're different.
pseudoscorpions regl scorpions

no curved
stinger,

does not sling, wo pincers
helptul (eats bugs)

How can pseudoscorpions be helpful fo humans?

Pseudoscorpions feed on common household pests, such as carpet beetle larvae, mites. and
small flies.
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ANSWER KEY
Hitchhikers In the Bathroom

by Liana Mahoney

Match each vocabulary word from the article with the
correct definition.

[N 1. bizarre a. the immature forms of an insect |

e 2. moist b. having a very small size

g. 3. enormous c. strange, unusual

b. 4. miniature d. exiremely scared or shocked
a. 5. larvaoe e. somewhc:f wet or damp

h. 6. infruder f. divided into sections

k. 7. segmented g. very large in size; huge

d. 8. horified | h. invader
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The Race for Presudeni

How does the Elecforal Colfege WOrk?

' Have you ever heard cbout the -
coniroversy that surrounded the presidential
election of 20007 In one of the closest
political races in United States history, more
people voted for Vice-President Al Gore
than Texas governor George W. Bush.

How did Bush become President then? Itis =

beccuse he received a larger number of
slectoral votes,

2 The person with the mos’r vo’res In the

necessarlly the winner. Instead, the United
States has a system called the, Electoral

College in which candidates dre awarded &

set number of votes for each state they win. -
For example, the candidate who receives
the most votes in Florida earns 25 electoral
votes and In Nebraska earns 5. This Is partly

because more peopie Iive in Florlda than ln

Nebrc:lsko

8 There ore cn 'ro‘rcsi of 538 eIec’roreI vo’res
available from all of the states, including
three votes from the District of Columbia.

To become President, the candidate must
receive at lecst half of the elec’rorel vo‘res or
o minimum-‘of 270 votes. -

¥ the 2000 election, Al Gore actudlly
received 500,000 more votes than George
W. Bush. However, Bush recelved 27 | __
electoral votes compared fo Gore’s 266.

It was @ very close race, but the election
results in Florida were even closer. With
nearly 6,000,000 votes caost, the. final officicl
count put Bush ohead by only 537 vofes.
Becauss Florida‘s 25 electoral votes could.
swing the presidency elther way, many
people wanted to recount the votes to be
confident cbout which man had won.

| R '
B . -

Spectrum Reading Grade 5
40 _

“thelr supporters walted anxiously for the
- Supreme Court of the United States decided

The accepted totals meart that Ceorge

. respecﬂng The new President, - = - oo
race for President of the United States lsnot 4 .

g College system Is not o fair way to elect our
- +Presidents, They feel that when.a candidate

‘other cancidate do-not count. The winner

recelves all of the slectoral votes, no mater
_-how cléss the race might heve bsen.

"7 Supporters of the Electorai College
- populated states have & voice In'the-

-simply the-person with the most votes,

-an-election. As the: 2000 presidential election

ELA B NC&QJW
Doy 4

- For more than a month, people. .
recoun‘fed votes, and the condidates and -

results. Finally, on December 12, 2000, the
that enough recounting had been done;
W. Bush would be President, Even though
Al Gore was not happy about this decislon,

he conceded the slection. He: sold that his
supporters should put all of their energy Im‘o

Some people belleve ’rho’r The Eiec‘rorel

wins the slection in o state, the votes for the

sys’rem believe that it helps smatler, less
election, They feel that if the winner was

candldates would campaign onty In big
cities and In states like California, Texas, and
Florida. The Electoral College ensures that
every part of the Unlted States has a voice in

proved, even the three electoral votes
available in Wyommg would have changed
the final resuh‘ o







NAME _

Write the w_ords‘ from the passage that have the meanings below.

. a public event or Issue about which two sides have different views

2 theleast =~ = ' o
s Lo Paor. 3.

4. gave Up orgavein L« it
R . o __ Par. 5

- 5. lived In; occupled by "+ e
o e A o Par?

6. _rnc:_kes"swé .

B Par?

a '_7-. -'Check 1'he Iine beside The word ’rhm‘ bes’r descr[bes wha‘r fype of selec’non ’rh:s Is

Informca’nonql . persucjslve s ﬁc’rlon o e |

8. What is the’ smollesT number of elec’rorol vo‘res a condldc:‘re mus’r recelve ’ro win the
_pre&dency? S : : : e

9. Why do some states have more electorat votes than others? A

10. Why Electoral College is not @ fairway to electthe - . .

a’r the Electoral College Is c:good sys'rem f'c:;_;'.feleét the

Sile waint thie votes in Florida o be recounted?
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W%Y\ﬁr ELAS Day

Nonfiction Readlng Test
Wintertime

5

Name:

Directions: Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow. Refer to the text

to check your answers when approprlate

Brrrr. Winter is cold in some places. Many
plants do not grow during winter. Some
plants die. Snow and ice may cover the
ground. It can be hard for animals to find
food during winter. Animals get through
this time in many ways.

Birds and butterflies can fly. Many of them
do not stick around for the winter. They
leave. They go to a place with nice weather.
Then they come home in the spring, We
call this migration. Migrating is a good way
to avoid the cold.

Another good way to avoid the cold is to
sleep through it. Many animals hide during
- the winter. Their bodies slow down. They
save their energy. They do not eat. They
live off of their fat. They do this until food
returns. We call this hibernation. Snakes,
frogs, and bears hibernate.

Some animals store food in their homes.
They do not sleep all winter, but they do
“much less. They live on what they saved in
the summer and fall. This is what squirrels,
beavers, and raccoons do. Skunks do this
too.

Other animals tough it out. They do not
leave. They do not hide. They must survive.
Sometimes nature helps them out. Some
animals grow thicker coats in the winter.
Other animals change color. The arctic fox
is brown in the summer. His coat turns
white in the winter.

Winter may be pretty. It is nice to see snow
on the trees. But it is dangerous too. People
are also at risk. You can get frost bitten or
worse. How do you beat the winter? Do
you wear a thick coat? Do you stay inside?
Or do you live somewhere warm?

1. Which of these animals migrates during the winter?

a. foxes
c. bears

b. snakes
d. butterflies



2. Which of these animals survives winter by eating stored food?
a. bears b. raccoons

c. frogs d. birds

3. Why does the arctic fox's coat change white during winter?
a. The white coat is prettier and attracts mates.

b. White absorbs the sun and is warmer.

¢. The white coat helps him blend with the snow.

d. His body saves energy by reducing hair color.

4, Which does not hibernate?
a. skunks b. frogs
c. snakes d. bears

5. Why is winter a difficult season in some places?
a. There is less food.

b. It is colder.

c. Snow and ice cover the ground.

d. All of these

6. What does it mean to migrate?

a. To grow a thicker coat

b. To move somewhere warmer for a season

¢. To enter a long sleep and survive off of body fat
d. To change colors

7. What is the main idea of this text?

a. Animals do funny and interesting things.

b. Most flowers do not grow during the wintertime.
¢. Animals survive the winter in many ways.

d. We must prepare for the dangers of winter.

8. How does a hibernating animal survive?

a. A hibernating animal lives off of stored food.
b. A hibernating animal lives off of body fat.

¢. A hibernating animal lives somewhere warm.
d. A hibernating animal lives off of the land.

9. How would a thicker coat help an animal survive winter?
a. A thicker coat would help an animal hide better. |
b. A thicker coat would protect an animal against attacks.

c. A thicker coat would help an animal stay warm.

d. A thicker coat would help an animal migrate.

10. Which title would best describe this text?

a. Winter: A Time to Migrate

b. Hibernation: Sleeping it off

c. Survive: How Animals Beat the Winter

d. Birds and Butterflies: Nature's Movers and Shakers



Describe how a skunk survives the winter. List the steps that the skunk must take to survive in
chronological order.

Why is migrating a good way to get through the winter? Refer to the text in your answer.

How is the way that frogs and snakes get through the winter different from how squirrels and
beavers survive?







