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BISD bond for vote November 7

~ Kylie Morrison
Co-Editor-In-Chief

Within the past month, an 
alarming rate of school 

related violence has left many 
students and teachers dead as 
well as many frightened citi-
zens questioning the purpose 
and intent of the gunmen. 

The most recent wave 
of school violence started 
August 24th. The shootings 
in Bailey, Colorado, seem to 
have sparked a phenomenon 
as more and more violent 
situations have occurred at 
schools across the nation 
in the past month following 
the incident. 

Occurring on Octo-
ber 2, the latest episode of 
school violence left a mark 
on a small one-room Amish 
school house in Lancaster 
County located in rural 
Pennsylvania. 

Similar to that of the 
Bailey shootings, the gun-
men targeted all females. 
Out of the dozen girls taken 
hostage, at least three were 
killed and many others were 
injured, and as in the in-

stance of the other shoot-
ings, the gunmen then turned 
the gun on himself. Caught 
up in the recent dilemmas 
faced by schools across the 
nation is a concern of the 
rising gun threats and how 
schools plan to prevent the 
violence from taking place. 

While Birdville High 
School has not come across 
any violence that pertains 
to hostage situations or 
random shootings, actions 
to prevent and prepare for 
the worst are practiced by 
students, faculty and police 
forces in association with 
Birdville. 

“We have sporadic 
drills, and the NRH police 
have automatic drills that 
every police officer goes 
through yearly. All the fac-
ulty and students practice 
lockdowns as well,” Officer 
Bedford said.

Since the shootings in 
Columbine, Colorado, the 
effect of modifications to 
the systems of security in 

schools have reached even 
the safest neighborhoods 
including North Richland 
Hills, bringing updates to 
the school.

“Birdville has main-
tained since Columbine and 
has been able to fine tune 
the safety system,” Bedford 
said.

A major problem as-
sociated with the past and 
present shootings is that 
many students have no idea 
what to do in the event of an 
attack on their school. 

Panic and fear became 
the basis of their actions 
while logic and reasoning 
are lost in the terror. 

There are many things 
students can do to become 
more aware of how to act 
in the instance of a school 
shooting or threat situa-
tion. 

“Be aware of your sur-
roundings and anytime dur-
ing a lockdown, go to a safer 
place, such as a classroom 
immediately. Especially if 

you are in a main hallway, 
find any place that can pro-
vide safety,” Bedford said.

Also, no student is 
completely helpless as many 
last resort actions can prove 
to be helpful if confronted 
with a hostile situation. 

“Anytime you are in 
a room you have so many 
objects that you can use as 
a weapon such as shoes and 
belt buckles,” Bedford said.

While Birdville is by no 
means completely safe from 
school violence, all the pre-
cautions and reassessments 
applied to the school have 
helped Birdville take a step 
further. 

Leaning more towards 
becoming a safer and  bet-
ter prepared place for any 
hostile situations that may 
come about in the near fu-
ture, students recently at-
tended safety awareness as-
semblies. 

~ Shane Crawford
Sports Editor

Early voting has begun to 
vote on a new bond cre-

ated by the community com-
mittee. The bond proposed 
totals $128.6 million, cover-
ing costs for school updates 
and a new career and technol-
ogy academy. 

“The plan is based on 
comprehensive review by a com-
munity committee that would 
reduce portable buildings and 
provide classroom and lab space 
for career and technology pro-
grams,” Director of Communi-
cations for Mark Thomas said.

The package includes 
building replacement campuses 
at Stowe and Binion elementa-
ries. Binion currently functions 
with 27 portables and Stowe 
has 10, which poses a safety is-
sue. Both schools were chosen 
because of their age, location 
and crowdedness, Binion has 
a total capacity of 488 and is 
functioning at 580. Replac-

ing the two schools would cost 
$26.2 million.

“The committee identi-
fi ed the following priorities in 
developing their fi nal recom-
mendation: health and safety, 
overcrowding and reducing por-
tables, and minimal functional 
requirements. Each of these af-
fect student learning,” Thomas 
said.  

Also included is replac-
ing Richland High School, 
which was built in 1961. The 
new building would be built 
in the current student parking 
lot, when fi nished the existing 
school would then be demol-
ished and turned into the new 
student parking lot. Included in 
the new building would be the 
1989 classroom additions and 
theater renovation. Costs for 
this building would be $57.2 
million.   

Expanding Haltom High 
School is also in the plan, which 

would cost an estimated $18.8 
million. By doing this it would 
replace the need for 14 portable 
classrooms. 

The district’s seven middle 
schools would receive new four 
lane tracks and expanded locker 
rooms. This would help in over-
crowding and limitations of the 
physical education and athletic 
instructions. Cost of the new 
renovations would be $11.5 
million.

In the plan is also a new 
Career and Technology Acade-
my. The proposed new academy 
would allow for more students 
to participate in such classes as 
Cisco networking, health sci-
ence technology, culinary arts, 
media technology, construction 
technology, automotive tech-
nology, computer maintenance, 
criminal justice and cosmetol-
ogy. The new academy would be 
83,000 square feet and cost an 
estimated $14.5 million. 

If passed, construction 
for projects will begin mainly 
in 2007, after which a Citizen 
committee will be formed. The 
committee will oversee progress 
of construction and make re-
ports for the board. 

Concerning the cost to tax 
payers, in 2006 the Texas leg-
islature passed a tax reduction 
plan to reduce property tax, so 
cost will not rise. 

“This was developed by 
citizens committees consisting 
of people who supported, op-
posed and were neutral on the 
last bond. This is not the same 
plan,” Thomas said. 

Any registered voter in 
the BISD boundaries can vote. 
Check with your local city hall 
for polling locations. Early vot-
ing is through November 3rd.
Final voting is the seventh.  
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Cameras, corner mirrors, Offi cer Bedford and other security offi cers help 
protect students from intruders.

Two earthquakes occurred in Hawaii during 
October. One was a 6.7 followed by a 6.0•
Hurricane Paul, a category three hurricane hit the 
western coast of Mexico with winds up to 110 mph. •
At least 44 Iraqis have been killed due to war vio-
lence across the Middle East this month.•
U.S. military has announced that 83 American 
service members died this October.•
The U.S. military has still not found a U.S. soldier 
that is believed to be kidnapped in Baghdad, Iraq.•
College tuition rises six percent, and average salaries 
have not increased at the same rate.•
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What is your favorite practical joke or prank?

“My favorite prank is 
toilet papering 
Dr. Ledbetter’s 

house”.

Jason Wells
Faculty

“My favorite prank is “My favorite is when I 
told a kid a 
fake answer 
on a test.”

Kim Tran
Senior

“My favorite is when I “My favorite 
practical joke 

is scaring 
little kids.”

Tyler Ferguson
Junior

“My favorite “I put 
sticky notes 

on my 
friends’ backs.”

David Croft
Sophomore

“I put “I put glue 
in my mother’s 

brand new 
desk chair.”

Elizabeth Castro
Freshman

“I put glue 
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The rapid rise of college tu-
ition in the United States 

has overshot the rise in house-
hold income and infl ation. If 
neither public nor private uni-
versities drive the price down, 
or if federal and state govern-
ments do not step in to help, 
students will be graduating 
college with higher debts than 
ever before.

According to the U.S. 
Census Bureau, the average 
household income is roughly 
$45,000. The sticker price of 

an Ivy League school, out-of-
state public university or art 
school added to room and board, 
additional school fees, can equal 
that $45,000 for one year.

In a research conducted by 
College Board, the median cost 
of one year at a private college or 
university has climbed to $21, 
235 and the cost of one year at 
a public college now rests at $9, 
287. To put into comparison, 
the household income in the 
United States has risen a mere 
4% in the past two decades, a 

stark contrast to the 40% col-
lege tuition has reached and 
three times the U.S. infl ation. 

Many parents of Birdville 
students express as one of their 
top fi nancial priorities paying 
for their child’s college educa-
tion. They are not alone. A sur-
vey conducted by several sources 
found that around 65% of 
Americans place paying for col-
lege as their number one fi nan-
cial worry, beating house and car 
payments. 

Colleges and universities 

need to let tuition rise with the 
American income or infl ation 
in the United States, rather than 
bump the sticker price up beyond 
reach and then use fi nancial 
aid as a cover up. The boosted 
promises of fi nancial aid is still 
not enough to compensate for 
the high prices. 

There are several possible 
reasons why prices for attending 
a higher education have soared. 
Universities compete against 
one another for “the best educa-
tion money can buy”.  

While more is being spent 
on technology by colleges, the 
state governments, however, are 
providing less for public univer-
sities. Except for military acad-
emies, the federal government 
does not directly provide for 
higher education. Universities 
turn to partnering up with busi-
ness, which is not always reliable 
as businesses face their own fi -
nancial ups and downs. 

College Board has already 
noted that the average student 
will leave college with $18,000 
in debt. Graduate students face 
the prospect of up to $100,000 
in debt, not including credit card 
debts and outside loans. 

To offset this, college and 
universities need to lower their 
tuitions. State governments 
should return to their old ways 
of supporting state colleges. 
The federal government may 
not control tuition rates, but if 
higher education costs more, the 
government should be willing to 
contribute essential fi nancial as-
sistance to universities and col-
leges. 

If the government is will-
ing to spend billions—up to a 
trillion—dollars on the military, 
why not chip in extra to colleges 
and universities?

Rising college tuition overwhelms students, parents

Hate Crime laws require revision
The weak Texas hate crime 

legislation needs to be 
strengthened because it is not 
doing the job.

On April 27, two white 
teenagers severely beat and 
sexually assaulted a 16 year 
old Hispanic boy who they 
believed had tried to kiss a 12 
year old white girl at a party in 
Spring, Texas.

The attackers forced 
the boy out of a house party 
and beat him with a metal pipe, 
shouting epithets “associated 
with being Hispanic,” said Lt. 
John Martin with the Harris 
County Sheriff’s Department.

This is  exactly the kind of 
crime that should be prosecut-
ed under Texas’ James Byrd Jr. 
Hate Crimes Law. State Sena-
tor Rodney Ellis, (D-Houston) 
has asked Lt. Governor David 
Dewhurst for a review of the 
hate-crimes statute next sum-

mer.
“The hate-crimes law 

won’t apply in this case and is 
rarely used to pursue enhanced 
penalties for hate crimes. With 
a weak statute in place, pros-
ecutors have little incentive 
to pursue hate-crimes convic-
tions,” Ellis said. 

The Senate should ad-
dress this important issue, 
both because of the impact 
that hate  crimes have on en-
tire communities, and because 
the law is not proving suffi -
cient to prosecute the crimes it 
was designed to deter.

Under the 2001 Texas 
hate-crimes law, those who 
commit crimes with “bias or 
prejudice against others” based 
on characteristics such as race, 
gender, disability or sexuality 
receive harsher penalties for 
their actions.

The difference is when a 

crime is committed with ha-
tred toward a particular group. 
Hate crimes can terrorize an 
entire community. 

Hate crimes are par-
ticularly effective in sending 
a message to members of a 
community. The message is 
one of fear and control. When 
someone has terrorized a com-
munity rather than simply one 
person, the penalties should be 
more severe.

According to Ellis, 
though 1,617 hate-crimes 
have been documented state-
wide since 2001, only seven 
have been prosecuted under 
the hate-crimes law. The law 
will soon be totally meaning-
less if not reformed.

Ellis has proposed a 
number of ways to strengthen 
the law, including the creation 
of a hate-crimes registry, el-
evation of minimum penalties 

for convictions and allowing 
hate-crimes victims to have 
their identities protected. 
These are all reasonable steps 
that should be taken to ensure 
prosecutors have the incentive 
to pursue convictions under 
the state law in hate crimes 
cases.

The brutal death of a 
black man in Jasper, the beat-
ing of a gay man in Austin and, 
most recently, the forced sex-
ual assault of a Latino teen-
ager in Spring have one thing 
in common: Those who trans-
form hate into violence are 
sending a clear message to 
the communities of this state. 
It’s about time for the state of 
Texas to strengthen its mes-
sage by reforming the James 
Byrd Jr. Hate Crimes Law. 

~ Priscilla Totiyapungprasert
Entertainment Editor

~ Rachel Fountain
Staff Writer

Letter to the Editor
Recently there has been a change in my beverage choices. 

My Coca-Cola has shrunk from 20 ounces to 12 ounc-
es and my Powerade has been changed. And the Powerade is 
what gets me the most...how come my Powerade still costs a 
dollar? I’m paying the same amount of money, but getting 
almost half the drink.

Now, I know the reason behind this new beverage change. 
The government is on a mission to cut back on the sugar in-
take and to get rid of all the unhealthy snacks in the vend-
ing machines. If you are trying to solve obesity in American 
children, wouldn’t you start with the cafeteria? What is the 
fat content in the average plate lunch?

In London, a celebrity chef by the name of Jamie Oli-
ver is making lunch “enjoyable and healthy”. Let’s try taking 
a page from his book.

Another question is...does the government have the 
right to impose its beliefs on my beverage choices?

Change my Cokes and Powerade back to the normal 
size for a normal price. Don’t try to impose change on 
someone without warning. To know, in advance, that you 
are about to change my life would be nice.

   ~ Noel Griffi n
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Est-ce que tu aimes francais?

The month of October 
marks this year’s His-

panic Heritage Month. Fa-
mous people of the Hispanic 
heritage have been recognized 
throughout the years and have 
also received the respect they 
deserve. 

Cesar Chavez rose up and 
inspired thousands of families 
who wanted better lives. Dur-
ing the 1960’s an organiza-
tion that led its members in 
the fi ght for improved work-
ing conditions came togeth-
er, named the United Farm 
Workers

In the American South-
west, farmers were devas-
tated by the effects of severe 
droughts on their crops. 
Chavez’s family could barely 
sell what they were able to 
grow--beans, peas, grapes and 
other crops--- and eventu-
ally they were not able to grow 
anything at all. 

They lost the family 
farm in 1937 because of the 

Activist Cesar Chavez recognized 
during Hispanic Heritage Month 

drought and because no mon-
ey was coming in, they could 
not pay their taxes. 

Chavez was forced into 
migrant farm labor when he 
was only ten years old. 

Chavez also had little 
or hardly anytime at all for 
school or school related ac-
tivities. He also frequently 
experienced racial preju-
dice because of his Mexican 
American heritage. 

Farm work was incred-
ibly diffi cult. They suffered 
in the hot sun for many hours 

picking grapes.
 Migrant grape pickers 

in Delano, who worked under 
harsh conditions for a dol-
lar an hour, went on strike. 
The National Farm Workers 
Association members under-
stood what they were fi ght-
ing for and voted to join the 
strike.

The huelga (Spanish for 
“strike”) was on. 

In March of 1966 the 
members of the strike marched 
250 miles from Delano to the 
Californian capitol of Sacra-
mento to take their demands 
to state offi cials. They wanted 
higher pay for their rigorous 
work. After their protest, they 
eventually received a higher 
pay rate.

In 1965 the National 
Farm Workers Association 
was catapulted to national at-
tention. 

Chavez died in his sleep 
on April 23, 1993. He re-
ceived the attention he was 
looking for and the support at 
the wrong time but still suc-
ceeded. 

In 1994 President Clin-
ton awarded Chavez the Pres-
idential Medal of freedom, 
the highest civilian honor. 

~ Felipe Alvarez
Staff Writer

to state offi cials. They wanted 
higher pay for their rigorous 
work. After their protest, they 

pay rate.

was catapulted to national at-
tention. 

~ Layne  Hancock
Staff WriterCollin Brewer works on his knitting project during lunch

~ Rachel Fountain
Staff Writer

Parlez-vous francais? Mais 
oui! 
In Madame Michelle 

Hall’s room every Wednesday 
morning at 7:45 am, an end-
less chatter of rapid French 
can be exchanged with gen-
erous helpings of coffee and 
other pleasantries every Fri-
day morning. 

There are fi ve AP stu-
dents who lead French Club-
–Sara Hampton, Whitney 
Lindsey, Merrissa Kuylen, 
Kaitlyn McMurtray and Mar-
tha Miranda. 

They all share the re-
sponsibilities equally as a 
team.

The French Club orga-
nizes a variety of activities, 
including movie nights every 
month, parties, picnics and 
lunches. 

An annual caroling trip 
is taken every December, as 
well as an annual scaven-
ger hunt downtown, where 
groups have a list of embar-
rassing and awkward things 
to record on video and view 
afterwards. 

“It’s going to be really 
fun and creative this year, 
and hopefully we can get 
enough people into it,” Lind-
sey said.

There is also the annual 
trip to France every Spring 
Break, as well as an end-of-
the-year French-style “fete” 
feast at Madame Hall’s home.

“I’d like French Club to 
be more of a family than any-
thing else,” Lindsey said.

The Spanish Club is re-
inventing itself by start-

ing off a new school year with 
stronger motivations and a 
genuine incentive to learn 
and enjoy the cultures of Sp-
nanish-speaking countries.

Teachers Kaynee Corre-
oso and Terri Wilson are 

working as a team to sponsor 
the club. It is a group effort, 
where Correoso has the morn-
ing meetings and Wilson has 
the afternoon meetings. 

Spanish Club members 
meet and participate in edu-
cational, fun activities includ-
ing venturing the tasty foods 

~ Christina Davidson
Photography Editor

of Latin America, studying 
the Hispanic cultures and em-
bracing the language.

“[Our goal] is just to re-
ally get people involved and 
teach them more about the 
culture and expose them to the 

Reinvented Spanish Club anticipates new, fun year

One of the newest clubs 
on campus, the knitting 

club, provides an opportunity 
for students to learn the art of 
cross-stitching, knitting and 
needling. 

Founded by English 
teacher Nancy Sharma, the 
club includes eight students 
who meet on Monday after-
noons in room B101.

Sharma started this club 
to include students with inter-
ests other than those already 
included as clubs on camps.

“I saw how successful it 
was at NYU, and I believe 
that knitting is coming back 
with kids,” Sharma said. “It’s 
a club that provides more va-
riety.” 

While most of the par-
ticipants are beginners, the 
members plan to display their 
work in the library and in up-
coming art shows. 

The students involved 
have been working on differ-
ent projects for their respec-
tive skills, such as Celtic pat-
terns, blankets and scarves.

“I’ve found knitting 
relaxing, and I enjoy being 
around Mrs. Sharma,” club 
member Collin Brewer said. 

Brewer has been work-
ing for a total of four hours 
on his current project, a scarf, 
and has found that knitting is 
a time consuming art. 

“I’m nowhere near be-
ing fi nished, so I did it in my 

spare time in BCIS and was 
made fun of, but it doesn’t 
bother me,” Brewer said.

Club members are hop-
ing to have their projects done 
in time to wear them this win-
ter. 

If interested in an art 
that is not only relaxing and 
soothing, but will also add 
warmth in the winter, join the   
knitting club, attend meetings 
and learn to relax.

Sharma’s talents also in-
clude creating original framed 
stained glass art pieces which 
she displays in windows in her 
home. 

Members of Knitting Club create scarves, blankets
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Friday the 13th has al-
ways been held in regard by 
superstitious people as a day 
to take off work, stay in bed 
and avoid anything remotely 
risky. 

Even those who pur-
posefully walk under lad-
ders and seek out black cats 
avoid unnecessary travel on 
the ill-fated day. 

According to nation-
algeographic.com $800-
$900 million in business 
transactions are lost because 
people refuse to fl y or par-
take in other normal day-
to-day activities. It is a day 
that is considered by many 
to be incredibly unlucky, 
perhaps because of its com-
bined inauspicious histori-
cal connotations of Friday 
and the number 13. 

Historically, Fridays 
have a reputation for being 
pernicious. Biblically it is 
believed that Eve tempted 
Adam with the forbidden 
fruit on a Friday, Earth was 
punished with the Great 
Flood on a Friday  and 
Christ was crucifi ed on a 
Friday. 

Ancient Norse mythol-
ogy tells the story of Loki, 
god of mischief, who showed 
up uninvited to a banquet of 
twelve other gods at Valhalla, 
making the total number of 
guests equal to 13. He then 
commenced to pit the gods 

against each other and one 
was killed with a mistletoe-
tipped arrow, causing the 
whole earth to mourn and 
beware of the number 13. 

Today the number thir-
teen continues to instill fear 
into many people, especially 
those with triskaidekapho-
bia, or fear of the number 
13. 

This widespread dis-
like of the number leads to 
its avoidance in everyday 
society. 

Many buildings pur-
posefully leave out a 13th

fl oor, opting instead to name 
the 13th fl oor the 14th. Air-
lines commonly leave out a 
13th row. Hospitals and ho-
tels are known to omit room 
number 13. 

If people who are nor-
mally not superstitious stub 
their toe on Friday the 13th, 
they are more likely to no-
tice it and attribute it to bad 
luck than if they stubbed 
their toe on any other day. 

According to about.
com, there is evidence to 
prove that the risk of hos-
pital admission due to au-
tomobile or other vehicular 
accidents may be increased 
by as much as 52 percent. 
Staying in bed may not be 
such a bad idea after all. 

~ JB Martin
Advertising Editor

Bad luck omens 
historically rooted 
in Bible, mythology

French Club members immerse in language, culture

fun parts of it,” Wilson said.
They do cultural activities 

that students do not have time 
for in class. The activities in-
clude a presentation by Wilson 
over the culture of Spain. 

At the end of the year, 

around Christmas, Span-
ish club plans to meet with 
French club and enjoying an 
international activity. Corre-
oso also plans to cook Cuban 
food for the Spanish Club and 
have many fi estas. 

“The greatest accom-
plishment the Spanish Club 
can have is to inspire students 
to be bilingual,” Correoso 
said. 

Spanish club shows the 
signifi cance of being bilin-
gual, helping students learn 
more and understand the 
advantages of knowing two 
languages in this day and age’s 
diverse societies. 

Each six weeks Spanish 
Club meets and does an activ-
ity to immerse the students of 
the cultures of Latin Ameri-
can countries. 

It is not too late for 
students to join the Span-
ish Club. Anyone interested 
should contact either Correo-
so or Wilson. Those interest-
ed should anticipate an event-
ful year and an opportunity to 
have fun learning outside the 
classroom. 

P
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 Homecoming
SPECIAL

Homecoming week was a 
week to remember, laced 

with celebration as it ended 
with both a victory and the 
adding of new traditions. 

 The fi fties theme hall 
decorations included diner 
scenes, drive-in movies and 
even The Sand Lot. Students 
spent hours in the halls on 
September 22nd with mounds 
of tape and paint to make the 
event successful. 

Spirit posters displayed 
phrases such as “Rough up the 
Rough Riders,” the western-
style Saginaw mascot. Seniors 
came out victorious for halls 
by grade levels.

 The week was also 
marked by a sense of fun, with 
dress-up days for every decade 
from the fi fties to the eight-
ies. 

 This year was the fi rst 
parade, the beginning of a 
new tradition, fi nishing with a 
pep rally in the student park-
ing lot. 

Many organizations 
and sports teams had fl oats, 
cheerleaders, Rawkin Hawks, 
and the band followed, and 
homecoming court couples 
rode in their own personal 
convertibles. 

Superintendent, Dr. 
Stephen Waddell, and school 

Homecoming brings new traditions

Taylor
Hines

 Queen 2006

Did you think you 
were going to get nomi-
nated?

“I was really unsure as 
to how court nominations 
would turn out. A lot of my 
best friends said they voted 
for me, so I was hoping for 
the best.” 

How did it feel to get 
nominated?

“At fi rst I was nervous, 
but my friends were really 
excited about it and they 
helped me relax.”

Were you scared?

“Nervous, especially 
on the football fi eld. My 
dad kept telling me it was 
going to be fi ne-just smile 
and have fun.

How did it feel 
when you heard you were 
queen?

“My heart was pound-
ing so I hard I don’t re-
member the sound of the 
crowd cheering. The cool-
est part was when I got off 
the fi eld a little girl, about 
eight, started screaming, 
ecstatically, because she got 
to touch the queen.”

Fall 
How does it make you 

feel to be chosen as Home-
coming King?

“I was honored, that 
my classmates chose me. It 
felt pretty normal.”

When you go down 
the hall, do people wave 
and greet you more now 
or before you were chosen 
as King?

“They act the same, but 
now more from freshmen 
and sophomores.”

What were your feel-
ings when you were at the 
game and your name was 
called out?

“I was like, oh goody; 
I guess I should go get the 
crown.”

If you had not been 
one of the candidates, 
whom would you have 
voted for?

“I would have voted for 
Robert Chew.”

What is your fa-
vorite movie?

“Forrest Gump”

 King 2006

Vu 
Ho

board members also rode in 
the parade. Former and cur-
rent principals Dr. Debbie 
Tribble, Susan Fisher and Dr. 
Lane Ledbetter rode together 
as honored guests.  

Familiar tinkling of 
green and gold mums signaled 
the game the next day, where 
the home team defeated Sagi-
naw in a landslide victory at 
forty-fi ve to zero. 

 The homecoming dance, 
which was held at the Fine 
Arts and Athletics Complex, 
was also a fi rst ever, fi nally 
adopting the popular tradi-
tion of many other schools. 

The celebratory mood of 

~ Ethan Hutchins
Staff Writer

For many years people 
have gone out into the 

night on the 31st of October 
to collect candy, or sometimes 
money if one knows where to 
look. 

This special night to all 
crazy fanatics is known, ob-
viously, as Halloween. The 
point of Halloween is to get 
candy or take candy from 
your friend when he or she 
is not looking, right? Wrong! 
The point of Halloween is to 
dress up in some sort of cos-
tume and scare people. Then 
get candy or take the candy 
that your friend has in either 
his or her bag, sack, plastic 
cauldron, hat or the most ef-
fective container, ‘the Pillow-
case’.   

If one does not know 
how to get the candy, it is 
quite easy. Every one should 
know it; it is the phrase ’Trick 
or treat’. Or to be more elabo-
rate, say, although this saying 
is not recommended,” Trick 
or Treat, smell my feet, give 
me something good to eat”!

The process that is most 
often chosen to use when one 
goes up to a potential candy 
giver should be to, of course 
use the ‘’secret code’’, scare 
them and run to the next 
house as fast as possible. It is 
important to reach the candy 
fi rst, before all the good stuff 
is gone.

Fashion also comes into 
play when one goes out into 
the public scavenging for 
treats. 

“Try to wear something 
refl ective, and always bring a 

fl ashlight with you,” secretary 
Becky Rippy said. 

Grim reapers and mon-
sters dressed in black are 
probably not smart ideas, 
because black is hard to see 
at night. To be scary and still 
visible to people, choose to be 
a white ghost or something 
bright in color. 

Costumes are always dif-
fi cult to choose, because the 
potential candy giver grades 
one on how well their costume 
looks. If someone has on his 
or her street clothes, the can-
dy amount will be nowhere 
near the amount of someone 
who dressed up as a ghost or 
wolverine. Although   
that person may look 
completely ridiculous, 
in the end he or she re-
ceives more candy than 
the non-caring 
street clothes 
guy. 

The most 
i m p o r t a n t 
rule of trick-
or-treating is to 
make sure that all 
candy is kept away 
from  friends or relatives. 

“Take as much candy 
as you possibly can,” Taylor 
Dukes said. 

The importance of this is 
because once the candy is gone 
its another year until it comes 
back again. Halloween can be 
an enjoyable experience for a 
dedicated trick-or-treater, if 
rules are followed.

Homecoming
Court

Paige Allen
Britanee George Jennifer Grose

Rachel Grimes Taylor Hines
Keely Roberts Chaney Tyner

Aaron Sutanto

Robert ChewRuben Aguirre

Jason Martinson

Tanner Cope

Chase Hayes

Vu Ho

the entire week was continued 
at the dance. With a DJ, pic-
tures and refreshments.

“There was electricity in 
the air; the DJ’s really knew 
what they were doing, and they 
really helped get the party roll-
ing.  In all I had a really great 
time, and I plan to go again 
next year,” Josh Martin said.

Important candy
collecting rules

~ Kylie Morrison
Co-Editor-In-Chief

P
hoto by Jannet H

iles
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Fall 
Harvest

Hangman’s House of Horrors provides terror, fear
The smell of smoke 

machines and 
sounds of screams 
send the human sens-

es into overdrive 
with fear. Hang-
man’s House of 

Horrors delivers. 
A d m i s s i o n , 

which goes to charity, is 
sixteen dollars for the 

main haunted house, 
but only twenty dol-
lars for the combo 
pack including the 
main haunted house 
and three smaller 
ones. 

Walking through 
the main haunted 
house, which beats 

the other three, char-
acters were frightening. Dec-
orations were unique, some 
being colorful and some being 
dark. 

One of the scenes was a 

room with some kind of thick 
smoke, making it diffi cult to 
see. 

There was also a 
room full of “bloody” 
sheets, a spinning tun-
nel room and to top it 
off, crazy characters 
chasing people with 
chainsaws.  

The length of the 
haunted house was nei-
ther too short nor too 
long. A change that 
would help would be to 
get more characters in 
the scene for each indi-
vidual room. 

One of the “minia-
ture” fun haunted hous-
es was called “Revenge 
of the Hillbillies”. It 
included a two hundred 
foot maze walking through 
scenes with characters dressed  
as hillbillies. 

They banged on pans and 

sang along to songs. 
The other mini-attraction, 

a 3-D fun house, was a unique 
kind of haunted house. Instead 
of the usual scary people jump-
ing out, it had 3-D paintings 

coming out of the walls. 
Each person was handed two 

pairs of 3-D glasses before 
entering. Directions were to 
wear the fi rst pair of glasses 
through the fi rst half of the 

~ Felipe Alvarez
Staff Writer

house and then take them off.  
The next half of the house 

was nothing but little 
lights of different 
colors. It left a feel-
ing of dizziness and 
confusion.

The last fun 
house was called 
“Cirque de Fan-
tomes”. It was basi-
cally a circus theme 
with clowns coming 
out of everywhere. 
Their props were 
wigs, bats and any-
thing they could 
make noise with. 

H a n g m a n ’ s 
included a picture 
station, live band, 
concessions and ka-
raoke available while 

customers waited in line. 
Waiting time was not 

the worst, the smaller houses 
were about fi ve minutes, but 

the main house line was about 
thirty minutes. 

Besides the individual 
haunted houses the whole feel 
of the place was one of fright 
and good Halloween fun. 
With scary characters walking 
around, such as clowns and 
werewolves, thrill seekers were 
put into a state of terror. 

Hangman’s House of 
Horrors is located off of In-
terstate 30 at Forest Park 
Blvd each year. 

The house is opened 
from 7 pm to midnight on 
Fridays, Saturdays and Hal-
loween night. All other nights 
Hangman’s is open from 7 to 
10 pm. 

Proceeds for this Hal-
loween season go to lo-
cal charities in the Tarrant 
County area. 

Brings...

Halloween

3 heads garlic, split in  
 half

3 tablespoons olive oil
2 pounds potatoes,  

 peeled and diced
1 stick butter, cubed
1/2 to 3/4 cup heavy  

 cream
Salt and white pepper  

 to taste

1. Preheat oven to  
 450˚F.

2. Place the garlic on 
a pie pan and drizzle with 
olive oil. Season with salt 

and pepper. Place in oven and 
roast until tender and golden 
brown, 35-40 minutes. 

3. Remove from the 
oven and cool. Squeeze or 
remove the garlic cloves from 
the heads and place in a small 
bowl. Using a fork, mash the 
garlic until smooth. 

4. Place the potatoes 
in a pot of salted water and 
bring to a boil. Reduce the 
heat to simmer and cook the 
potatoes until fork tender, 
12-15 minutes.

5. Remove the pan 

Garlic Mashed Potatoes
from the heat and drain. 
Place potatoes back into the 
pot and return to heat. Stir 
the potatoes constantly for 
2-3 minutes to dehydrate the 
potatoes. 

6. Remove from heat 
and add the garlic and but-
ter. Using a handheld masher, 
mash the butter and garlic 
into the potatoes. Add enough 
cream until the desired tex-
ture is achieved. The potatoes 
should be sort of lumpy. Sea-
son with salt and pepper.

Emeril Lagasse, 2005

1 (10-15 pound) un 
stuffed wild turkey (thawed 
and dried thoroughly)

5  gallons peanut oil
2 tablespoons Cajun 

seasoning
1 stick butter or 

margarine
1/2 teaspoon 

garlic powder
1/2 teaspoon 

ground cayenne pepper 

Cajun deep-fried Turkey
1. Pour peanut oil into 

a 10 gallon pot. Place pot on 
propane cooker and heat oil 
to 375˚F.

2. Either use a met-
al basket or tie two cotton 
strings around the carcass so 
the bird can easily be lifted 
out of the oil. Carefully sub-
merge turkey in oil. Deep fry 
until turkey fl oats, 3 1/2 to 4 
1/2 minutes per pound.

3. Melt butter or mar-
garine and add garlic powder 
and cayenne. 

4. Remove turkey and 
immediately dust with Cajun 
seasoning. Then brush turkey 
with butter mixture. Allow 
turkey to cool 20-30 minutes 
before carving.

Yields 12 – 16 servings.
 John Nguyen

Important candy
collecting rules

Characters seen at Hangman;s House of Horrors

Apple 22%                     
Chocolate 17%                 

Pecan 15%
Pumpkin 12%            

Cherry 11%        

Other 10%
Lemon 8%
Strawberry 5%

What is Your 
Favorite Pie?

Recipes

PIE CHART

Recipes courtesy of Culinary Arts
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Shane Crawford
Sports Editor
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Highly paid Yankee 
staff proves useless

At the age of fi ve, some 
children are learning 

how to ride their bicycles 
without the training wheels. 
When Channing Butler was 
fi ve, she was learning how to 
ride a motorcycle.

With a father who has 
been racing for 40 years, 
Butler’s desire to follow in her 
father’s footsteps only came as 
a mild surprise to her family. 
It was not until middle school 
that Butler became highly 
competitive in the sport. Now 
as an 11th grader, Butler de-
scribes motocross as her life’s 
main focus.

Despite juggling her 
school life, her job at Niki’s 
Italian Bistro and playing ten-
nis for the school team, But-
ler still manages to squeeze in 
two practices a week and four 
practices when school is out. 
Practices take her to tracks 
all over the state and even 
outside the state. Some of the 
more local tracks Butler trains 
at include Village Creek, Oak 
Hill and Nacona. 

Butler’s intensity in the 
sport has truely paid off as 
she became the State Cham-
pion in 2004. After a series 
of races leading up to the fi -
nals at the San Antonio Cy-
cle Ranch, she placed fourth 
at Nationals. Butler plans on 
making a return trip this year 
to San Antonio for Nationals 

again.
“I plan on going back 

over Thanksgiving Break and 
I have high hopes for that,”  
Butler said.

 While winning 

Butler follows in father’s footsteps, 
races toward national championship

~ Priscilla Totiyapungprasert
Entertainment Editor

races sparks her competitive 
drive, motocross has given her 
much more than that. Butler’s 
father still races and the two 
of them have built a strong re-
lationship through the sport. 
Butler has also found moto-
cross as a way to keep her in 

check. She feels that without 
motocross to dedicate her ef-
fort into, she could be getting 
in all sorts of trouble.

Motocross has also been 
a way for Butler to make 

friends outside school, es-
pecially guy friends in this 
male-dominated sport. 

“We’re a wild group of 
friends, but we take racing 
very seriously. We know our 
limitations,” Butler said.

Butler claims Chad 

Reed, the World Motocross 
Champion, as her idol. She 
devotedly follows his races 
around the country and has 
even met him in person at the 
Dallas Supercross.

Though Butler has defi -
nitely enjoyed the exhilara-
tion of motocross, she has 
also suffered from the dangers 
of the sport. Besides the usual 
bruises, cuts, sprains, concus-
sions and back problems, she 
has impaled her stomach on 
handlebars, had her spleen 
ripped open and her kidneys 
have been severely damaged 
as well. For Butler, hospital 
visits are not uncommon for 
serious internal injuries from 
disasters like over-shooting a 
jump and landing in the face 
of the next take-off. 

The repercussions of the 
sport may fail to stop Butler 
from continuing on. This 
year, she is ranked second in 
State. As state season slowly 
comes to an end, Butler is 
already focusing on the na-
tional level.

“Although I know the 
dangers of this sport and the 
possible consequences that 
could come of it, it’s my pas-
sion and I don’t see myself 
quitting anytime soon,” But-
ler said.

Turning a corner, Butler (11) competes against opponents and the course.

Every Friday night there are 
Birdville athletes compet-

ing in the nearby town of Sagi-
naw. 

Not recognized as a UIL 
sport, no Rawkin’ Hawks at-
tend, no cheerleaders root and 
yell and most of the partici-
pants go unnoticed around the 
campus, but the lack of atten-
tion does not stop Blake Wil-
son and the rodeo team from 
competing. Wilson is one of the 
six Birdville students that ride 
weekly in the North Texas High 
School Rodeo Association. 

   “It’s exciting and a great 
way to get your adrenaline go-
ing,” Wilson said. 

Wilson, Samantha Good-
win and Tiffany Sanderson are 
participating in the program 
for their third consecutive 
year. Goodwin and Sanderson’s 
events include steer undecorat-
ing and goat tying, and Justin 

Pierce rides bulls. 
“I’m working’ hard to get 

to the top of the standings in 
saddle and bare-back bronc 
bustin’,” Wilson said.

The top of the standings 
will mean beating out students 
from school rivals such as Azle, 
Boswell and Saginaw.

“We might not have as 
many participants as other 
schools, but all of us feel we can 
improve in one way or another,” 
Wilson said.

Rodeo is a year long sport 
that often draws a crowd of only 
parents and participants despite 
the constant excitement. New-
comers this year include Coo-
per Wade and Daniel Greer. 

Rodeo starts Friday’s at 8, 
Saturday’s at 7 and Sunday’s at 
2 in Saginaw Rodeo Arena.

   

~ Layne  Hancock
Staff Writer

Offensive Line celebrates victory 
with traditional ‘Fat Man Slide’

Birdville’s offensive line prepares for the snap at the Homecoming game  
against Saginaw

Turning a corner, Butler (11) competes against opponents and the course.

With Major League 
Baseball entering deep 

into the playoffs and on to 
the World Series, I have come 
to question the necessity of a 
highly paid player staff.

It is quite obvious that 
paying over $200 million 
dollars on an all-star lineup 
may attract a large crowd, but 
in the instance of the New 
York Yankees, the season out-
come just has not cut it. 

Organizations such as 
the Oakland A’s on the other 
hand are  very successful and 
with a low team salary. They 
for instance, draft unknown 
players and thrive off their 
success. 

Even while the Yankees 
may be highly paid, many 
aspects hinder their achieve-
ment of a World Series birth.

For one, the Yankees are 
a large group of individuals, 
not to be confused with an 
actual team. Most all the play-
ers are highly paid and seem 
to look out for number one, 
themselves.

Who can blame them 
though as Alex Rodriguez is 
reeling in over 25 million big 

ones. Why not play as an in-
dividual and perform to your 
best ability every once in a 
blue moon, because after all, 
they are getting paid the same 
regardless.

Also, through the past 
years’ acquirements of MVP 
caliber players that include 
Alex Rodriguez, Randy John-
son, Johnny Damon and 
Bobby Abreu, the Yankees 
thought themselves for sure 
World Series contenders, but 
once again have found them-
selves watching the series 
rather than playing in it.

I am not here to bash the 
Yankee organization, but one 
can not help but laugh at all 
the turmoil that has caused 
this all-star Yankee line-up to 
choke in the playoffs. 

Yankee fans expect a 
World Series title practically 
every season, and when one is 
not obtained, the year is cat-
egorized as a bad year.

As most teams pray for 
a playoff birth, the Yankees 
make it there most every year, 
but until they learn to play like 
a team, every year will contin-
ue to be viewed as a bad year.

Rodeo saddles up 
for new season

The slide is alive in the of-
fensive line’s post-game 

performance.
After a winning Varsity 

Hawk football game the “Fat 
Man Slide” can be witnessed 
at the 50-yard line. The name 
is an accurate portrayal for 
a high school offensive line 
that weighs in at over 1340 
pounds.

Started in the playoffs 
of 2004 by Jared Canter and 
various other football play-
ers, this event was created as 
a source of notoriety for the 
fi ve players that make-up the 
offensive line. 

“It’s our version of trying 
to hang onto the rope,” coach 
Gary Helzer said.

With all of the popular-
ity that comes with the other 
positions, this is the O-line’s 
way of keeping up and making 
their own fame.

“We needed something 
that was easy to learn and fun 
to do, and ‘the slide’ was just 
that,” Varsity lineman Jordan 
Conkle said.

It is apparent to fans that 
the “Fat Man Slide” is just a 
way for the line to celebrate 
and express their excitement 
after a big win. 

“With only two sacks in 

the past six games this season, 
we’re doing really good and 
this is one of the only sources 
of glory we get from the crowd 
after what we do,” Conkle 
said.

With all the “fun” that 

comes with the “Fat Man 
Slide” the act is surely some-
thing that will be passed down 
to the next generation of the 
Varsity football offensive line 
after graduation. 

All of the Varsity offen-

sive line players are hoping to 
go to college after they gradu-
ate. 

Jonathon Fayyazi, #61, 
hopes to go to Colorado State 
University. Jordan Conkle, 
#60, wants to attend Abilene 
Christian University. Jona-
thon Lester, #66, is crossed 
between Baylor University 
and the University of Geor-
gia at Athens. James Hipp, 
#67, is planning on going to 
the University of Texas. Chris 
Burnett, #68 and the only 
starting sophomore lineman 
on Varsity, although some-
what undecided, has his mind 
set on either the University 
of Texas or the University 
of Notre Dame. All of these 
young athletes have helped to 
continue this tradition  after 
all of the seven games of this 
season.

“It’s been a long upstand-
ing tradition with the offensive 
line”, senior offensive lineman 
Jonathon Lester said, “and I’m 
just glad to be passing it down 
to my underclassmen.” 

All in all, the Fat Man 
Slide represents teamwork, 
determination and the love of 
the game.

~ Richard Rivera
Staff Writer
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Cross Country brings dedication, purpose to meets  

Running in a meet, the cross country team strides toward their goal of a repeat appearance at Regionals.

~ Ethan Hutchins
Staff Writer

Birdville hockey has start-
ed off the season with a 

superb amount of strength. 
The BISD hockey team takes 
on rivals with fi fteen suiting 
out. 

Facing off South Lake 
Carroll, Birdville came out 
with a win and left the ice 
with a 3-1 score at the last 
buzzer. Northwest challenged 
Birdville coming out to a loss 
of 4-1. This leaving Birdville 
2-0 in region. 

Last year the team re-
ceived second in mid division. 

They left the year with a 10-4 
record. There are a total of 24 
games in the season setting 
standards high for Birdville 
Hockey to go undefeated. 

The team’s strength 
comes from nothing but prac-
tices. They have scheduled 
practices of one hour a day  
on Wednesdays and Sundays. 
Chris Bruc and Chris Cypher 
are the hockey coaches, teach-
ing them to play as one unit. 
They support each other, and 
push everyone as one to gain 
enough strength to be there 

for one another when needed. 
They have enough potential 
to over come any obstacle. 
Birdville hockey stands 
tied for fi rst place out of six 
teams. 

H.E.B. is their main op-
ponent to take down in order 
to get to the playoffs. John 
Steel has four points and one 
assist. Steel blew away North-
west with a hat trick, putting 
him above in points. 

The hockey team, as of 
right now, has one defensive 
player, John Skinner, who 

was recently suspended. The 
referee physically contacted 
Skinner causing him to react. 
The reaction sent him off the 
ice to the locker room for a 
twelve game suspension. Now 
leaving him to suit out for 
the remainder of the season, 
twelve games.  

“Were doing really good, 
we have potential as a team, “ 
Tyler Henderson said. 

Henderson is the Hock-
ey team’s right wing with 
strength and creativity out on 
the ice being expected. Hen-

derson and Jake Rombach are 
head to head with assists. 

Tournaments for the 
hockey team are out of reach 
but still leaving opportunities 
as they expect to take fi rst in 
silver division.  

Having a save percentage 
of ninety-fi ve, Colton Re-
ece shows his team strength. 
He has 30 shots on net let-
ting only two by. One in the 
Southlake Carroll game and 
another in the Northwest 
game. Reece, a sophomore 
at Birdville High school, was 

ranked second in state for 
goalie his freshman year. He 
also has his own individual 
strategies to learn how to 
come up with more saves. 
Trying to achieve  first in 
state, he has to work hard 
and keep his eyes on the 
puck.  

“I think we should do 
really good, most likely go 
undefeated if we play as a 
team,” Reece said. 

BISD Hockey Team attacks new season with wins 

~ Felipe Alvarez
Staff Writer

In the past few years, Cross 
Country has become a 

successful athletic program. 
The Varsity girls team quali-
fied for regionals in 2000, 
03, 04 and 05 and became 
the 2005 7-4A District 
Champions. The boys quali-

fied for regionals in 2000, 
01 and 05. 

“There are not many 
sports out there, that im-
prove your athletic abil-
ity throughout all the sports 
that one can participate in. 
I believe cross country is 

one of the sports that does,” 
Coach Eddie Brown said.

Cross country has be-
come an organization of 
successes due to the coach-
ing of Eddie Brown as well 
as the leadership of Varsity 
runners such as  Christopher  

Hutchins,  Tyler Thornton,  
Clint Burke,  Blake Wilson,  
Stephanie Alvarez, Casey 
Branach, Cameron Massie 
and many others. 

This season, cross-
country hopes to continue 
the tradition of success that 
has been occurring in the 
past years.

“This year, the guys 
team, in my opinion, has 
shown to be the hardest 
working guys team in years, 
and there are obvious expec-
tations for the girls,” Brown 
said. 

In the season so far, the 
runners have already par-
ticipated in numerous meets 
where individuals have im-
proved their personal re-
cords from the previous sea-
son, and as a team they have 
succeeded.

Varsity and junior var-
sity male runners run three 
miles in a meet, and on the 
women’s side, Varsity and ju-
nior varsity runners run two 

miles in a meet. 
“Cross-country is fun, 

but it can be really tough 
sometimes,”  Micah Lump-
kin said. 

Most team members 
will attest that cross coun-
try is a difficult sport and a 
challenging one, but fun at 
the same time.

“I like cross country, 
because it’s fun and hard to 
challenge myself,” Janelle 
Rosenberger said. 

Many say that cross-
country is a special kind of 
sport, because it has unity 
and dedication throughout 
the team.

“I have enjoyed run-
ning, because the people who 
do it are more dedicated to 
the sport than in any other 
sport,” Clint Burke said.

 Many enjoy the benefits 
that come from running. 

“I enjoy cross country, 
because to me it’s the only 
sport where everyone cheers 
for each other even if they’re 

from different schools, and 
of course there are always 
lots of girls to cheer me on,”  
Christopher Hutchins said. 

Other cross country 
runners feel it is a sport that 
helps relieve the stresses of 
everyday life. 

 “When I run, I am in a 
little zone of my own where 
I am able to think about 
certain things that are on 
my mind,” Cameron Massie 
said. 

The cross country team   
has competed in many meets 
this year. The district meet 
was scheduled to take place 
on Friday. Results were not 
available at press time.

If the cross country 
team does as well as they 
performed last year at the 
district meet, they could be 
going on once again to Re-
gionals, which is held at Mae 
Simmons park in Burleson.  

portsSScoop
Scor  • Stats
Standings

• Cross  Country •
Th e Varsity Girls laced fi rst and the Varsity guys laced fourth at the Dal-
las Coach  Invitational at Norbuck Park in Dallas. 

• Foot ball • 
Th e Varsity is curr ently 4-0 in dist ri  and 7-0  in overall season lay.
Th e Junior Vasrsity team is undeafeated in dist ri  with an overall r ord of  8-0.

• Golf• 
Th e girls team has laced s ond and fi rst in tournaments and is looking for 
the third win at the tournament to be held at Meadowbrook on Wedn day. Th e 
Guys team has laced s ond at a tournament held at Fo il Ridge and fourth at 
Diamond Oaks. 

• Hockey •
Th e hockey  team is undefeated with an overall r ord of  4-0.

 

• Tennis • 
Th e Varist y team is 6-0 and won dist ri . Th ey  are headed for regionals at 

Wichita Falls. Th e JV is 5-1 in dist ri .

• Volley ball • 
Th e Varsity team went 14-2 in dist ri  with an overall r ord of  24-13. Th e 

junior varsity went 15-1 in dist ri  lay.

Traffi c Tickets Defended
In Forth Worth, Arlington, Euless, Grapevine, Southlake, Hurst, Keller, Forest Hill, 

White Settlement, Colleyville, Bedford, North Richland Hills, Richland Hills, 
Watauga, Haltom City, Crowley, Mansfi eld, Pantego, Dalworthington Gardens

and elsewhere in Tarrant County

James R. Mallory
Attorney At Law

(817) 924-3236
3024 Sandage

Fort Worth, TX 76109-1793

No promise as to results.
Any fi ne and court costs are not included in fee for legal representation.

www.JamesMallory.com
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8 THE HAWK ENTERTAINMENT

When entering a small 
restaurant to eat the 

quality of the service and 
food may come into more 
question than at a larger res-
taurant. 

Some small restaurants, 
on the other hand, are an ex-
ception and they do provide 
what a larger restaurant can 
dish out. iVyZ is not one of 
these restaurants. 

iVyZ is located at Hwy 
26 and Precinct (former lo-
cation of Chuck’s). They are 
open from 6:30 am to 3:00 
pm every day of the week.

Entering the restau-
rant, patrons might notice 
the décor, seeing how there 
are many vases fi lled with 
ivy, and the wallpaper is cov-
ered with ivy as well. 

iVyZ has its own unique 
look, but it gives one the 
feeling of claustrophobia. 

The apparent unwill-
ingness of the host to go the 
extra mile to get a booth in-
stead of a regular table for a 
family of fi ve was evident.

The prices range from 
something cheap such as 
the Saucy-Cinnamuffi n for 
$2.75, to a little more ex-
pensive such as the Salsalito 
Seared Sirloin for $8.50.

There are many food 
choices throughout the 
menu, ranging from oat-
meals and pancakes under 
Daybreaks and the Bacon 

FOODFOODFOODFOODFOODFOODFOODFoodFOODFOODFOODFOODFOODFOODFOODFOODFOODFOODFOODFOODFOODFOODFOODfood
RESTAURANT

REVIEW

After a few months 
of frenzied building Metro 
Cinema is now open on Col-
leyville Boulevard, near Mar-
ket Street and Gloria’s Res-
taurant. Offering a different 
experience for the moviegoer, 
Metro Cinema aims to please 
casual moviegoers and movie 
buffs alike. 

Metro Cinema brings a 
new approach to the movie go-
ing experience. With a mod-
ern look it brings a luxurious 
feel to the theater. Combining 
the movie going experience 
with a restaurant. The Indigo 
Grille, the Metro brings a less 
crowded and more personable 
atmosphere to the patrons.  

The Metro houses six 
movie screens, including 
its state-of-the-art IMAX 
screen. The Metro Cinema is 

New Metro Cinema offers customers 
rooms, restaurant, 3-D experience

the only non-museum theater 
in Tarrant County to provide 
the IMAX experience and the 
only one in the area to have 
3-D capabilities. 

The IMAX theater has a 
forty-foot screen and boasts 

of sparkling clear images and 
high-tech, crystal clear sur-
round sound to provide the 
patron with a breathtaking 
experience. 

There are also two private 
rooms that can house a vari-

ety of private parties, includ-
ing birthday parties, private 
screenings and cocktail recep-
tions. The Metro can also host 
themed parties, including the 
Academy Awards and Monday 
Night Football. 

Other amenities include 
the Indigo Bar and Grille, the 
Metro’s stand alone restaurant. 
They provide a full-service 
menu of American cuisine for 
the moviegoer to enjoy in the 
theaters, including a wide selec-
tion of spirits for the over-21s. 
For a private party, the Indigo 
Grille can customize their menu 
to fi t the customers’ desires.

For more information 
and showtimes, visit www.me-
trocinema.com

~ Caleb Wilson
Co-Editor-In-Chief

IMAX screen stretches forty feet

The stream of summer 
blockbusters has ended 

and now audiences can look 
forward to a fresh new vari-
ety of movies for late fall and 
winter. Some are the usual 
batch of holiday movies, some 
are comedic relief, and oth-
ers are visionary movies with 
intricate storylines that could 
quite possibly create a buzz 
just in time for the Oscars.

A foreign fi lm leads the 
the holiday movie season. On 
November 3, Spanish fi lm 
Volver opens. Winner of two 
awards at the Cannes Film 
Festival (Best Screenplay 
and Best Actress), the story 
tells of two separated sisters 
in Madrid who years ago lost 
their parents in a village fi re. 
When their aunt Paula, the 
only woman to speak of their 
past, dies, a twist pushes the 
past back to them whether 
they would like to or not.

Opening on the same 
day is a more comedic movie, 
Borat, or full title, Borat: Cul-
tural Learnings of America for 
Make Benefi t Glorious Nation 
of Kazakhstan. Borat is a TV 
reporter from Kazakhstan 
who is sent off to the United 
States where he focuses more 
on fi nding Pamela Anderson 
than reporting on the “great-
est country in the world”. 

Babel, also a Cannes 
contender, opens on Novem-
ber 10. Babel, featuring stars 
such as Brad Pitt and Cate 
Blanchett, spins a web of 
three interconnected stories 
that take place in Morocco, 
Tunisia, Japan and Mexico. 
One storyline follows an 
American tourist couple who 
face tragedy while vacation, 
another follows a Mexican 
nanny attempting to cross the 
border, and the other follows 
a rebellious and deaf Japanese 
teenage girl.

Also on November 10 is 

the quirky comedy, Stranger 
than Fiction, which tells of an 
IRS auditor (Will Ferrell), 
who unexpectedly fi nds his 
life being narrated by a voice 
only he can hear. The narra-
tor of his life begins infl uenc-
ing his normal life routines in 
work, love and following him 
even to his death. Cast mem-
bers also include Maggie Gyl-
lenhaal, Dustin Hoffman and 
Queen Latifah.

Jack Black explodes on 
screen with partner Kyle Gass 
on November 17 in Tenacious 
D in: The Pick of Destiny, an 
in-your-face comedy about a 
megaband setting out on an 
adventure to steal a legendary 
guitar pick. Plenty of come-
dic actors make an appear-
ance with anywhere from Ben 
Stiller to Amy Poehler, Tim 
Robbins to Will Ferrell.

The R rated comedy Let’s 
Go to Prison premiers Novem-
ber 22. When two polar op-
posite men share a prison cell, 
hilarious antics and situations 

ensue.
In theatres November 

24 is Deck the Halls, a light-
hearted, holiday popcorn 
fl ick about two neighbors 
feuding against each other 
with over-the-top Christmas 
decorations.. Well-known ac-
tors Matthew Broderick and 
Danny DeVito play the quar-
relling neighbors.

On December 1, one of 
the less cheerful December 
movies opens—Skinwalkers. 
Skinwalkers follows a young 
boy sought after by packs of 
werewolves as he nears his 
thirteenth birthday. Unbe-
knownst to him, he too will 
transform as he comes of age. 

The Mel Gibson directed 
Apocalypto arrives Decem-
ber 8. This action-adventure 
thriller tells the story of a Jag-
uar Paw, a young Mayan man 
chosen as a human sacrifi ce by 
his ruler in appease the Gods. 
By doing so, the dying civili-
zation will fl ourish once more. 
Jaguar Paw, who does wish for 

his early death, escapes.
Kate Winslet and Camer-

on Diaz play two love-troubled 
women in The Holiday. They 
decide to switch homes--one 
to America and one to Eng-
land--where they each end up 
falling in love with a local in 
their new home. The Holiday is 
in theatres December 8. 

Premiering December 
25 is Alfonso Cuaron’s sci-
ence-fi ction thriller Children 
of Men, based on the novel 
by  P.D. James. Set in a future 
where humans can no longer 
procreate, humankind is in 
the hands of one woman who 
is miraculously pregnant as a 
former activist fi ghts to give 
her sanctuary.

Come December 29 is 
Pan’s Labyrinth, set in fascist 
1944 Spain. A lonely child, 
Ofelia, dreams up a fantasy 
world of chimeras and adven-
ture to escape the real world.

~ Priscilla Totiyapungprasert
Entertainment Editor

Cheeseburger under The 
Burgs. The prices vary ac-
cording to the time of day 
or the menu list, break-
fast, lunch and dinner. The 
food tastes similar to the 
food that other restaurants 
serve, so the production is 
satisfactory. 

The food was unex-
pectedly good; of course 
one would think so when 
they have been waiting for 
twenty plus minutes.

The cleanliness of this 
restaurant’s surroundings 
is lacking attention. The 
bathrooms had used paper 
towels lying on the fl oor, 
and the toilets were in the 
process of being cleaned.

Uncleaned tables were 
left with the plates from the 
previous customers  and the 
spills of unknown drinks 
were practically running 
off the table. The fl ies’ sur-
rounding the food was an-
other cleanliness issue that 
needed to be addressed.

iVyZ is not recom-
mended as the local quiet 
neighborhood gathering 
place. On the other hand, 
if a customer is on the hunt 
for a jungle like environ-
ment with fl ies scavenging 
for food, then iVyZ is the 
right place.

~ Ethan Hutchins
Staff Writer

Upcoming Movies
November

Babel
Borat

Deck the Halls
Déjà Vu

The Fountain
Let’s Go to Prison

Stranger than Fiction
Tenacious D in: The Pick of Destiny

Volver

December
Apocalypto

The Brazilian Job
Charlotte’s Web
Children of Men

Dreamgirls
Eragon

The Holiday
Skinwalkers

Kazakhstan, werewolves, prison inmates, year 2027?

Fresh variety of movies arrive on screen
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Yearbooks
BUY YOURS TODAY!

Pick up an order form 
in Room A400
or order online 

from theBHS webpage

http://www.birdville.k12.tx.us/
schools/010/default.html
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