
Squid Dissection Lab – Alternative Assignment
Name: __________________________________ Date: ____________________ Core: _____

LT1: I can gain an understanding of mollusk anatomy and adaptations using digital sources.
LT2: I can make connections between mollusk anatomy and human body systems.

Source:

 “Lab: Squid Dissection.” www.lake.k12.fl.us/cms/lib/FL01000799/Centricity/Domain/3762/Squid_Prelab_discussion.pdf.

Background Information:



Digital Research: 

Directions: Use digital sources to answer the following questions about squid and their anatomy.

1. Describe the function of each of the following parts of the squid.

Fin

Chromatophores

Eye

Arms and 
Tentacles
Suction Cups

Pen

Mantle

Gonad

Heart

Gills

Ink Sac

Siphon

2. How many arms do squid have? ________ How many tentacles? ______

3. Based on the structure of the arms and the tentacles, describe how their purposes differ. (i.e. 
What do the arms do and what do the tentacles do?)
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

4. What structures do squid have that are similar to structures in the human body?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

5. Do these structures have similar functions to those found in the human body?  Explain.

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________



___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

6. What body systems did you observe in squid that are also seen in humans?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

7. Do you think that squid have the same type of body organization that humans do? (i.e. cells 
form tissues which form organs which form systems) Why or why not?
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

8. What do you think is the most interesting feature of the squid?  Why?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

On the attached squid diagrams label the following:

External squid diagram Internal squid diagram

FINS
EYES
BEAK

MANTLE
CHROMATOPHORES

TENTACLES
ARMS

SUCTION CUPS
SIPHON

FUNNEL
ESOPHAGUS

GILLS
INK SAC

STOMACH
HEARTS
GONAD

PEN






