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Video production
Sketchbook
2020/2021 Hybrid & Remote 

This sketchbook is for you to use as a place to place your thoughts, ideas, experiments and 

musings. 

You can feel free to photocopy pages, sections and use them as your work needs it.  
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Composition
Fill the panels with an example of each of the composition rules listed. 

LEADING LINES

RULE OF THIRDS

BALANCE & SYMMETRY



V i d e o  P r o d u c t i o n  S k e t c h b o o k

VIEWPOINT

DEPTH OF FIELD

		  Above		B  ellow

		  Shallow		D  eep

		E  ye Level		B  ecoming the Subject
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perspective
Create a cube or cuboid by connecting the lines to the vanishing point.
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Creating depth
Using perspective fill the panels with the environment to a scene.



V i d e o  P r o d u c t i o n  S k e t c h b o o k



V i d e o  P r o d u c t i o n  S k e t c h b o o k

foreground 

middle ground

background
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Creating depth
Using perspective fill the panels with the environment to a scene. The scene should have a 

foreground, a middle ground and a background that is in perceptive. 
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WHAT GOES INTO A STO-

RYBOARD
THE SUBJECTS
Most films are possible to watch on mute. This is because the majority of the story is told visual-

ly. The images should focus on the subjects of the film as they progress through the plot.

THE FRAMING
The image approximates what will be on screen. From this, directors can learn whether a shot 

will be wide, medium, or close, as well as which characters and objects need to be in each scene.

THE ACTION
As with comic books, a series of static images can show a great deal of motion. The storyboard 

should demonstrate how characters will move through the scene.

Under the images is text with additional information about each shot, including

SCENE DESCRIPTION
To better serve as a reference, your storyboard should note which scene from the script is being 

represented in the storyboard, including scene number and page number. 

DIALOGUE

You can quote specific lines of dialogue to better tie the script into the storyboard.

How long does a storyboard have to be?

A finished storyboard has at least one frame for every shot

If the scenes have important action, consider making 2-3 frames to convey it.
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PAN: Clearly drawn in arrows of Direction

Push in / Tuck in Push Out / Tuck out

How to draw Camera Movement in you 

storyboards
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Camera Adjust less than one full frame

Horizontal Pan | Add depth information

Vertical Pan Diagonal Pan 
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Storyboard practice

Use this space to practice creating storyboards and creating a 3 act story 

and at least 5 different shot types, sizes, etc

BEGINNING

MIDDLE

END
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Storyboard practice

Use this space to practice creating storyboards and creating a 3 act story 

and at least 5 different shot types, sizes, etc

BEGINNING

MIDDLE

END
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TITLE

CHARACTERS

Date

THEMES

IDEAS
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Timeline
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Scene Shot SizeShot #

       ECU               CU                 MCU              MS                 CS                 MFS              FS                 WS/LS        ECU               CU                 MCU              MS                 CS                 MFS              FS                 WS/LS

Scene Shot SizeShot #

Scene Shot SizeShot #

Scene Shot SizeShot #

Scene Shot SizeShot #

Scene Shot SizeShot #

Project Scene Page Of

       ECU               CU                 MCU              MS                 CS                 MFS              FS                 WS/LS        ECU               CU                 MCU              MS                 CS                 MFS              FS                 WS/LS

       ECU               CU                 MCU              MS                 CS                 MFS              FS                 WS/LS        ECU               CU                 MCU              MS                 CS                 MFS              FS                 WS/LS
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Project Collaborators Date Page _ of _

Scene # Location Shot Type Shot S ize Camera Move Audio Subject Description

Script Notes
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Script Notes
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Save the Ca

ACT 1 Opening Image Theme Stated Set up 

ACT 2A B Story Fun 

ACT 2B Bad guys Close in

ACT 3 Gather the Team Execute the Plan

Notes
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ve the Cat

Catalyst Debate Break Into 2

and Games Midpoint

All is lost
Dark Night of the 

Soul
Break into 3

High Tower Surprise Dig Deep Execute the plan Final Image
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TITLE

CHARACTERS

Date

THEMES
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Timeline
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Save the Cat

ACT 1

ACT 2A

TITLE Date
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ACT 2B

FINALE

Script Notes
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Script Notes
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Timeline
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Save the Cat

ACT 1

ACT 2A

TITLE Date
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Script Notes
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Script Notes

ACT 2B

ACT 3
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Script Notes
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HEROES JOURNEY
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Script Notes
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Story Circle
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Script Notes
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Story Circle
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PLOT CLOCKS

TIMELINES

BRAIN STORMING 
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Title

CHARACTERS

Date

THEMES

Ideas
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Plot Clock / Circular Structure
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Plot Clock / Circular Structure
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Notes
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Math for writers

250 WORDS = 1 PAGE OF A BOOK

Words 62,500 76,000 87,000

Pages 250 300 350

WORDS TO SPEECH

Words 2,250 3,750 5,625

M ins 18 30 45

PAGES TO SCREEN

1 page of a screenplay = 1 minute of screen time
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General character 

archetypes

Hero Herald

The protagonist. The one who changes. The one presenting the adventure

Shadow Threshold Guardians

The antagonist The Shadow’s goons.

Allies Shape shifter

The allies The one we don’t trust

The Mentor Trickster

The Obi-wan The funny one.
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Thumbnail Sketches
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Develop further
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Sketch
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Sketch
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Sketch


