
Lesson 9: Time 
to Outsmart the 

British

Close Reading
of Chapter 5: 

It’s War!



Let’s do a little review about 
chapter 5…

At the beginning of the war 
between the British and the 
colonists, who seemed most 
likely to win the war?  Why?



When George Washington wrote to the Continental Congress 
in December 1777 describing the state of the army, what was 

morale like?  Why do you think that?



Reread page 40.

Close reading 



Reread page 40.

The second sentence reads, “The 
Continental Army, at least at first, was 

not exactly a force to be reckoned 
with.”  What does that phrase mean?  
What is the author saying about the 

Continental Army? 
What evidence does the author give to 

support that claim?



Who won the battle on 
Long Island?  How do you

know?

The topic sentence in the 
third paragraph on page 
42 says, “that is exactly 
what Washington did,” 

what did Washington do?



Mrs. Kelly

Sebastian

Grace

Conner

Karen

Arianna

Do you remember what personification
is?  What is an example of 

personification on page 44?

Instead of “Their feet hurt,” the text 
states, “Their injured feet left bloody 

footprints in the snow.”  Which 
sentence is more powerful or 

effective?



Read the last paragraph on page 47. 
What hints do we have about what 
will happen as the Revolutionary 

War continues?



Pronoun-Action Verb Agreement
First, we need to talk about what pronouns are.  Pronouns are words that can be 

used in place of a noun.  
I, you, he, she, it, we, and they are pronouns.



Pronoun-Action Verb Agreement

I learn

you work

he marches

she dries

it sails

we wash

you talk

they fight



Turn to Activity Page 9.1 (workbook page 89) 
Let’s do one together and then you can complete the 

rest of the page on your own.
We also need to look carefully at the directions for the

back side!  

You will have a little 
bit of time to work on 
this in class and the 

rest will be homework.



Prefixes: im- and in-
Remember that both prefixes mean “not”; Add im- to words that start with m, b, and p

possible impossible (not) able to happen

capable incapable (not) having the skill or ability

active inactive (not) working or doing 
something physical

correct incorrect (not) right

patient impatient (not) accept delays

perfect imperfect (not) as good as possible

practical impractical (not) likely to work/succeed



Turn to Activity page 9.2 
(workbook page 91). 

Choose the best word to 
complete each sentence 
and write it on the line.  

Then turn to the back and 
create a sentence use the 

given word.



Finish Activity pages
9.1 and 9.2.

Whatever you do not
finish in class you 
need to take home 

for homework.


