
Lesson 5: The 
Truth About 
Paul Revere



Let’s check your 
answers for 

Activity Page 4.2.



We are going to be 
comparing  2 texts about 
Paul Revere’s famous ride 

to Lexington.  First, we will
be rereading “The Night 

Rider” section of our 
chapter.  Turn to page 24 in
your reader and read that 

page to yourself.



1.  What historical event took place on April 18, 1775?

2.   Which way were the British soldiers going to Concord from
      Boston?
3. How did Paul Revere know the British soldiers were going this
      way?

4. Why did Paul Revere ride? (There were really 2 reasons)

5. Was Paul Revere the only person who rode toward Concord?

6. According to historians, how did Paul Revere warn colonists?



Turn to Activity page 5.1 
(workbook page 53).  You will be 
reading part of the poem “Paul 
Revere’s Ride” by Henry 
Wadsworth Longfellow.  He 
wrote this about 85 years after 
the actual ride as a way to 
inspire American Patriotism.



Let’s dig a little deeper 
into each stanza.

1.  What does it mean when it says “From ‘Paul Revere’s 
Ride’”?
2.  What does it mean that “Hardly a man is now 
alive/Who remembers that famous day and year?
3.  What is the rhyme scheme? (ABAB? AABB?)



1. Who is “he”?

2. What were the 2 
ways that the British 
soldiers could get to 
Concord that night?

3. So why does 
Longfellow write, 
“one if by land and 
two if by sea”?



Who was impatient?

Where was Revere and what was he 
doing?

What is Revere feeling based on 
these lines?

Spectral = ghostlike
Somber = sad and serious

Why do you think the 
belfry was described as 
lonely, spectral, somber,
and still? Why do you think Revere “springs to

the saddle” but then “lingers and 
gazes”?

impetuous = done in an
  emotional way



Should Longfellow’s poem be 
used as an accurate account 

of Paul Revere’s ride? 
Discuss this with your Speed 

dial 4 group and use text 
evidence to support your 

ideas!



Word Work
revolutionary

Text Example:
There was no going back - The 
Revolutionary War had begun!

Meaning:
leading to or relating to, a 
complete change

Thomas Edison’s invention 
of the lightbulb was 

revolutionary.

Can you think of some other examples
of revolutionary changes due to 
inventions or changes in procedures?



Writing
Time



Narrator: Katie
Sons of Liberty:
Paul Revere: Jackson 1: 
Karen
Members of Parliament: 2: 
Brigita

1: Caitlynn
3: Sebastian
2: Devin
4: Cora
3: Kaylea
5: Aspen
4: Arianna
6: Grace
5: Tristan
7: Lilly

8: 
Ella

You have 2 minutes to read your part, ask for help 
with any of the words, and figure out how you 
should read your part. (excited, angry, etc.)



Time to act out the 
vignette!



Take a moment to complete 
the chart on Activity page 
5.3 (workbook page 59) to 
show who was involved in 
each of the events shown.  



Now, you are going to use all of the information that you 
have learned, your graphic organizer, and the words in 
the word bank to respond to the writing prompt on the 
back side of Activity page 5.3.


