
Lesson 16: 

An Allegory of Independence

Unit 7 American 
Revolution:

The Road to Independence



MATERIALS NEEDED
➢ The Road to Independence Reader
➢ Unit 7 Activity Book
➢ Establish partners to edit essay 



TODAY’S FOCUS

Grammar: I can use modal auxiliary verbs and forms of the 
verb to be to convey various conditions.
[L.4.1]

Reading:  I can compare and contrast Rip Van Winkle’s 
outlook prior to the Revolutionary War, before he fell asleep, 
and beyond the Revolutionary War, after he woke from his 
20-year slumber.
[RI.4.3, RI.4.5, RL.4.10]



TODAY’S FOCUS

Writing: I can develop and strengthen cause and eǕfect 
essays as needed, by planning, revising, and editing.
[W.4.4, W.4.5]

Morphology:  I can recognize various roots and the 
suǕǕixes -able and -ible as clues to the meaning of words, 
and use the words in writing.
[L.4.4]



We will review your 
responses to Activity Page 
15.3.

Review Chapter 9   (10 min.)

Reading:  I can compare and contrast Rip Van Winkle’s outlook prior to the 
Revolutionary War, before he fell asleep, and beyond the Revolutionary War, 
after he woke from his 20-year slumber.



K-We will KNOW about a style writing called Allegory
U- We will UNDERSTAND that  an allegory is a story 
in which the characters and events are symbols that 
stand for political or historical situations.  
 B- We BE  of TO explain how Rip Van Winkle gains his
independence from his wife and how it compares to 
the colonies gaining independence from the British in 
an exit ticket.

KUB Objectives



We will reread two portions of Chapter 9, “Rip Van Winkle.”

Remember the tale of Rip Van Winkle 
spans 20 years, including both time 
before and after the Revolutionary War 
in America. We will focus on Rip Van 
Winkle’s village life before and after his 
long sleep.



Turn to the table of contents, locate the chapter, and then turn to 
the Ǖirst page of the chapter. 

I will call on a student to read The Big Question at the beginning of 
the chapter.

We will read closely to compare Rip Van Winkle’s life before and 
after his adventure in the Catskill Mountains.



I will call on a student to read the Ǖirst paragraph on page 72 
aloud.

Close Reading “Rip Van Winkle”        (25 min.)

What does it mean that Rip Van Winkle is “ready to attend to 
anybody’s business but his own”?

He neglects things in his own life for which he should be 
responsible.
What two details from the paragraph help explain the meaning of 
the phrase “ready to attend to anybody’s business but his own”? 
(tap)



Follow along as I read the second paragraph on page 72 aloud.

Cite descriptions of Rip Van Winkle from the text that may provoke 
his wife’s complaints.

He is “one of those happy fools who lived without a care”; he
“ate white bread or brown, whichever required less thought or 
trouble”; and he “preferred to starve on a penny than work for a 
pound.”



From these opening paragraphs, what can you infer about the 
relationship between Rip Van Winkle and his wife?

Answers may vary, but should include that they do not appear 
to be happy together, as she is constantly complaining, and he 
frequently leaves the house to avoid her attacks.



I will call on a student to read the third paragraph aloud, 
including the end of the paragraph on page 74.

Console means to comfort or try to make someone feel better or 
less sad. How do you think Rip Van Winkle’s wife feels about the 
way he spends his time with the other men to comfort himself? 
Explain your answer.

Answers may vary, but should include that Rip’s wife would 
not approve of sitting around gossiping, telling stories, and reading 
newspapers; she would think this is a waste of time, as he is doing 
nothing to earn money to support his family.



Read page 77 silently, beginning with the Ǖirst full paragraph.
How does information you have learned from other chapters help 
you interpret the meaning of the changes to the portrait of King 
George at the inn: Answers may vary, but may 

include that the British were called 
redcoats because of their red 
uniforms, so now the red uniform has 
been exchanged for the blue color of 
General Washington’s Continental 
Army uniform; the typical headwear for the patriots was a tri-

cornered, or cocked, hat; General Washington was the 
commander of the Continental Army, which defeated King 
George’s army, so he is now the one revered in public places 
rather than the king.



Read page 78 silently.
The idiom “heart sank” is used in the Ǖirst sentence of this 
paragraph. What does it mean that Rip’s heart sank? 

Rip is discouraged and disappointed over hearing about all the 
changes in his village.

I will call on a student to read the Ǖirst two paragraphs on page 
79.
Air is a multiple-meaning word. Air can mean the invisible gases 
surrounding the earth. Air can also mean appearance, or certain 
quality. What is the meaning of the word air in this context?

Appearance or certain quality



Read the next two paragraphs on page 79 silently.

When Rip tells his story, many are skeptical. What does the word 
skeptical mean, and what cludes to its meaning are contained in 
the text? 

Having or expressing doubts about something; someone “well-
versed in local traditions” conǕirmed the story “in the most 
satisfactory manner.”



Read the last two paragraphs on page 79 silently.

Rip returns to the same inn he used to frequent many years ago. 
What two details from the text suggest that aging has changed the
way others view him now?

“Having arrived at that happy age when a man can retire and 
rest”; and Rip is “revered as one of the wise, old men of the village.”



Follow along as I reread the Ǖinal paragraph on page 79 aloud.

The idiom “when life hangs heavy on their hands” means that time 
passes very slowly, suggesting that life may be burdensome or dull.
What clue does this idiom provide to the meaning of the phrase 
“henpecked husbands”?
This idiom suggests that when the neighborhood men feel 
burdened and bored because of their wives’ constant criticism, they
remember how Rip Van Winkle went into the mountains to escape 
his wife’s complaints, and dream about escaping to an adventure, 
too.



Many people consider Washington Irving’s “Rip Van Winkle” to be 
an allegory of the American Revolution. An allegory is a story in 
which the characters and events are symbols that stand for a 
political or historical situation.

How well do you understand what I mean by allegory? Show me 
with a thumb up, down, or in the middle.

*If needed, explain allegory in a diǕferent way using the next slide.

Discuss Chapter and Wrap-Up   (5min.)

Check for Understanding



Allegory Explained (if needed)
  An allegory is a story with a hidden meaning. The story has a 
literal storyline but the characters are also symbols which 
represent ideas. A common form of allegory are fables.  Let’s look 
at the “The Lion and the Mouse.”
The Lion and the Mouse video

The literal storyline is a lion spares a mouse that awakens him. 
Later, when the lion is caught in a hunter’s trap, the mouse frees 
him.

A hidden meaning could be that the mouse represents weaker 
members of society and the lion represents the strongest members
of society and the lesson is sometimes the weakest can help the 
strongest.  This story is an example of an allegory.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iPybpc-xuG0


Remember Rip Van Winkle thinks his wife is very controlling. Think 
of Rip Van Winkle as a symbol of Colonial American and Dame Van
Winkle as a symbol of Great Britain. In other words, Dame Van 
Winkle tries to control Rip in the same way that Great Britain tried 
to control Colonial America.
Colonial America and Rip Van Winkle are both symbols of 
independence. Colonial America gained its independence from 
Great Britain during the American Revolution. 
How did Rip Van Winkle gain his independence from his wife?

He escapes her control and criticism by sleeping for 20 
years, during which time his wife dies.



In the chapter you read, “Having arrived at that happy age when a 
man can rest and retire, Rip took his place once more on the bench 
at the inn and was revered as one of the wise, old men of the 
village.”
Say the word revere with me: revere

Revere means to respect or honor, as in:
The astronauts were revered for their important 

contributions to knowledge about the moon.
What are some people who are revered in our community?
What part of speech is the word revere?      verb

Word Work: Revere (5 min.)



Think about what revere means. Now list some synonyms of, or 
words that have a similar meaning to, revere. I have given you 
some hints.

Glorify   admire praise love

Now think of antonyms, or words that have the opposite 
meaning, of revere.

Dishonor disrespect hate
scorn



We will brieǕly 
review to be 
verbs and modal
auxiliary verbs 
(next slide.)

Practice to be Verbs and Modal Auxiliary Verbs    (15 
min.)

Grammar: I can use modal auxiliary verbs and forms of the verb to be to 
convey various conditions.





Explain the proper form of the to be verb and the modal auxiliary
verb needed for each blank. (tap to reveal)

The soldiers _____ joyful that the war _____ end soon. 

I ______curious about what _______ happen next. 

Turn to Activity Page 16.1. I will review the directions and you 
will complete the Activity Page in class. 
I will collect 16.1 to review and 
grade.

are wil
l

am might



The two suǕǕixes we
are studying are -
able and -ible. The 
Latin suǕǕixes both 
mean “able to.”
When -able and -
ible are added to 
nouns or verbs, the 
word becomes an 
adjective.

Practice SuǕǕixes -able and -ible       (15 min.)

Morphology:  I can recognize various roots and the suǕǕixes -able and -ible as 
clues to the meaning of words, and use the words in writing.

-ible

Able to-able

Able to



I will call on a student to read the words below.

Enjoy, enjoyable, predict, predictable, access, accessible, collect, 
collectible

Listen to the following sentences and decide which word from the 
list best completes the sentence. (tap to reveal)

The play was so __________that the entire audience stood up and 
clapped when it was over. 

My brother told me that some rare coins are ____________.
enjoyable

collectible



Enjoy, enjoyable, predict, predictable, access, accessible, collect, 
collectible

The children watch the weather report to see if the meteorologist 
will ________rain for the weekend.

We could not __________ the road to the park because a tree had 
fallen across it during the storm.

I like almost every Ǖlavor of ice cream, but I especially ________ 
anything with chocolate.

predict

access

enjoy



Turn to Activity Page 16.2. I will review the directions and we will 
complete the Ǖirst sentence as a group. 

 I will collect 16.2 to review and grade.

comfort





Take out your completed essay. We will 
work in the editing stage of the writing 
process today.

Writing: I can develop and strengthen cause and eǕfect essays as needed, 
by planning, revising, and editing.

Edit Cause and EǕfect Essays     (15 min.)



Turn to Activity Page SR.3.

You will edit your own work, 
using the checklist provided.

When you Ǖinish editing your 
work, exchange essays with a 
partner and check each other’s 
work against the checklist.  

I will collect your essays to 
evaluate.



Grammar: I can use modal auxiliary verbs and forms of the 
verb to be to convey various conditions.
[L.4.1]

Reading:  I can compare and contrast Rip Van Winkle’s 
outlook prior to the Revolutionary War, before he fell asleep, 
and beyond the Revolutionary War, after he woke from his 
20-year slumber.
[RI.4.3, RI.4.5, RL.4.10]

GREAT WORK TODAY!



Writing: I can develop and strengthen cause and eǕfect 
essays as needed, by planning, revising, and editing.
[W.4.4, W.4.5]

Morphology:  I can recognize various roots and the 
suǕǕixes -able and -ible as clues to the meaning of words, 
and use the words in writing.
[L.4.4]

GREAT WORK TODAY!


