
Lesson 16: An 
Allegory of 

Independence

Close Reading
of Rip Van 

Winkle



Tristan will read aloud the first paragraph on page 72.

What does it mean that Rip Van Winkle is “ready to 
attend to anybody’s business but his own”?

What two details from the paragraph help explain the
meaning of the phrase?

Aspen will read the second paragraph aloud.

Based on the description of Rip Van Winkle, why 
might his wife complain about him?

What kind of relationship do they have?




