
Lesson 15: 

Rin Van Winkle

Unit 7 American 
Revolution:

The Road to Independence



MATERIALS NEEDED
➢ The Road to Independence Reader
➢ Unit 7 Activity Book
➢ Teacher Guide page 288 for the spelling word list
➢ Hand back cause and eǕfect essays if applicable
➢ Prepare small groups to share writing
➢ Notebook
➢ Collect Activity Page 14.2 to review and grade



TODAY’S FOCUS

Writing: I can engage in collaborative discussions with peers, 
providing and receiving constructive criticism in regard to cause 
and eǕfect essays; and use feedback to strengthen and develop 
writing by planning, revising, and editing.
[W.4.5, SL.4.1]

Spelling: I can correctly spell targeted words related to lesson 
content.
[L.4.2, L.4.6]



TODAY’S FOCUS

Reading:  I can examine elements of historical Ǖiction and the 
details of everyday life that changed or stayed the same for 
colonists following the Revolutionary War.
[RI.4.2, RI.4.3, RI.4.10, RL.4.3]



Turn to Activity Page 15.1 
for the spelling assessment.
I will say each word, use it in a 
sentence, and then repeat the 
word.

Spelling Assessment    (15 min.)

Spelling: I can correctly spell targeted words related to lesson content.

At the end, I will review the list once more.
Remember to pronounce and spell each word syllable by syllable.

After reviewing all the words, you will write a sentence as I dictate.
Check for appropriate capitalization and punctuation.



Take out your cause and eǕfect essay.

You now have a completed draft of your cause and eǕfect essay. 

Today you will be working in the share and evaluate stages of the 
writing process to receive feedback and reǕlect on your essay. 
Receiving feedback and reǕlecting on writing helps writers reǕine what
they have written to make it clearer and more enjoyable for readers 
to read.

Review Cause and EǕfect Essay  (5 min.)

Writing: I can engage in collaborative discussions with peers, providing and 
receiving constructive criticism in regard to cause and eǕfect essays; and use 
feedback to strengthen and develop writing by planning, revising, and editing.



Before we begin, we will discuss expectations for small group 
sharing.



Move into your small group with your draft and a pencil.
After each student reads his or her cause and eǕfect essay, other 
students in the group should each share one compliment and one 
question.

You will complete Activity Page 15.4 
independently after you Ǖinish sharing 
in your small group.

If you Ǖinish the activity page, you 
may begin revising your essay.

Ready, begin!

Share and Receive Feedback (20 min.)



I will call on a few students to share the 
revision goals they set for their cause 
and eǕfect essay.

If you did not Ǖinish Activity Page 15.4 or 
revise your essay, Ǖinish at home.

Wrap-Up          (5 min.)



We will read Chapter 9 “Rip Van Winkle” (adapted from the story by 
Washington Irving).

Remember Washington Irving also wrote “The Legend of Sleepy 
Hollow.” Both stories were part of the same collection of stories, The
Sketch Book of GeoǕfrey Crayon, published as a series of short 
stories throughout 1819 and 1820, nearly 40 years after the end of 
the Revolutionary War. 

Reading:  I can examine elements of historical Ǖiction and the details of everyday
life that changed or stayed the same for colonists following the Revolutionary 
War.

Introduce Chapter 9 (10 
min.)



Remember when it says this chapter is “adapted from the story by 
Washington Irving,” it is changed in some way to make it more 
suitable for a particular audience.

Turn to the table of contents, locate the chapter, and then turn to the 
Ǖirst page of the chapter. 

Can someone read the title aloud?



There will likely be many unfamiliar words in the text and I 
encourage you to stop and ask for an explanation as we read 
through the story today.  
The Ǖirst vocabulary word you will encounter is provoked on page 72.
Each vocabulary word is bolded the Ǖirst time it appears in the 
chapter. 
Find the word provoke in the glossary and then I will call on a 
student to read the deǕinition.



Turn to Activity Page 
15.2 and follow along 
as I read each 
vocabulary word and its
meaning.



I will call on a student to read The Big Question at the beginning of 
the chapter.

We will read to learn the historical context in which Washington 
Irving sets another one of his Ǖictional characters.



Follow along as I read the Ǖirst two 
paragraphs on page 72 aloud.

What kind of person is Rip Van Winkle? Find
words in the text to describe him.      

He is a simple, good-natured fellow;
a kind neighbor; a lovable soul who is ready
to attend to anybody’s business but his 
own; one of those happy fools who lives 
without a care.

Read “Rip Van Winkle”         (25 min.)



How does Rip’s wife respond to him? Support your answer with evidence 
from the text.

She complains about him. (“His wife was continually complaining about 
his laziness and the ruin he was bringing upon his family.”)

When he shrugs and doesn’t reply to her complaints, it provokes “a fresh 
attack from his wife.” In other words his inactivity causes his wife to yell at 
him. By helping his neighbors but not his own family, Rip’s wife feels Rip is 
“bringing ruin” on his family; in other words, he is not working to take care of 
his family. (“As to keeping his own farm in order, he found it impossible, and 
his children were as ragged as if they belonged to nobody.”) 
“Rather starve on a penny than work for a pound” means he would rather 
have no money than have to work for it. (In Great Britain a pound is roughly 
equivalent to the American dollar.)



Follow along as I read the Ǖinal paragraph on page 72 through 
the end of the paragraph at the top of page 74 aloud.



Look at the image on page 73.
Work with your neighbor to identify people 
and objects mentioned in the text that are 
shown in the image.
❖ Van Bummel, standing with the 

newspaper in his hands
❖ Nicholas Vedder, sitting on the bench 

with his pipe
❖ portrait of King George III hanging 

above the door of the inn.



Read the rest of page 74 silently.

Why does Rip Van Winkle leave home?
He leaves to “escape the hard work of the farm and the complaints of his 

wife.”

What kind of mood is created by the description of Rip Van Winkle’s encounter
with the strangers? Provide examples from the text to support your answer.

Answers may vary, but may include a ghostly, suspenseful mood 
(“narrow gully,” “peals like thunder,” “deep ravine”) or a frightened mood 
(“melancholy party,” “his heart turned within him and his knees banged 
together”)



Follow along as I read pages 75 through the top of page 77 
aloud.

Look at the image at the bottom of page 76.

What do you think is happening in 
this picture? 
It appears that the odd men are 
putting Rip Van Winkle under a 
spell.



Bewitched means under a spell. Why does Rip Van Winkle wonder 
whether he and the world around him are under a spell? Cite speciǕic 
examples from the text.

Answers may vary, but may include that everyone and everything 
seems strange to him upon waking; he is unable to Ǖind his gun; unable 
to Ǖind familiar paths; he has stiǕf joints; does not recognize people or 
houses in his village; notices a change in fashion; and his beard has 
grown a foot long.

What do all of these changes suggest has happened?
A great deal of time has passed.



Read the rest of page 77 silently.
What does Rip Van Winkle encounter at the inn that conveys the 
passage of time? Cite evidence from the text.

A Ǖlag with stars and stripes now hung at the inn; the image of King
George on the sign has been changes; and now the words beneath the
portrait read “General Washington.”



Read page 78 and the top of page 79 silently.

When Rip Van Winkle inquires about his friends, Nicholas Vedder and 
Van Bummel, what do the villagers’ responses tell Rip about the 
passage of time? Cite examples from the text.

Nicholas Vedder “is dead and gone these eighteen years!” 
Van Bummel “went oǕf to the wars and is now in Congress.”
These responses indicate a lot of time has passed since Rip left.



Read the rest of page 79 silently.
How do the villagers Ǖirst react to the news that Rip Van Winkle has 
been asleep for 20 years?

They are amazed. Many are skeptical, or doubtful.

What explanation seems to satisfy the villagers and turn their doubts 
into belief?

An old man who is well-versed in local traditions conǕirms Rip’s 
story to everyone’s satisfaction.
After 20 years away, how is Rip Van Winkle treated by people in his 
village?

He is welcomed back; he is admired, or “revered as one of the wise, 
old men of the village.”



What is the historical context in which Washington Irving sets the 
story of “Rip Van Winkle”? 

This story begins when King George III still ruled the colonies
and ends after the Revolutionary War in which the colonies won 
their independence from Great Britain.

Think-Pair-Share: In spite of its historical context, what details 
from the story suggest “Rip Van Winkle” is a Ǖictional tale?

Answers may vary but should include the supernatural 
aspects like Rip’s sleeping for 20 years and odd little men causing 
thunderstorms.

Discuss the Chapter and Wrap-Up  (5 min.)



Use a sheet of notebook paper to 
copy this T-chart.

You will work in small groups for one 
minute to list details that show how 
daily life changed or remained the 
same after the Revolutionary War. 

Check for Understanding

Same DiǕferent 

Complete Activity Page 15.3 for 
homework.



In the chapter you read, “Rip used to console himself, when driven from
home, with the company of a group of other men who met on a bench 
in front of an inn.”
Say the word console with me: console

Console means to comfort or try to make someone feel better and 
less sad, as in:

My mom gave me a big hug to console me when I bumped my 
head.
What are some other examples of consoling someone?
What part of speech is the word console?      verb

Word Work: Console  (5 min.)



Discussion Activity

Describe a time when you have been consoled or when you have 
consoled someone else.

Be sure to begin your response with, 
“I was consoled by _______ when _________” 

or “I consoled _________ when _________.”



Finish Activity Page 15.4 and 
revising your essay if you did 
not Ǖinish in class.

Complete Activity Page 15.3 for
homework.

Take-Home Material     



GREAT WORK TODAY!

Spelling: I can correctly spell targeted words related to lesson 
content.
[L.4.2, L.4.6]

Writing: I can engage in collaborative discussions with peers, 
providing and receiving constructive criticism in regard to cause 
and eǕfect essays; and use feedback to strengthen and develop 
writing by planning, revising, and editing.
[W.4.5, SL.4.1]



Reading:  I can examine elements of historical Ǖiction and the 
details of everyday life that changed or stayed the same for 
colonists following the Revolutionary War.
[RI.4.2, RI.4.3, RI.4.10, RL.4.3]

GREAT WORK TODAY!


