
Lesson 13: 

The Headless Hessian

Unit 7 American 
Revolution:

The Road to Independence



MATERIALS NEEDED
➢ The Road to Independence Reader
➢ Unit 7 Activity Book



TODAY’S FOCUS

Writing: I can provide a concluding paragraph for the cause and 
eǕfect essay.
[W.4.2]

Reading:  I can recognize Washington Irving as a famous early 
American writer and be able to retell the legendary tale of the 
Headless Horseman from Sleepy Hollow.
[RL.4.1, RL.4.2, RL.4.3, RI.4.3]



We will review your responses to 
Activity Page 12.2.

Review Homework   (5 min.)





We will read Chapter 8, “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow” (adapted from
the story by Washington Irving). 

Washington Irving was an American author who lived and wrote 
during the years following the American Revolution. He wrote many 
well-known short stories set during this time period and is considered 
one of the Ǖirst authors of American literature. “The Legend of Sleepy 
Hollow” was Ǖirst published in 1820, nearly 40 years after the 
American Revolution, as part of a collection of stories.

Reading:  I can recognize Washington Irving as a famous early American writer 
and be able to retell the legendary tale of the Headless Horseman from Sleepy 
Hollow.

Introduce Chapter 8        (5 
min.)



This story was adapted from one of Irving’s short stories. When a 
story is adapted, it is changed in some way to make it more suitable 
for a particular audience. In this case, some of the language has 
been simpliǕied for modern-day students.

This story is a literary text.  Remember literary texts include 
elements such as characters, setting, plot, and dialogue. The short 
story genre of literature is similar to other Ǖiction stories, but 
generally focuses on one event or theme, has fewer characters, and 
is shorter than a novel.



Turn to the table of contents, locate the 
chapter, and then turn to the Ǖirst page of the
chapter. 
The Ǖirst vocabulary word you will encounter 
is bewitching on page 64.  Each vocabulary 
word is bolded the Ǖirst time it appears in the 
chapter. 
Find the word bewitching in the glossary 
and then I will call on a student to read the 
deǕinition.



Turn to Activity Page 
13.1 and follow along 
as I read each 
vocabulary word and 
its meaning.



I will call on a student to read The Big Question at the beginning of 
the chapter.



Could I have a volunteer 
read the Ǖirst paragraph 
on page 64 aloud?
   

Read “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow”    (25 min.)

Turn to the map on page 92 to locate the 
Hudson River on the map of New York.
   



The reference to a Hessian soldier and the Revolutionary War in this 
paragraph tells us about the time period in which the story is set. 
When can we infer that this story is set?

Sometime shortly after the Revolutionary War

The verb abound means to be present in large quantities. What do 
you think it means that the valley abounds with local tales, haunted 
spots, and twilight superstitions?

Answers may vary, but should reference the text, which suggests 
that people tell lots of stories about haunted places and scary, 
unusual things that happen there at night.



Summarize in your own words the superstition, or story, that 
dominated the area.

Answers may vary, but should reference the text, which explains 
that the valley is thought to be haunted by the ghost of a soldier 
who lost his head in the Revolutionary War; the ghost rides on 
horseback to the scene of the battle every night looking for his head 
and returns to the cemetery before morning.



Could I have a volunteer read the last two paragraphs on page 
64 aloud?

These paragraphs give us a lot of information about the main 
character of the story. What do we learn about Ichabod Crane in 
these paragraphs?

He is a schoolteacher; he is tall, lanky, with narrow shoulders, 
long arms and legs, huge ears, green eyes, and a long nose.



I will call on a student to read page 65 aloud.

This paragraph says, as he made his way back to where he was 
staying, every sound of nature encouraged his overexcited 
imagination. Why was Ichabod Crane afraid? Cite examples from the
text to support your answer.
Answers may include references to his staying late at  the 
schoolhouse reading about witchcraft, his belief in witches, and his 
knowledge of the stories about ghosts in the valley.



Follow along as I read page 66 aloud.

The Ǖirst paragraph says: “The cost of the pleasure in all this was the 
terror of his walk home.” What does the cost of the pleasure mean, 
and what does it refer to?

Ichabod likes to listen to the ladies’ stories about ghosts and 
goblins- and the headless horseman (the pleasure). However, even 
though it is pleasurable to hear the stories, they are frightening and 
activate his imagination as he walks home late at night in the dark 
(the cost).



Why is Brom Bones a formidable suitor? Cite evidence from the text.
Answers may include he is a local hero; he is burly, or strong and 
heavy, and young; he is well-known for his horsemanship; and he is 
the neighborhood prankster.

I will call on a student to reread the last sentence of the last 
paragraph aloud. 

What does this sentence mean?
He is responsible for a lot of strange things that happen in the 
neighborhood.



Follow along as I read page 67 aloud.
What does it mean the Ichabod thought “he might one day be lord of all 
this splendor?”

He hopes to marry Katrina and own all of the nice things that 
Katrina’s family has.
Read page 68 silently.
Summarize in your own words what happens in the Ǖirst paragraph.
Ichabod dances with Katrina while Brom Bones sits in the corner, 
brooding about the two of them dancing. Ichabod thinks he has surely 
won Katrina’s aǕfections and stays behind to talk to her as the party 
breaks up. However, the talk doesn’t go well, making it seem as though 
Katrina does not think Ichabod is the right suitor for her. Ichabod leaves, 
sad about what has happened, and rides oǕf into the night.



Read page 69 silently.

Summarize in your own words what happens after Ichabod Crane 
leaves the party.

It is dark outside, and Ichabod gets scared as he begins to think 
about the scary stories he’s heard. He sees something behind him 
and thinks it is the headless horseman he’s heard about; he tries to 
make his horse go faster, but the Ǖigure follows close behind him. The
headless horseman throws his head at Ichabod, hitting him in the 
head. Ichabod falls oǕf his horse as the headless horseman rides oǕf.



Read page 71 silently and look at the image on page 70.

Why was there a shattered pumpkin by the riverbank?
Answers may vary, but students should 
recognize and identify that the so-called 
headless horseman’s “head” might really 
be a pumpkin he throws at Ichabod.



What are some examples of the “gossip and speculation” about what
happens to Ichabod Crane?
He is carried oǕf by the headless horseman; he leaves because he is 
embarrassed that Katrina doesn’t want to be his wife; he is taken by 
spirits, or ghosts.

Who does the ending imply knows what happens to Ichabod Crane?
Brom Bones



Why do people believe a headless horseman haunts the village of 
Sleepy Hollow?

Answers may include that the area abounds with tales, 
haunted spots, and superstitions; the story written by Washington 
Irving helps support these beliefs.

What do you think happens to Ichabod Crane?
Answers may include that the Ǖigure may be Brom Bones 

dressed as a “headless horseman” to scare Ichabod Crane; it works 
because Ichabod runs away scared so Brom could marry Katrina.

Discuss the Chapter  (10 min.)



Why does Brom Bones look exceedingly knowing whenever the story
of Ichabod Crane’s disappearance is told?

Brom Bones probably played a role in Ichabod Crane’s 
disappearance.

Why would Brom Bones want to scare Ichabod Crane?
To get Ichabod Crane to leave town so he could marry 

Katrina

What clues help you infer that Brom Bones might be involved in 
Ichabod Crane’s disappearance?

Answers may include to following evidence: he is a good 
horseman, the neighborhood prankster, and a formidable suitor; 
also, he looks exceedingly knowing whenever the story comes up.



In the chapter you read, “How often did [Ichabod] dread to look over 
his shoulder, for fear of catching glimpse of some ghostly being close
behind him!”
Say the word dread with me: dread

Dread means to look ahead to the future with great fear, as in:
My cat dreads when we give her a bath because she is afraid 

of water.
What are some examples of things people might dread?
What part of speech is the word dread?      verb

Word Work: Dread  (5 min.)



Aside from encounters with 
ghosts in the woods, what are 
some other things in the story 
Ichabod Crane might have 
dreaded before he disappeared? 

Hold up your whiteboard to share.

Take home Activity Page 13.2 to 
read and complete for homework.

Check for Understanding: Whiteboard Activity



Today you will draft a concluding paragraph 
for your essay. 
You have already drafted an introductory 
paragraph and three body paragraphs.
 

Paragraph Writing Lesson  (10 min.)

Writing: I can provide a concluding paragraph for the cause and eǕfect essay.



First let’s look at the “Conclusion” row of the rubric on Activity Page 
SR.2.

The purpose of the concluding paragraph is to summarize the essay’s
content in a clear, concise way. The conclusion should not raise any 
new questions, but should restate the main idea and recap the 
content of the essay.



The elements to include in a strong concluding paragraph are:
❖ An opening sentence that summarizes the main idea of the essay
❖ Sentences that summarize the body paragraphs
❖ An ending sentence that makes a signiǕicant statement and 

wraps up the essay

Bottom line- The goal of the conclusion is to reinforce the ideas 
already presented in the essay, not to rehash or add new arguments. 
The conclusion should be concise.



I will model how to write a concluding paragraph.
First I must recall the main idea of the cause and eǕfect essay.  A good 
place to look for the main idea is the introductory paragraph so I will 
reread my introduction.

Drafting a Concluding Paragraph        (10 
min.)

The British fought and defeated the French in the French and Indian War to 
gain control of lands in North America. Due to the war, Great Britain was left 
with enormous debts and needed additional funds to maintain the new lands 
acquired from France. Thus, parliament passed the Stamp Act, taxing 
colonists to raise money for Great Britain. The colonists felt the Stamp Act 
was unfair because they had no representation in the British Parliament 
where the laws were made. As a result, the colonists protested the Stamp 
Act with meetings, pamphlets, and petitions to London.



I think the main idea is:
The American Revolution resulted 
from multiple disagreements 
between Great Britain and the 
colonists that lasted over the 
course of many years, so this will 
be my opening sentence.

The American Revolution resulted 
from multiple disagreements 
between Great Britain and the 
colonists that lasted over the course 
of many years.



Remember all of our body 
paragraphs address the multiple 
causes and eǕfects leading to the 
American Revolution so I will add a
few sentences that summarize the
body paragraphs.

The American Revolution resulted 
from multiple disagreements 
between Great Britain and the 
colonists that lasted over the course 
of many years.  Great Britain owed a 
lot of money following the French 
and Indian War and taxed the 
colonists to help pay their debts. The
British government passed the 
Stamp Act, forcing the colonists to 
pay a tax when they purchased paper
products. Angered by this new tax, 
the colonists protested, and Great 
Britain repealed the Stamp Act.



Finally, eǕfective concluding 
paragraphs often end with a 
sentence that makes a 
signiǕicant statement and 
wraps up the essay. 

The American Revolution resulted from 
multiple disagreements between Great 
Britain and the colonists that lasted over
the course of many years.  Great Britain 
owed a lot of money following the French
and Indian War and taxed the colonists 
to help pay their debts. The British 
government passed the Stamp Act 
,forcing the colonists to pay a tax when 
they purchased paper products. Angered
by this new tax, the colonists protested, 
and Great Britain repealed the Stamp 
Act. But the colonists were not satisfied
and decided to declare independence 
from Great Britain- even if it meant 
going to war.



Draft your concluding paragraph for your cause and eǕfect essay, 
following the format I modeled.

Draft a Concluding Paragraph (20 min)

❖ An opening sentence that summarizes the main idea of the essay
❖ Sentences that summarize the body paragraphs
❖ An ending sentence that makes a signiǕicant statement and 

wraps up the essay

I will rotate and provide feedback and guidance as necessary.



Partners share their concluding paragraphs, listening to ensure the
essay’s contents are summarized in a clear and concise manner.

I will collect completed drafts to review and monitor your progress.
My written feedback will address:
❖ Inclusion of necessary content
❖ Chronological ordering of events
❖ Incorporation of vocabulary from word bank

Wrap-Up (5 min.)



Take home Activity Page 13.2 to complete for homework.

Take-Home Material 



GREAT WORK TODAY!

Reading:  I can recognize Washington Irving as a famous early 
American writer and be able to retell the legendary tale of the 
Headless Horseman from Sleepy Hollow.
[RL.4.1, RL.4.2, RL.4.3, RI.4.3]

Writing: I can provide a concluding paragraph for the cause and 
eǕfect essay.
[W.4.2]


