
Lesson 11: 

Five Years and 700 Miles

Unit 7 American 
Revolution:

The Road to Independence



MATERIALS NEEDED
➢ The Road to Independence Reader
➢ Unit 7 Activity Book
➢ Establish reading groups and partners/small groups for discussing 

the chapter
➢ Establish partners or small groups for grammar work.
➢ Optional: Print Subject-to be Verb Agreement poster (Slide 42), 

Spelling Word List (Slide 43)



TODAY’S KUB Objectives

K-We will KNOW about the Revolutionary War
U- We will UNDERSTAND that obtaining 
independence takes time 
 B- We BE ABLE TO complete a timeline to 
demonstrate an understanding of the 
Revolutionary War, its time frame, physical area, 
and the various nations involved



We will review your responses to 
Activity Page 10.3, which was 
assigned for homework.

Reading:  I can make inferences from lesson text to understand the scope of 
the Revolutionary War, in time frame and physical area, and the various 
nations it involved.

Review  Chapter 6         (10 min.)







We will reread Chapter 6, “From Valley Forge to Yorktown.” 

First,  brieǕly review the 
vocabulary words.



Turn to the table of contents, locate the chapter, and then turn to 
the Ǖirst page of the chapter. 
Can I have a volunteer read The Big Question aloud?

We will read to learn how long the Revolutionary War lasted and 
over what great distances the war was fought.



I will be reading with a small group of students. The other 
students will read individually or in partners. 

If you are not in a group with me and you Ǖinish reading early, 
complete Activity Page 11.1.

Teacher 
group slides



I will have a student read the 
Ǖirst paragraph on page 48 
aloud.

Did all of Washington’s army survive the bitter winter of 1777 to 
1778 at Valley Forge? Cite evidence from the text to support your 
answer. 
» No, the text  says, “those who survived,” suggesting that some 
men died at Valley Forge.

Close Reading  “From Valley Forge to Yorktown”    (20 
min.)



Follow along as I read the Ǖirst sentence of 
the Ǖinal paragraph on page 49 aloud.

Go back and skim the Ǖirst two paragraphs on page 49 and cite 
examples of how the Continental Army was better prepared to 
Ǖight as an army.

» They had received military training, had more food and 
supplies, and had gained additional soldiers.



How much time passed between the time the Continental Army 
marched out of Valley Forge and the time they won their Ǖirst 
decisive battle?

» more than three years (June 1778 to the fall of 1781)

Record the answer to question 1 on Activity Page 11.1.
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Read page 50 silently.

In August 1781, where was Lord Cornwallis camped with the 
British troops?
»Yorktown, Virginia, at the mouth of the Chesapeake Bay

In August 1781, where was George Washington camped with the
colonial troops?
»outside New York City



Turn to page 92 of the Reader.

Put a Ǖinger on New York and trace 
the route south- through New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, and
Maryland- to Virginia. 

Remember Washington intended to 
march his troops the whole distance,
nearly 700 miles, on foot.



Read page 51 silently.

How long did it take the colonial troops to reach Virginia? 
Support your answer with evidence from the text.
»Less than two months. 

Record the answer to question 2 on Activity Page 11.1.
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Look at the illustration on pages 52 and 53.  Remember General 
O’Hara stood in for Lord Cornwallis when the British troops 
surrendered.



Follow along as I read page 54 aloud.

What was the signiǕicance of the Treaty of Paris?
The Treaty of Paris marked the oǕǕicial end to the Revolutionary 
War.
Record the answer to question 3 on Activity Page 11.1.
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Work with a partner to sequence the events of Chapter 6 on 
Activity Page 11.1.

The group should now come back together to discuss the 
chapter and wrap-up.



How might the war have ended if the French had not joined it? 
Mix students from reading groups into pairs. Each partner 
develops an answer, the partners share their answers with each 
other,

Check for Understanding

Discuss the Chapter and Wrap-Up      (10 min.)

then they work together to form a 
synthesis that is better than either 
individual response. 



In the chapter you read, “Cornwallis and his men could not protect 
themselves and, because of the position of the French Ǖleet, they 
could not sail away.”
Say the word Ǖleet with me: Ǖleet

Fleet means a group of military ships that sail under the same 
commander as in:

The Ǖleet protected the harbor from foreign invaders.
What are some other way a Ǖleet of ships might be used?
What part of speech is the word Ǖleet?      noun

Word Work: Fleet   (5 min.)



Turn to page 93 of the Reader.

Describe the location(s) of the 
French Ǖleet, using the word Ǖleet in 
complete sentences in your 
description.





We will KNOW what subject-to-be verb agreement
means.

We will UNDERSTAND  that to be verbs are linking 
verbs that link, or connect, the subject to the 
predicate without showing action.

We will BE ABLE TO demonstrate our 
understanding of subject-to-be verb agreement by
mastering and completing Activity Page 11.2

KUB Objectives



Remember in the previous lessons, we learned about subject-
action verb agreement. An action verb describes a subject’s action.

The British general surrenders at Yorktown.

Identify the action verb.  surrenders

In one minute, let’s think of all the action verbs we can. I will 
record your answers on the board.

Introduce Subject-to be Verb Agreement    (15 min.)

Grammar: I can demonstrate understanding of subject-to be verb 
agreement in the present tense.



Today we will learn about a diǕferent kind of verb. This type of 
verb does not show action but represent a state of being.



Turn to Activity Page 11.2. 

I will divide you into pairs or 
small groups to complete the 
chart in the Ǖirst part of the 
activity page. We will review 
the completed chart as a 
class. 

am
are

is

are
are
are



Now I will review the 
directions and completed 
examples in the next two 
sections of the activity page. 
You will complete the 
remainder of the activity 
page for homework.



The two suǕǕixes 
we will study are 
-able and -ible. 
The Latin suǕǕixes 
both mean “able 
to.”

Introduce SuǕǕixes -able and -ible       (15 min.)

Morphology:  I can understand how the suǕǕixes -able and -ible modify root 
words, form new words, and use those words in sentences.

-ible

Able to-able

Able to



When -able and -ible are added to nouns or verbs, the word 
becomes an adjective.

enjoy
Enjoy means to take pleasure in doing or experiencing as in:

I enjoy being outside when it is sunny.

Can I have a volunteer add the suǕǕix -able to enjoy and read the 
new word?

enjoyable
Enjoyable means able to take pleasure in; able to enjoy as in:

Grocery shopping is more enjoyable when the store in not 
crowded.

The suǕǕix -able changes the part of speech from a verb to an 
adjective.



Can anyone create a sentence using the word enjoyable?
What are some synonyms of enjoyable?
Pleasant Delightful

Fun

collect
Collect means to gather, as in:

The children collect leaves from the ground in the fall.
Can I have a volunteer add the suǕǕix -ible to collect and read the 
new word?

collectible
Collectible means worthy of being collected, as in:

Baseball cards are collectible because they can be very valuable.

The suǕǕix -ible changes the part of speech from a verb to an 
adjective.



Collectible  can sometimes be spelled collectable (able to be 
collected).

Can anyone create a sentence using the word collectible?

What are some synonyms of collectible?
rare valuable collectable



We will continue studying -
able and -ible words as time 
permits.



Turn to Activity Page 11.3. I will review the directions and we will 
complete the Ǖirst two sentence as a group. If we run out of time, 
complete the Activity Page for homework.  

predictable

collect



You will practice 12 words related to preǕixes and suǕǕixes you 
have studied in morphology.

Apart from the preǕixes and suǕǕixes, these words do not follow 
one single spelling pattern. 

You will be assessed on these words in Lesson 15.

Introduce Spelling Words      (15 min.)

Spelling: I can practice spelling content-based spelling words by 
using chunking to decode them syllabically.



I will introduce the words by writing them on the board. 
I will say the word aloud, then sound out each syllable, naming 
each letter aloud as I write it. I will continue syllable by syllable 
until the word is spelled correctly.

1. easily 7.  
insuǕǕicient

2. greasy 8.  
intolerable

3. immobile 9.  loudly
4. imperfect 10. noisy
5. impossible 11. tasty
6. inǕlexible 12. temporarily



Pronunciation/Syllabication Chart



Students may Ǖind the Individual Code Chart located in the 
activity book helpful to Ǖind spelling patterns within each word.

The word greasy includes an /ee/ sound  in the Ǖirst syllable 
spelled ‘ea’ and an /ee/ sound in the second syllable spelled ‘y’. 

greasy



Use the following chart to deǕine each word and provide 
examples of how to use it in a sentence.



Take home Activity Page 11.4 to practice spelling
the words and Activity Page 11.5 to complete for
homework. 



Take home Activity Page 11.2 and 11.3 to complete for homework
if you did not Ǖinish in class. Take home Activity Page 11.4 to 
practice spelling the words and Activity Page 11.5 to complete for 
homework. 

Take-Home Material 



Grammar: I can demonstrate understanding of subject-to be 
verb agreement in the present tense.
[L.4.1]

Reading:  I can make inferences from lesson text to 
understand the scope of the Revolutionary War, in time 
frame and physical area, and the various nations it involved.
[RI.4.1, RI.4.3, L.4.4]

GREAT WORK TODAY!



Spelling: I can practice spelling content-based spelling 
words by using chunking to decode them syllabically.
[RF.4.3, L.4.4]

Morphology:  I can understand how the suǕǕixes -able 
and -ible modify root words, form new words, and use 
those words in sentences.
[L.4.4]

GREAT WORK TODAY!





1. easily 7.  
insuǕǕicient

2. greasy 8.  
intolerable

3. immobile 9.  
loudly

4. imperfect 10. 
noisy

5. impossible 11. tasty
6. inǕlexible 12. 

temporarily

Spelling Word List


