
Close Reading 
of Chapter 6: 

Earth’s Building
Blocks



Follow along as I read page 53 
aloud.

What is a metaphor?

The author states that minerals are 
the building blocks of rocks.  What 

does this metaphor mean?



Help me read page 55.

Durable means “able to last a 
long time in good condition”.  
Why would it be important to 
people in prehistoric cultures 

that tools be durable?



Follow along as I read the 
last paragraph on page 58 

aloud.

What role does heat from 
magma play in determining 
the class of rock formed?



Let’s read the first 2 paragraphs on
page 60.

Permanent fixtures are things that 
are part of something for a long 

time without changing.  Why might 
rocks seem like permanent fixtures?

Why are rocks actually NOT 
permanent fixtures?

Why doesn’t the rock cycle have a 
starting point and ending point?



Time to complete 
row 5 of the 

Evidence 
Collector’s Chart.



Turn to Activity Page 9.1 
(workbook page 87)

HOMEWORK



Word Work: COMPACT
Text Example:
“Over long periods of 
time, the weight of 
overlying layers 
compacts the sediments 
in deeper layers, 
squeezing them closer 
together.”

Meaning:
to closely pack or press 
together

My Example:
The garbage truck 
compacts the trash after
the workers place it in 
the truck.

Can you think of an 
antonym for the word 
compact?



1 - compacts 2 - spreads

OR



Practice Commas and Quotation Marks

Let’s look at some examples:

The text states Earth’s crust is made almost entirely of 
rocks.

I wonder he said aloud if I will ever get to visit the Grand 
Canyon.

I have seen she exclaimed evidence of weathering and 
erosion.



First, complete the 
front side by 

adding commas 
and quotation 

marks.  You may 
talk to the people 
around you if you 
are having trouble.



Now, let’s take a 
look at the 

directions for the 
back side.  We need

to rewrite some 
sentences by 

creating dialogue.



Root: rupt

I am going to give you 2 word choices with the root rupt. You need to decide which word is
being described or demonstrated by my sentence.

Now work with your
Speed Dial 4 small 
group to complete 
Activity Page 9.3 

(workbook page 95)



Complete Activity Page 
9.1 for homework!


