
Lesson 4:
Earthquakes and 

Tsunamis



Before we start today’s 
lesson, let’s 

review...What is the 
theory of plate tectonics?



Do you remember what Sam said 
at the end of your homework 

page last night?

Do you know the answer to Sam’s 
question?



We are going to be reading 
chapter 3: Earth’s Shakes and

Quakes
Before we start reading, let’s go over 

some vocabulary first!  Turn to Activity 
page 4.1 (workbook page 35)



Let’s echo read the words 
and then we will discuss a 
few unfamiliar words!



Turn to page 22 in your 
reader and follow along as we

begin to read this chapter 
together.  



Now that we have read pages 22 - 23, see if you 
and your speed dial 2 partner can answer the 

following questions…

How does the author describe earthquakes here?

Why are plate boundaries important? 



Pages 24 - 25

● As we read the first 2 paragraphs we are going 
to do an experiment/simulation

● Finish reading pages 24 and 25
● Think about and answer the following 

questions…
○ What role do faults play in earthquakes?
○ What effects of the 1906 San Francisco 

earthquake do you see in the image?



Read pages 26 - 27

Why do you think the author
compares an earthquake’s 
focus to a heart?

Why do scientists compare 
multiple seismograms to 

determine an earthquake’s 
epicenter?



Read pages 28 - 29
What do scientists use to measure the 
intensity of earthquakes?  What scale 

do they use to report that 
measurement?

What is the difference between an 
earthquake and an aftershock?



Listen to page 30 
about earthquakes in 

the ocean

How are earthquakes and 
tsunamis connected?



Hmmm, let me go back
to Sam’s question...

Based on what I have learned 
today, how should I answer Sam?



Let’s take a look 
at your 

homework!
Use the text and the 

diagram on the front
side to answer the 2 

questions on the 
back side.



Word Work: fault
Text Example:
“That sudden slipping is
what happens at a 
fault.”

Meaning:
a crack in Earth’s crust

Part of Speech:
noun

My Example:
An earthquake occurs 
when a huge block of 
rock moves along a 
fault.

Alternate Meaning:
responsible for 
wrongdoing



Meaning 1 - a crack in 
Earth’s crust

Meaning 2 - responsibility 
for wrongdoing

OR



COMMAS
My favorite summer activities are swimming in the pool 

picking peaches and going to the beach

Alfred Wegener was born on November 1 1880.

60 E. Broadway
Bloomington MN 55425



In just a 
moment you 
will work on 
Activity Page 
4.3 to practice 
using commas.



Suffix -ly Remember, the suffix -ly means “in a ____ 
way”

easy or easily? The crowd at the party was so large that I could _____ leave early
without anyone noticing.

speedy or speedily? My grandmother’s farm animals move _____ to the barn 
when

they know it’s feeding time.

careful or carefully? My hands were full, so I was ____ to avoid dropping 
everything.

You have 8 minutes to work on Activity Pages 4.3 and 4.4



WRITING: Format & Audience

Format 
the design and 
arrangement of 
something (in this case 
a piece of writing)

Audience 
the person or group of 
people who read a 
particular piece of 
writing

Pamphlet



Remember to do 
Activity page 4.2 and 
finish pages 4.3 and 
4.4 for homework


