
Let’s do a little review...do you 
have your reader out?

What are tectonic 
plates?

Describe the different
ways tectonic plates 

can move.

Now on to today’s 
lesson…

We will be rereading 
chapter 2 in a bit more

depth.



Reread the first section of 
chapter 2.

How does the author’s word choice 
help explain that many geologists 
did not agree with Wegener’s 
hypothesis?

You have learned that an idiom is a 
phrase that does not make sense 
using the meanings of the individual 
words, but that the phrase has its 
own meaning.  The author uses the 
idiom “on the right track”, in the last 
paragraph.  What does the author 
mean when using this idiom?



Please turn to page 
14 and read the 

second paragraph to 
yourself.

Which parts of Earth’s layers are described as solid 
and which parts are described as liquid?

Turn to your Speed Dial 2 partner and explain how 
the inner and outer core are different.



Reread page 16 and the first paragraph on page 17 
with your speed dial 1 partner.

Revealed?

The word revealed means made 
known or brought something into 

view.  Why do you think the author 
chose this word when stating maps 
revealed long chains of underwater 

mountains? 

What did scientists conclude about 
mid-ocean ridges?



Please read this 
paragraph to 

yourself.

Cornerstone means foundation 
or basis for other ideas to be 

built.  What does the author mean
by the statement, “The theory has 

become the cornerstone of 
modern geology”?



Based on everything you 
have learned, why might 
the earth’s mantle be the 
most important layer for 

scientists to study for 
understanding changes on 

the earth’s surface?



Let’s take a look 
at your 

homework!

1. Read the words in the 
word bank on p. 34

2. Go back to p. 29 and 
start circling or 
highlighting the words 
from your word bank in
the text.

3. Tear out pages 29 - 34
4. Staple them together
5. Put them in your red 

folder.



Word Work: exert
Text Example:
“As the material in the 
mantle slowly moves, it 
exerts enormous 
pressure on the 
overlying plates.”

Meaning:
to cause a force to be 
felt or have an effect

My Example:
The girl had to exert a 
lot of force to pick up 
her full backpack.

Can you think of a 
sentence using exert?



We will finish our day 
with a little bit of writing.  

I will model it for you first!

First, turn back to 
Activity Page 2.4 

(workbook page 27) 
and reread row 3.

We are going to be 
writing a detailed 
explanation of a 

simile used in this 
chapter.



I begin my explanation by stating what the Reader says, so I need to look back at 
page 16 to find the simile in the text and then use that direct quote in my explanation.

In the Reader, the author says, “The rift was like a seam in a pants leg, where two pieces of

fabric come together.”



The next sentence should tell what two things the simile compares.  This can be found 
on Activity Page 2.4.

In the Reader, the author says, “The rift was like a seam in a pants leg, where two pieces of

fabric come together.”  This simile is comparing the rift in mid-ocean ridges to the seam in a

pants leg.



The 3rd sentence should provide information about the familiar idea or item that the 
geology concept is being compared to.

In the Reader, the author says, “The rift was like a seam in a pants leg, where two pieces of

fabric come together.”  This simile is comparing the rift in mid-ocean ridges to the seam in a

pants leg.  We can see that the seam in a pants leg dips down where the two pieces of fabric  

come together, so the seam lies a little lower than the fabric on either side.



The next part of your explanation should tell how this familiar item or idea helped 
you understand the geology concept.

In the Reader, the author says, “The rift was like a seam in a pants leg, where two pieces of

fabric come together.”  This simile is comparing the rift in mid-ocean ridges to the seam in a

pants leg.  We can see that the seam in a pants leg dips down where the two pieces of fabric  

come together, so the seam lies a little lower than the fabric on either side. Thinking of a 
seam

helped me to visualize the dip that is the rift between the mid-ocean ridges.  The ridges on 

either side are a little higher than the rift just like the fabric is a little higher than the seam. 



The last sentence of your explanation should explain what we now know about the 
concept in the Reader.

In the Reader, the author says, “The rift was like a seam in a 
pants leg, where two pieces of fabric come together.”  This simile 
is comparing the rift in mid-ocean ridges to the seam in a pants 
leg.  We can see that the seam in a pants leg dips down where the
two pieces of fabric come together, so the seam lies a little lower 
than the fabric on either side. Thinking of a seam  helped me to 
visualize the dip that is the rift between the mid-ocean ridges.  
The ridges on either side are a little higher than the rift just like 
the fabric is a little higher than the seam.   We now know that as 
plates pull apart a rift is formed between the mid-ocean ridges 
and causes seafloor spreading.



Remember to read the excerpt 
from “Earth's Layers and 

Moving Plates” with someone 
tonight, and complete the 

activities on pages 29 and 34!  
Needs to be ready to turn in 

tomorrow!


