
Lesson 12: Mountains

Only 3 vocabulary words for this chapter:
sea level, sheer, bulge



sea level - the average height of the ocean’s surface

sheer - very steep, almost straight up and down

bulge - to stick out or swell



Turn to Activity 
Page 12.2 

(workbook page
115) in your 

workbook and 
page 72 in your 

reader.  

We are going to 
read Chapter 8: 
Earth’s Mighty 
Mountains and 

look for 
information to 
help us answer 
these questions.



Using this map and 
information from the 

text, let’s try to label the 
mountains on workbook 

page 116.



Explain how the movements 
and forces of tectonic plates 

build mountains.

Time for the next row in our
Evidence Collector’s Chart!



Word Work: sheer
Text Example:
“The steep side forms a 
high, sheer cliff.”

Meaning:
very steep, almost 
straight up and down

Part of Speech:
adjective

My Example:
The sheer drop of the 
roller coaster as it sped 
down the track made 
me feel sick.

Alternate Meaning:
there are 2 alternative 
meanings



Meaning 2 - 
very steep, 

almost straight 
up and down

Meaning 1 - very 
thin, almost see-

through

OR OR

Meaning 3 - 
total, to the 

fullest degree



DESCRIPTIVE PARAGRAPH

Today, you are going to 
write a descriptive 
paragraph about a type of 
rock or other item in the 
rock cycle.  We are going 
to be using personification,
so let’s talk about that first!

Personification is giving
human traits to non-

living things.



Take a look at an example!



Now that you have read an 
example, why do you think 

the author chose to use 
personification?  What would 

be the purpose?



Let’s get started!

1. Turn to Activity Page 12.3 
(workbook page 117)

2. Read the directions
3. Read the chart and choose 

one of the topics to write 
about

4. Write that topic on the line
5. Look at the questions on 

page 118 and think about 
how you would answer those
questions.



Make sure you have 
turned in Activity 

Pages 12.2!


