
Today we will begin a unit called 
Geology.  The reader is called: 
The Changing Earth.  That gives 
you a hint about the topics that 
we will be learning about during 
this unit.  

Turn to your partner and share 
two things you know or think you
know about the earth.



Take a minute or two to look 
through the reader.  You can take
a look at the Table of Contents, 
pictures, diagrams, etc.

What are you most interested in 
learning about?  Write it on a post
it and put it on the poster on the 
cabinets.



There are many 
ways to study and 

learn about the 
earth.  Take a look at
these areas of study!

Geograph

y

Ecology

Archaeology

the study of the 
characteristics of 
earth’s surface

the study of 
relationships between 
living things and their 

environment

the study of past human life 
and activities by examining 
bones, tools, and other 
objects left behind



Each question on Activity page 1.1 
relates to one of the areas of study.
Which question matches with each 
area of study?  Let’s try a couple, 
and then you will do some with a 
partner or small group.

I am going to put up the 
definitions again to help you! You 
have 5 minutes and then we will 
share out our conclusions!



Let’s go back to this 
slide as a tool to 

help you do Activity 
page 1.1. Geograph

y

Ecology

Archaeology

the study of the 
characteristics of 
earth’s surface

the study of 
relationships between 
living things and their 

environment

the study of past human life 
and activities by examining 
bones, tools, and other 
objects left behind



There is one more
area of study 

about the earth: 
geology!

We are going to look at 4 images related to geology and 
come up with some questions that geologists might ask 
about these pictures.



Image 1

What are some 
questions people 
studying geology 
may have about 

what they see in this 
picture?



Image 2

What questions 
might geologists

ask?



Image 3

What questions 
might 

geologists ask?



Image 4

What questions 
might geologists 

ask?



Let’s choose 4 questions to 
record on our geology card so 

that we can finish our web!

Now let’s get to our reader
to see if we can find the 
answers to any of our 

questions!



Genre Review
This reader is a nonfiction, informational 

book.  What does that mean?

Before we start reading, let’s go over 
some vocabulary...Turn to Activity page 

1.2 (workbook page 3)



Let’s echo read the words 
and then we will discuss a 
few unfamiliar words!



Turn to page 2 in your reader 
and follow along as we listen to 

the chapter read aloud.



        
    During the 1700s and 1800s, what 
observations were made from evidence 
gathered over long periods that indicated 
Earth’s surface features do change?

How did evidence of change on the 
earth’s surface over time help 
Wegener develop his continental 
drift hypothesis?

Now let’s turn to 
Activity Page 1.3 

(workbook page 5) 
to look at the 

Evidence 
Collector’s Chart



We will be filling out 1 row of 
the Evidence Collector’s 
Chart for every chapter.  We 
will choose an evidence 
image from Activity page 1.4 
for each row and give an 
explanation.  Let’s do row 1!



Word Work: dense
Text Example:
“Basalt is a heavy, 
dense rock formed from
cooled, hardened lava.”

Meaning:
thick or heavy

Part of speech:
adjective

My Example:
“The dense fog blocked 
our view of the 
mountaintop.”

Do you have any 
examples of the word 
dense?



dense not dense

OR



HOMEWORK
Activity 1.5

Read and 
complete 

chart.

Make sure you are
ready to discuss 

your answers 
tomorrow!


