Brunswick High School Social Studies
World History | - Grade 9

UNIT 5: Global Warring States Period (600-30 B.C.E.)

Essential
Understandings

Conflict existed in many states throughout the world during
this period.

Essential Questions

What cultural elements worked to unify Greek society?

How did the Qin dynasty unify the region of present-day
China?

How did Alexander’s conquests lead to the spread of
Hellenistic culture?

To what extent was Rome’s conquest of the Italian peninsula
based on the concept of the “citizen?”

Essential
Knowledge

Greek art and architecture, such as the Parthenon and Greek
sculpture as found in Delphi, embodied their belief in the
interrelated nature of civic and religious life.

Competition dominated Greek society, as seen in their pursuit
of military prowess and creation of the Olympics.

The works of Homer exemplified the Greek understanding of
the interrelated nature of gods and people.

The Athenians developed the first democratic form of
government.

Qin Shihuangdi created a unified systems of rigid laws, writing
system, and coinage.

Qin Shihuangdi reorganized the region into military districts
ruled by a strong authoritarian government.

King Alexander of Macedonia used his personal might and
vision to unite the Greek people and defeat the Persian army.

Alexander’s land conquests allowed for the spread of Greek
culture from the Mediterranean through Egypt and extending
to the Indus River.

The Romans conquered the Italian peninsula and eventually
the entire Mediterranean world.




The Roman republican form of government combined
elements of monarchy, oligarchy, and democracy to provide
newly-conquered peoples with a vested interest in Rome’s
success.

The Roman Republic was based upon the principles of
political participation of the masses, checks and balances, and
division of power.

Vocabulary

Cyrus the Great
Zoroastrianism
Hellenism
Hellenistic culture
lliad

Odyssey

polis

Solon

Socrates

direct democracy
Pericles

Olympic games
Oracle of Delphi
Persian Wars
Delian League
Peloponnesian War
Macedon

Philip Il
Alexander the Great
Ptolemies
Seleucids
Antigonids
Aristotle

Stoics

Plato

Sophocles
Aristophanes
Doric

lonic

Corinthian
Alexandria
helots

Koine

arete

agora

phalanx

tyrant
democracy
oligarchy

helots




Etruscans
plebians
consuls
clientage
legions
Carthage
Hannibal
republic
tribunes
Tiberius and Galus Gracchus
Marius

Sulla

Julius Caesar
Cicero
natural law

Essential Skills

Students will be able to understand the relationship between
the spread of culture and conflict.

Students will identify specific political, physical, and cultural
locations on a given map.

Students will utilize primary and secondary sources.

Students will articulate cause and effect by applying the
Conrad Demarest model of empires.

Students will develop the skills necessary to compare and
contrast different empires.

Students will write routinely for a range of tasks.

Students will make use of map elements to read, interpret,
and make conclusions.

Students will describe the cultural characteristics of the
different warring states.

Students will make connections between the geographic
settings of the different warring states and the development of
the cultures of those warring states.

Priority Standards
and Performance
Indicators

PS SS1

Students will conduct and present original research that
utilizes primary and secondary sources in order to
analyze, interpret and explain historical (and/or)
contemporary social studies topics.




Students will make judgments about conflicting findings
(statements, testimonies) from different sources; incorporating
those from sources that are valid and refuting others.

Students will develop a clear and well-supported position
(thesis) regarding the topic.

Students will synthesize information from varied sources
(primary and secondary), fieldwork, experiments, and/or
interviews that reflect multiple perspectives.

Students will select and use appropriate research methods,
tools, and sources from government, history, economics,
geography and/or related fields.

Students will create a coherent set of findings that integrate
paraphrasing, quotations, and citations that present
information based on this research.

PS SS2

Students draw on concepts from civics and government
to understand political systems, power, authority,
governance, civic ideals and practices, and the role of
citizens.

Students will compare the American government and political
system with other governments and political systems.

Students will compare the rights, duties, and responsibilities of
United States citizens with those of citizens from other
nations.

Students will evaluate how people influence government
through such activities as voting, writing to legislators,
performing community service, and engaging in civil
disobedience.

Students will evaluate current issues using constitutional
principles of government in the United States, including those
put forth in the founding documents.

Students will evaluate the relationship between the
government and the individual as evident in the United States
Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and landmark court cases.

Students will analyze the political structures, power, and
perspectives of diverse cultures within the United States and
the world.




PS SS3

Students draw on concepts and processes from
economics to understand issues of personal finance and
issues of production, distribution, and consumption in
the community, Maine, the United States, and world.

Students will understand that the study of economics includes
the theory of supply and demand and the production,
distribution, and consumption of goods and services.

Students will analyze the roles of specialization, economic
interdependence, wealth, poverty, resource distribution, and
other economic factors on the economies of the United States
and the world.

Students will analyze economic activities and policies in
relationship to freedom, efficiency, equity, security, growth,
and sustainability.

Students will analyze the role of regional, international, and
global organizations that are engaged in economic
development.

PS SS4

Students utilize concepts and processes from geography
to understand issues involving people, places, and
environments in the United States and the world.

Students will identify and describe the major regions of the
Earth and their major physical, environmental, and cultural
features using a variety of geographic tools.

Students will explain that the study of physical, environmental,
and cultural geographic features help people to better predict
and evaluate consequences of geographic influences.

Students will analyze geographic data on physical,
environmental, and cultural processes to determine how these
processes shape and change places and regions.

Students will analyze geographic features that have impacted
unity and diversity in the United States and other nations and
describe their effects.

PS SS5
Students draw on concepts and processes from history to
develop historical perspective and understand issues of




continuity and change in the community, Maine, the
United States, and world.

Students will understand major eras, major enduring themes,
and historic influences in United States and world history,
including the roots of democratic philosophy, ideals, and
institutions in the world.

Students will explain that history includes the study of the past
based on the examination of a variety of primary and
secondary sources and how history can help one better
understand and make informed decisions about the present
and future.

Students will trace and critique the roots and evolution of
democratic ideals and constitutional principles in the history of
the United States and the world using historical sources.

Students will analyze and critique varying interpretations of
historic people, issues, or events, and explain how evidence is
used to support different interpretations.

Students will identify and analyze major turning points and
events in the history of Native Americans and various
historical and recent immigrant groups in the United States,
and other cultures in the world.

Related
Maine Learning
Results

A. Applications of Social Studies Processes, Knowledge,

and Skills

Students apply critical thinking, a research process,

and discipline-based processes and knowledge from

civics/government, economics, geography, and history

in authentic contexts.

A1 Researching and Developing Positions on
Current Social Studies Issues
Students research, develop, present, and defend
positions on current social studies issues by
developing and modifying research questions,
and locating, selecting, evaluating, and
synthesizing information from multiple and varied
sources.

A2 Making Decisions Using Social Studies
Knowledge and Skills
Students make individual and collaborative
decisions on matters related to social studies
using relevant information and research,
discussion, and ethical reasoning sKkills.

B. Civics and Government




Students draw on concepts from civics and government
to understand political systems, power, authority,
governance, civic ideals and practices, and the role of
citizens in the community, Maine, the United States,
and world.

B1 Knowledge, Concepts, Themes, and Patterns of
Civics/Government
Students understand the ideals, purposes,
principles, structures, and processes of
constitutional government in the United States
and in the American political system, as well as
examples of other forms of government and
political systems in the world.

B2 Rights, Duties, Responsibilities, and Citizen
Participation in Government
Students understand the constitutional and legal
rights, the civic duties and responsibilities, and
roles of citizens in a constitutional democracy
and the role of citizens living under other forms
of government in the world.

B3 Individual, Cultural, International, and Global
Connections in Civics and Government
Students understand political and civic aspects
of unity and diversity in Maine, the United States,
and the world, including Maine Native
Americans.

Economics

Students draw on concepts and processes from

economics to understand issues of personal finance

and issues of production, distribution, and consumption
in the community, Maine, the United States, and world.

C1 Economic Knowledge, Concepts, Themes, and
Patterns
Students understand the principles and
processes of personal economics, the role of
markets, the economic system of the United
States, and other economic systems in the
world, and how economics serves to inform
decisions in the present and future.

C2 Individual, Cultural, International, and Global
Connections in Economics
Students understand economic aspects of unity
and diversity in Maine, the United States, and
the world, including Maine Native American
communities.

Geography

Students draw on concepts and processes from

geography to understand issues involving people,




places, and environments in the community, Maine, the

United States, and world.

D1 Geographic Knowledge, Concepts, Themes, and
Patterns
Students understand the geography of the
United States and various regions of the world
and the effect of geographic influences on
decisions about the present and future.

D2 Individual, Cultural, International, and Global
Connections in Geography
Students understand geographic aspects of unity
and diversity in Maine, the United States, and
the world, including Maine Native American
communities.

E. History

Students draw on concepts and processes from history

to develop historical perspective and understand issues

of continuity and change in the community, Maine, the

United States, and world.

E1 Historical Knowledge, Concepts, Themes, and
Patterns
Students understand major eras, major enduring
themes, and historic influences in United States
and world history, including the roots of
democratic philosophy, ideals, and institutions in
the world.

E2 Individual, Cultural, International, and Global
Connections in History
Students understand historical aspects of unity
and diversity in the United States and the world,
including Native American communities.

Embedded Common
Core Standards

Key Ideas and Details:

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.1

Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary
and secondary sources, attending to such features as the date
and origin of the information.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.2

Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or
secondary source; provide an accurate summary of how key
events or ideas develop over the course of the text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.3

Analyze in detail a series of events described in a text;
determine whether earlier events caused later ones or simply
preceded them.

Craft and Structure:




CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.4

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are
used in a text, including vocabulary describing political, social,
or economic aspects of history/social science.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.5
Analyze how a text uses structure to emphasize key points or
advance an explanation or analysis.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.6

Compare the point of view of two or more authors for how they
treat the same or similar topics, including which details they
include and emphasize in their respective accounts.

Integration of Knowledge and ldeas:

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.7
Integrate quantitative or technical analysis (e.g., charts,
research data) with qualitative analysis in print or digital text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.8
Assess the extent to which the reasoning and evidence in a
text support the author's claims.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.9
Compare and contrast treatments of the same topic in several
primary and secondary sources.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity:

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.10

By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend history/social
studies texts in the grades 9-10 text complexity band
independently and proficiently.

Related Social
Studies Practices

Chronological reasoning and causation.

Comparison and contextualization.

Geographic reasoning.

Gathering, using and interpreting evidence.

Role of the individual in social and political participation.

Sample Lesson and
Activities

Examine and consider biographic information on Alexander
the Great’s character.
Polybius vs Livy Historiography

Sample Classroom
Assessment
Methods

Source analysis: Primary and Secondary




Assessment
Evidence

Pending Proficiency Decisions by District and Site Practices
Committee at the Secondary Level

Sample Resources

Power Point slideshow featuring Greek/Athenian Arts
Plutarch and Arrian on Alexander

Polybius

Livy




