Language Arts Notebook - Unit 4
Please use this “notebook” as your work through your Language Arts lessons. The important information from each lesson has been identified for you to complete. This “notebook” will help you study throughout the course. 
*** I would recommend making flashcards of the key words and practice them on a weekly basis.
Unit 4: The Watsons Go To Birmingham
This novel tells the story of the "Weird Watson" family and the humorous events that occur to them in Flint, Michigan, in 1963. After one too many "adventures" by their oldest son, Byron, the parents decide to take a family trip to Birmingham, Alabama, to visit the children's grandmother and hopefully encourage Byron to change his ways. On their way to Alabama, and while there, the Watson children learn that life is different for African Americans in the South. You will identify literary elements and write an essay about an American hero.
The Watson family faces issues such as bullying, violence, and racism. There are a few instances where mild profanity/offensive language is used in the story. Some scenes in the alternate novel include depict racism and, at times, extreme racially charged language. Although this language may be upsetting to some readers, the author included these elements to portray the time period of the novel realistically. You may wish to preview the book and discuss the violent scenes with your Learning Coach before proceeding with the lesson.

Lesson 1: Setting Background for Watsons (1 day lesson)
Objectives
· Define new vocabulary and identify words in context

· Determine the social and political climate in the United States in the early sixties to understand the historical context of the novel

· Synthesize ideas across texts to form a prediction about the novel

· Conduct research to learn background information about the setting of the story and biographical information about the author

KWL Chart
You may add to this chart as you continue this Unit.

	K (What I KNOW)
	W (What I WANT to know)
	L (What I LEARNED)
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Define the following words and discuss their meaning with your learning coach. You may wish to make flashcards and study these words during the semester. These are all words you may encounter when reading your novel.
	Prejudice
	

	Discrimination
	

	Racism
	

	Segregation
	

	Boycott
	


Lesson 2: Watsons, Chapter 1
Objectives 
· Support text analysis with text evidence

· Describe the role of setting in the novel

· Examine the relationships between and among the characters

· Define new vocabulary and identify words in context
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Read Chapter 1-2 of The Watsons Go to Birmingham and answer the questions below. You may also add information to the character chart that follows throughout your reading.

How does the author create a humorous tone in the chapter?

Describe Kenny’s relationship with his siblings.

How does the setting affect the events or characters in the novel? 

How do the relationships of the different characters affect the story? 

Why do you think the author uses humor to tell the story of the Watsons?

Character Chart: Add to the character chart each time you read. You can include facts about the characters, personality traits or important events involving the character.
	Kenneth “Kenny” Watson
	

	Byron “By” Watson
	

	Joetta “Joey” Watson
	

	Mrs. Wilona Watson (Mom)
	

	Mr. Daniel Watson (Father)
	

	Rufus
	

	Cody
	

	Buphead
	

	Larry Dunn
	

	Grandma Sands
	


Lesson 3: Watsons, Chapters 3-4 
In today’s reading, Kenny learns a valuable lesson about trust and begins to understand what makes someone a true friend.  While reading, think about the following items and add notes when necessary.
Objectives 
· Support analysis of reading with textual evidence

· Analyze how an author develops the theme of a text

· Draw conclusions and make inferences using evidence from the text

· Define new vocabulary and identify words in context

Key Terms
	Term
	Definition

	Theme 
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Read Chapters 3-4 of The Watsons Go to Birmingham. Answer the following Comprehension Questions while reading OR after reading.

What inferences can you make about Rufus and Cody’s background? 

Why doesn’t Kenny want to be friends with Rufus at first? 

What do you think Momma said to Rufus?

What qualities do you look for in a best friend? What advice would you give to Kenny about being a friend?

***Make sure to add information to your Character Chart from Lesson 1!!!!
Define the Word Truancy using your own words:
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Active reading activity: Loyalty

As you read, write down examples of when characters show loyalty. Fill in the chart below to show a character’s thoughts, words, or actions that show loyalty.
	Character
	Thoughts
	Words
	Actions

	
	
	
	


Lesson 4: Watsons Chapters 5-6
Objectives
· Support analysis of reading with textual evidence

· Identify and examine cause-and-effect relationships among plot elements

· Analyze the author’s use of simile and metaphor

· Define new vocabulary and identify words in context

Key Terms

	Term
	Definition

	Figurative language
	

	Hyperbole
	

	Metaphor
	

	simile
	


Before you READ think about a time when you have seen or had to deal with bully. While reading chapter 5 see if you can relate to some of the events, emotions or actions.

Active reading activity: Figurative Language

As you read through these chapters, find examples of similes, metaphors, and hyperbole. Write your examples in the chart below. 

	Hyperbole
	Simile
	Metaphor
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Read Chapters 5 and 6 of The Watsons Go to Birmingham. Answer the comprehension questions while you read OR when you are finished. 
What is Larry’s motivation for stealing Kenny’s gloves?
Byron stops Larry Dunn from giving Kenny a “Super Maytag”. Did he behave appropriately?

What does Kenny mean when he says, “I couldn’t stand to see how the movie was going to end…” page 63.

If you were Mrs. Watson, how would you punish Byron when he plays with fire?

Explain the title of the chapter.

· Add to your Character Chart from lesson 1. 
Lesson 5: Watsons, Chapter 7 
Have you ever done something that a family member didn’t approve of? Think about the choices you have made. Have all of your choices been the best ones for you? Think about what you need to do to make wise choices to avoid problems.  
What are some of the problems faced by the main characters in The Watsons Go to Birmingham—1963? How do these problems affect the characters? What do they learn as a result?
Objectives
· Support analysis of reading with textual evidence

· Identify and examine character interactions and plot events that create conflict in a narrative

· Read, discuss, analyze, and demonstrate comprehension of grade-level texts

· Reflect on the novel using the reading roles as a guide

· Define new vocabulary and identify words in context

Key Term

	Term
	Definition

	conflict
	


Read Chapter 7of The Watsons Go to Birmingham. Answer the comprehension questions while you are reading OR when you are finished.

Why did Byron vomit after hitting the bird?

Kenny thought that he couldn’t tattle on Byron once he had eaten the cookies too. Do you agree with this position?

What would happen if you made a drastic change in your hair without your parents’ permission?

Explain why Byron continues to misbehave and disobey his parents?

Why do Mr. and Mrs. Watson have such strong reactions to Bryon’s new hairstyle?

· Add to your Character Chart 
Active Reading Activity: Conflict
	Example of Conflict from the text
	Page number(s) of text example
	Identify the type of conflict
	Explain how this conflict affects other characters

	
	
	Character vs character
	

	
	
	Character vs self
	

	
	
	Character vs nature
	

	
	
	Character vs society


	


Review notes from lessons 1-5 & Take Quiz.[image: image3.png]



Lesson 6: Watsons, Chapter 8
Objectives
· Support analysis of reading with textual evidence

· Analyze dialogue and interactions between and among characters

· Define new vocabulary and identify words in context


Key Word
	Term
	Definition

	Dialogue
	



[image: image4.jpg]



[image: image5.png]


In Chapter 8 Mr. Watson will show his excitement for a new purchase…. A phonograph! Read the article by accessing the link on page 2 to learn more about the Phonograph before you read. Record 3 facts below.
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Read Chapter 8 and answer the comprehension questions below while you are reading OR when you are finished.
Describe Byron’s reaction when he learned that he would be sent to live with his grandmother in Alabama.

Predict what you think will happen once Byron moves in with Grandma Sands. Will his parents’ plan to improve his behavior work?

Why do Mr. and Mrs. Watson enlist the help of Grandma Sands in dealing with Byron?
Active reading activity: Dialogue

	Example of dialogue from the text
	Characters speaking
	Page number of text example
	Explain what this dialogue shows about the characters

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


· Add to your Character Chart 
Lesson 7: Watsons, Chapters 9-10 (Plot)
Remember:  Plot is the sequence of events of a story.  
Objectives
· Support analysis of reading with textual evidence

· Analyze how an author develops the points of view of different characters in a text

· Define new vocabulary and identify words in context

Key Word

	Term
	Definition

	Point of view
	

	Third person limited
	

	Third person omniscient
	

	First person
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Read chapters 9-10 and answer the following comprehension questions while you are reading OR when you are finished.
1. Sometimes parents have difficulty explaining difficult decisions to their children. Evaluate Mr. Watson’s explanation to Kenny. Did he adequately explain why they made that decision? 
Answers will vary.
2. What is Kenny’s point of view regarding the decision to send Byron to live with Grandma Sands? How do you know this? Explain your response using evidence from the text. 

3. Pretend you are Mr. Watson. Use your own words to explain why Byron will be sent to live with Grandma Sands.

4. “I don’t think I’ll ever know what to do when I’m a grown-up…It seems real scary…” Kenny states.
His father replies, “Kenny, do you remember when we used to go on drives and I’d put you in my lap and let you steer the car?.... Do you remember how big and scary the car seemed to be the first time you were behind the wheel?...Well, that’s what being a grow-up is like. At first it’s scary but then before you realize it, with a lot of practice, you have it under control…And as far as being a good parent, don’t worry. You’ll learn from the mistakes your mother and I make, just like we learned from the mistakes our parents made. I don’t have a single doubt that you and Byron and Joey will be much better parents than your mother and I ever were…Besides, some of the time we don’t think we’ve done such a good job. But you’re right, Kenneth, it can be scary, and it gets a lot scarier when you see you’re responsible for three lives. A lot scarier.” (124-125)

What do you think about the way Mr. Watson explained about being a parent to Kenny? Do you agree or disagree with his statements? 

5. List all the states to which you have been. Make your list in order of most favorite to least favorite. Explain why certain states received the top and bottom ranks. 

6. Describe the longest road trip you’ve taken. Where did you go? How long was the journey? What did you do to pass the time? What games would Joetta, Kenny or Byron like?

Active reading activity: Point of View
Directions: Read the following scenes from the novel. Change the point of view of the passage as directed. 

	Passage from the text
	Change to this point of view
	Changed text

	We’d just got in bed. Byron was up in his bunk and I was down in mine. I was so excited that I was talking a mile a minute, but I was talking to myself. Byron wouldn’t answer or anything. There was a knock at our bedroom door. 
	first person – Byron’s point of view 


	

	“Come in.” 

It was Momma and Dad. Momma said, “Lights out, Kenneth. Byron you come with us.” 

“What for?” 

“We thought since this was the last night you were going to be spending in Flint for a while that you might like to sleep in our room tonight.” 

“You thought what?” Byron had a way of saying stuff in a few words that made it feel like he was saying a whole bunch more. 
	Third-person omniscient
	


Conflict is a struggle between two opposing forces. Conflict is what drives the plot. During the rising conflict, readers learn about central problems or conflicts that the main character must address. Identify the conflicts that have occurred between the following characters. 
	Kenny and LJ Jones
	

	Kenny and Larry Dunn
	

	Kenny and Rufus
	

	Byron and his parents
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Add to your Character Chart 
Lesson 8: Watsons, Chapters 11-12
Review: What is setting?
	


Objectives:
· Support text analysis with text evidence

· Describe the role of setting in the novel and its effect on the characters

· Define new vocabulary and identify words in context
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When analyzing a setting and its effect on characters, consider the following: 

· Where does the majority of the story take place? Is it in nature? A busy city? One room? 

· In which time period does the story take place? 

· Is there one particular setting in the story that best reflects its theme? 

· How does each setting affect the characters? Do they learn something new as a result of the new setting? Are their choices and actions influenced by the setting? 

· How does the setting affect the plot?
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Read Chapters 11-12 and answer the comprehension questions while you read OR when you are finished.
1. Have you ever met someone who was nothing like what you expected? Describe the situation.

2. Kenny is shocked by Byron’s reaction when he meets Grandma Sands. Did Byron’s reaction surprise you? Why?
3. What is surprising about Byron’s reaction to Grandma Sands? Why do you think he reacts this way?
4. Besides marrying Mr. Watson, what are some reasons that Mrs. Watson would have left the south?

5. Why is Mrs. Watson upset with her mother? 
Answer: Mrs. Watson is upset that she does not know more about Mr. Roberts. She feels that her mother has not kept her updated with important information about her own life and worries that Mr. Roberts has replaced her own father in Grandma Sands’s life.

6. Explain how the setting has influenced the way in which the characters behave— especially Momma and Byron. How does being in Birmingham create a change in the way they act? 
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Add to your Character Chart 
Active Reading Activity: How Setting Influences Character Change

	Character
	Example(s) of Behavioral Change
	Page Number(s)

	Byron
	
	Pg. 161

Pg. 168

	Momma
	
	Pg. 167-168


Lesson 9: Watsons, Chapter 13-14 
Objectives
· Support text analysis with text evidence

· Analyze the development of plot elements that lead to the climax of the novel

· Define new vocabulary and identify words in context

Key Words

	Term
	Definition

	Climax
	

	Exposition
	

	Falling action
	

	Plot
	

	Resolution
	

	Rising action
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Read Chapters 13-14 and answer the comprehension questions while reading OR when you are finished.

Describe a time that you didn’t listen to your conscience.

List Kenny’s warnings that he was making a bad decision to go to Collier’s Landing.

Explain Kenny’s theory about getting in trouble in little steps. Do you agree with his theory? Why or why not?

Describe how Byron has changed since being in Alabama.

Explain why the title of this chapter.

Explain why Mr. Watson’s first thought is after he heard the boom was, “Where’s Byron?”

Explain how Joey escaped tragedy.
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Add to your Character Chart 
Active Reading Activity: Cause and Effect
Directions: Complete the table, providing three examples of characters’ actions ro plot events that illustrate cause-and-effect relationships. 

	What Happens First? (Cause)
	What Happens as a result of the first event? (effect)
	What does the reader learn about the character(s)? 

	
	
	

	
	
	


Review Activity: Describe a conflict from your reading today. Be sure to explain the original conflict, identify what kind of conflict it is, describe the events leading to the conflict’s resolution and predict how the conflict will finally be resolved. 



Objectives:
· Support text analysis with text evidence

· Evaluate the historical context of the novel to determine the accuracy of a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character

· Read, discuss, analyze, and demonstrate comprehension of grade level text

· Reflect on the novel using the reading roles as a guide

· Define new vocabulary and identify words in context
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Read Chapter 15 and the Epilogue. Answer the comprehension questions while you are reading OR when you are finished reading.
1. Why did Byron call the space behind the couch the World-Famous Watson Pet Hospital?

2. What does the conversation between Kenny and Byron reveal about their feelings toward one another? How does this represent a solution to the novel?
3. Describe how Mr. and Mrs. Watson dealt with their shock and grief over the events in Birmingham?

4. Describe the mood of the story during the beginning, middle, and end. (The mood is the feeling that a reader gets while reading the story)
5. Why does the author consider those who participated in the Civil Rights Movement “true American Heroes”? 
Epilogue An epilogue is a brief section at the end of a book where the writer speaks directly to the readers. Be sure to read this section.

Review notes from lessons 1-10 & Take Quiz.[image: image15.png]
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Points to Ponder…..


-Are Mr. & Mrs. Watson serious about sending Byron away?


-Do you think Byron will go along with their plan?


-Does he have a choice?


-How will this decision affect Kenny and Joey?





Points to Ponder…..


How could the setting impact characters in a story???











Lesson 10: Watsons, Chapter 15 and Epilogue       





Resolving Conflicts 


A conflict comes to an end when it is resolved. This resolution, or outcome in the conflict of the plot, may occur in one of the following ways: 


A character can succeed against the conflict and achieve progress and a good outcome. 


A character can fail to overcome the conflict. This leads to the character needing to learn how to make peace with the problem in some other way. 


A character can find a way to compromise, which means achieving some things while giving up on others. 
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