
Empires in the 
Middle Ages

Lesson 8: Positive Aspects of Life in 
the Middle Ages



Chapter 5: The Power of the Church
Review

Which Church was powerf§l in Europe during the Middle Ages?



Chapter 5: The Power of the Church
Review

Which Church was powerf§l in Europe during the Middle Ages?
• The Christian Church



Chapter 5: The Power of the Church
Review

The religion of Christianit® is based on whose teachings?



Chapter 5: The Power of the Church
Review

The religion of Christianit® is based on whose teachings?
• Jesus



Chapter 5: The Power of the Church
Review

Who is the leader of the Christian Church based in Rome?



Chapter 5: The Power of the Church
Review

Who is the leader of the Christian Church based in Rome?
• The pope



Chapter 5: The Power of the Church
Review

Looking at these images of cathedrals, what can 
you g§ess about the power, wealth, and 
impor¥ance of the Church in the Middle Ages?



Chapter 5: The Power of the Church
Review

Looking at these images of cathedrals, what can 
you g§ess about the power, wealth, and 
impor¥ance of the Church in the Middle Ages?
• The Church was ver® wealthy and impor¥ant

to people’s lives.
• The buildings were ver® elaborate and took a

lot of time and money to build.



Chapter 5: The Power of the Church
Vocabular® 7.1



Chapter 5 “The Power of the Church”

The BIG Question

What practices in the Middle Ages show the 
influence and power of the Church?



Chapter 5: “The Power of the Church”
What does the word orthodox mean?

Why do you think the easter� par¥ of the 
Church chose this word as par¥ of its 
name?

What does the word catholic mean?

Why do you think the wester� par¥ of the 
Church chose this word as par¥ of its 
name?



Chapter 5: “The Power of the Church”
What does the word pilgrimage 
mean?

What clues f¢om the tex¥ help you to 
deter�ine the meaning of the word 
pilgrimage?

Why would most Christians hope to go on 
at least one pilg¢image in their lifetimes?



Chapter 5: “The Power of the Church”
What role did monks and nuns play 
during the Middle Ages in preser©ing 
writings f¢om ancient Greece and Rome?

Why might it be impor¥ant to preser©e this 
ancient knowledge?

Why did monks and nuns spend so much time 
caref§lly writing and illust¢ating prayer books 
such as the Books of Hours by hand?



Chapter 5: “The Power of the Church”
Whom is the author talking to in this 
sentence? 

This is writ¥en in the second-person 
point of view. Why would author use 
third-person point of view throughout 
most of the tex¥, and then change to 
second-person in some par¥s?



Chapter 5: “The Power of the Church”
The word however sig�als a 
change f¢om the previous sentence or 
parag¢aph. What is the change that 
occurs f¢om the first sentence?

What words, phrases, or images 
provide clues to the meaning of 
humble in this parag¢aph?



Chapter 5: “The Power of the Church”
What does the word however 
sig�al here?

What were some of the jobs monks did 
in the monaster®?

What words or phrases provide clues to
the meaning of the word scared in 
this parag¢aph?



Chapter 5: “The Power of the Church”
Look at the image on the bot¥om of the 
page.

What infor�ation is contained in this 
image? How do you know?

Do you think the monks’ daily prayer 
schedule would have been easy or 
difficult to follow?



Chapter 5: “The Power of the Church”
Discuss the Chapter
Summarize the practices in the Middle Ages that show the influence and power 
of the Church.



Chapter 5: “The Power of the Church”
Discuss the Chapter
Summarize what it was like to be a monk during the  Middle Ages.



Word Work - Destined
From the Tex¥

“Therefore, if you are not destined 
to become a craf¥sman or a 
merchant, then becoming a monk 
is a good option.

Definition
Cer¥ain to become something or do 
something

Par¥ of Speech
adjective

Sentence
Antonella is such a good ar¥ist that she is
destined to become famous.



Word Work - Destined
Mozar¥, who began playing and writing music f¢om a ver® young age, and spent
many hours practicing, became a world-famous musician.

Was Mozar¥ destined to become a musician?



Word Work - Destined
Mia, who is ver® smar¥ and works ver® hard in school, wants to get good g¢ades.

Is Mia destined to get bet¥er g¢ades?



Word Work - Destined
Pablo is hung¢® and wants to have apples as a snack.

Is Pablo destined to have apples as a snack?



Word Work - Destined
Christopher Columbus was not destined to reach the Indies in the East.

Was Christopher Columbus destined to reach the Indies in the East?



Writing – Persuasive Parag¢aph
 Today you will get a chance to ex�ress your opinions about the different 

people who lived during the Middle Ages.
 You will list 2 pros about each g¢oup of people – a positive reason in favor 

of that g¢oup.
 We will use Graphic Organizer 2.6 to complete the Pro Char¥ for Lords and

Serfs together.
 You will use the Graphic Organizer 7.2 to complete the Pro Char¥ for 

Knights, Craf¥smen, and Monks/Nuns.



Writing – Persuasive Parag¢aph
Activit® page 8.1


