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Chapter 5 “The Power of the Church”

The BIG Question

What practices in the Middle Ages show the 
influence and power of the Church?



Chapter 5: “The Power of the Church”
The italics on page 38 sig�als that the 
tex¥ is different in some way than the 
reg§lar font on page 39.

The tex¥ on page 38 is writ¥en as if you 
were a person living in the Middle Ages.

What do you think it means when the tex¥ says, 
“your life is anchored to the Church”?



Chapter 5: “The Power of the Church”
How do parag¢aphs 2 and 3 suppor¥ what 
the author stated in parag¢aph 1?

When the Christian Church split into t«o 
par¥s, one par¥ was called the Or¥hodox 
Church and one was called the Catholic 
Church. What do the words orthodox 
and catholic mean?



Chapter 5: “The Power of the Church”
How did Christians in the Middle Ages 
celebrate holy days? Holy days were divided
into what categories?

How would you describe the architect§re of 
churches and cathedrals?

Why do you think it took so long to build 
the medieval cathedrals?



Chapter 5: “The Power of the Church”
Tur� back to page 38 and locate the image 
of the rose window.

Why do you think this is called a rose 
window?



Chapter 5: “The Power of the Church”
What was a pilg¢image?

Who were monks?

Where did they live?



Chapter 5: “The Power of the Church”
Describe women who devoted their lives to 
the church.

How did the Church become wealthy?



Chapter 5: “The Power of the Church”
How did monks and nuns help preser©e, or
save, knowledge f¢om the ancient Greeks 
and Romans?

What is the author of  the tex¥ describing 
as exquisite?

What does the word exquisite mean?



Chapter 5: “The Power of the Church”
What were some of the 
advantages of life in a 
monaster®?

What did monks vow, 
or promise, to do in the 
ceremony in which they
officially joined the 
church?



Chapter 5: “The Power of the Church”



Chapter 5: “The Power of the Church”
Discuss the Chapter
What practices f¢om the Middle Ages show the influence and power of the 
Church?



Chapter 5: “The Power of the Church”
Discuss the Chapter
What practices f¢om the Middle Ages show the influence and power of the 
Church?
• People went to church of¥en and created holy days to mark impor¥ant 

religious events.
• They built large cathedrals.
• Some people devoted their lives to the Church.
• The Church g¢ew wealthy.
• The Church influenced political decisions and suppor¥ed or opposed kings.



Chapter 5: “The Power of the Church”
Discuss the Chapter
When you see the size and architect§ral details of churches built during the 
Middle Ages, and know that they took many, many years to build, what does that
tell you about the impor¥ance of the Church in the lives of Europeans who lived 
during that time period?



Chapter 5: “The Power of the Church”
Discuss the Chapter
When you see the size and architect§ral details of churches built during the 
Middle Ages, and know that they took many, many years to build, what does that
tell you about the impor¥ance of the Church in the lives of Europeans who lived 
during that time period?
• The Church was ver® impor¥ant because people were willing to put so much 

time, effor¥, and money into make such elaborate buildings.



Chapter 5: “The Power of the Church”
Discuss the Chapter
Why would someone in the Middle Ages decide to become a monk?



Chapter 5: “The Power of the Church”
Discuss the Chapter
Why would someone in the Middle Ages decide to become a monk?
• The Church played an impor¥ant role in the lives of people in the Middle 

Ages.
• It was a way for someone like a serf to have a bet¥er life.
• Monks were assured of a place to sleep, clothing, food, medical care, and an 

education.
• Being a monk offered some securit® and protection f¢om the challenges of 

medieval life.



Chapter 5: “The Power of the Church”
Discuss the Chapter
How would the lives of a monk and a serf in the Middle Ages differ?



Chapter 5: “The Power of the Church”
Discuss the Chapter
How would the lives of a monk and a serf in the Middle Ages differ?
• Monks went through a t¢aining period in which they lear�ed to read and 

write.
• Monks took par¥ in a ceremony in which they would dedicate their lives to 

God.
• Serfs were cont¢olled by the lord.
• Serfs lived on a manor. Monks lived in a monaster®.



Chapter 5: “The Power of the Church”
Discuss the Chapter
How would the lives of a monk and a serf in the Middle Ages similar?



Chapter 5: “The Power of the Church”
Discuss the Chapter
How would the lives of a monk and a serf in the Middle Ages similar?
• They both worked hard for many hours of the day.
• Both of¥en worked outside to g¢ow food.



Chapter 5: “The Power of the Church”
Activit® page 7.7



Word Work - Devote
From the Tex¥

“Monks were men who chose to live 
apar¥ f¢om societ® and to devote 
their lives to the Church.

Definition
To give one’s time or at¥ention to 
something

Par¥ of Speech
Verb

Sentence
Sandra and her brother love to play 
basketball, so they devote at least five 
hours a week to practicing.



Writing – Persuasive Parag¢aph
 An informative paragraph gives fact§al infor�ation about a 

topic.

 A persuasive paragraph states an opinion and t¢ies to 
persuade people to ag¢ee.



Writing – Persuasive Parag¢aph
Activit® page 7.2 Graphic Organizer



Writing – Persuasive Parag¢aph
Activit® page 7.2 Graphic Organizer
 Each g¢oup will write complete the organizer for one categor®.

 Knights – use pages 20-21
 Craf¥smen – use pages 31-35
 Monks/Nuns – use pages 41-45

 Then we will share our infor�ation with the class!


