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Vocabular® 5.1
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The BIG Question

How did the g¢owth of t¢ade during the Middle Ages affect 
the way people lived?
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While reading, 
complete activit® 
page 5.2!

As a class, we will also 
create a T-char¥ to 
compare the positive 
and negative aspects of 
living in a town during 
the Middle Ages.
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*Activit® page 5.2

Where did most people live in the early par¥ of the Middle Ages?

Where did some people move bet«een 1000 CE and 1300 CE?

How did t¢ade change where and how people lived during the 
Middle Ages?

As more people became involved in t¢ade and commerce, what 
g¢oup g¢ew in impor¥ance?
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*Activit® page 5.2

What was the connection bet«een towns 
in the Middle Ages and local lords?
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*Activit® page 5.2

List at least t«o problems that emerged 
because of people moving into towns 
during the Middle Ages.
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*Activit® page 5.2

Put the following three steps 
into the order in which they 
take place: jour�ey�an, 
master craf¥sman, 
apprentice.
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*Activit® page 5.2

You read that women in the Middle Ages had 
few legal rights. However, regardless of 
whether they were privileged or not, all women
had a similar role. What role did women 
share?

Which statement f¢om the tex¥ best suppor¥s 
the answer to Par¥ A?



Chapter 4 “Merchants, Markets, and Mud:
Towns in the Middle Ages”



Chapter 4 “Merchants, Markets, and Mud:
Towns in the Middle Ages”

Activit® Page 5.4



Word Work - Fuel
From the Tex¥

“Bet«een the years 1000 CE and 
1350 CE, f§eled by t¢ade, towns 
began to g¢ow.

Definition
To give st¢eng¥h to or cause something to
happen

Par¥ of Speech
Verb

Sentence
The teacher f§eled her st§dents’ 
enthusiasm for science with interesting 
ex�eriments and field t¢ips.



Word Work - Fuel
Decide which item fueled, or gave st¢eng¥h to, the other item.

Cold weather AND my decision to wear gloves to school



Word Work - Fuel
Decide which item fueled, or gave st¢eng¥h to, the other item.

Decision to become a veterinarian AND the boy’s love of animals



Word Work - Fuel
Decide which item fueled, or gave st¢eng¥h to, the other item.

Decision to at¥end a concer¥ AND my family’s love of music



Word Work - Fuel
Decide which item fueled, or gave st¢eng¥h to, the other item.

Get¥ing a new puppy for her bir¥hday AND Maria’s happiness



Word Work - Fuel
Decide which item fueled, or gave st¢eng¥h to, the other item.

The football team’s big win AND the players’ abilit® to work together



Writing – Infor�ative Parag¢aph- Serfs



Writing – Topic Sentence

A good topic sentence states the main idea of the parag¢aph.

 During the Middle Ages, serfs worked on the lord’s land.
 In Europe in the Middle Ages, serfs were cont¢olled by powerf§l lords.
 In medieval Europe, the majorit® of people were serfs and had lit¥le 

power.



Writing – Detail Sentences
 There are 5 categories on the g¢aphic organizer. Pick the top 3 most 

interesting categories – the ones you have the most infor�ation about 
– to t¢ansfor� into detail sentences.

 Your notes on the g¢aphic organizer are paraphrased f¢ag�ents. Now 
you must t¢ansfor� them into sentences!

 A sentence needs a subject (who or what) and a predicate (what the 
subject is doing).



Writing – Transition Words
Transition words and phrases are helpf§l for making the sentences sound 
good together in a parag¢aph.

 In addition,
 Also,
 For example,



Writing – Concluding Sentence
A concluding sentence retells the topic sentence in a different way.
It should be something that makes the reader remember the topic of the 
parag¢aph.

 That is why serfs were the least powerf§l members of medieval societ®.
 As you can see, serfs had less power than lords.
 To sum it up, the serfs’ lives were cont¢olled by the lord.



Writing – Rubric
Activit® Page 5.3


