
Empires in the 
Middle Ages

Lesson 4: Knights and Castles



Chapter 3 “Gloomy Castles and Jousting Knights”
Vocabular® 4.1



Chapter 3 “Gloomy Castles and Jousting Knights”

The BIG Question

Why was there a need for knights and castles during the 
Middle Ages?



Chapter 3 “Gloomy Castles and Jousting Knights”
What was happening in the Middle Ages 
that of¥en required young men to become 
fighters? *4.2

*Rival is an adjective – as in rival 
nations (meaning competing 
nations)
*Rivalries is a noun – meaning 
competitions or conflicts

Read the caption. Use infor�ation f¢om the
tex¥ to identif® items used for protection.



Chapter 3 “Gloomy Castles and Jousting Knights”
What are t«o differences bet«een foot 
soldiers and knights? *4.2

What does the difference in ar�or tell you 
about who could become a knight in the 
Middle Ages?



Chapter 3 “Gloomy Castles and Jousting Knights”
Based on the way it is used in this 
parag¢aph, what do you think the word 
aspiring means?

What are some differences bet«een a page 
and a squire?

How did each step in a knight’s t¢aining 
prepare him for knighthood?  *4.2



Chapter 3 “Gloomy Castles and Jousting Knights”
What was the pur�ose of the dubbing 
ceremony, and what took place during it?

What is chivalr®?

How were knights ex�ected to behave?



Chapter 3 “Gloomy Castles and Jousting Knights”
Why is this section of the tex¥ titled 
“Charge!”?

Why would a knight take par¥ in a jousting 
match?

How did spectators feel about at¥ending the
matches? *4.2



Chapter 3 “Gloomy Castles and Jousting Knights”
Find 3 pieces of evidence f¢om the tex¥ that 
demonst¢ate how a castle might protect its 
inhabitants f¢om an enemy siege. *4.2

Do you think castles were built more for 
comfor¥ or protection? Cite evidence f¢om 
the tex¥ to suppor¥ your response.



Chapter 3 “Gloomy Castles and Jousting Knights”
How does this image 
help you to visualize 
the following 
sentence? 

“Castle walls 
sometimes enclosed a 
series of small 
buildings, like a lit¥le 
town.”



Chapter 3 “Gloomy Castles and Jousting Knights”
What took place in the Great Hall in a 
castle?

Why do you think serfs and their children 
would likely not have been able to enjoy 
music and dancing?



Chapter 3 “Gloomy Castles and Jousting Knights”



Chapter 3 “Gloomy Castles and Jousting Knights”
Discuss the Chapter

Why was there a need for knights and castles during the Middle Ages?



Chapter 3 “Gloomy Castles and Jousting Knights”
Discuss the Chapter

Why was there a need for knights and castles during the Middle Ages?
• There were rivalries among nobles, wars with other nations, and 

violence among neighbors that created a need for protection.



Chapter 3 “Gloomy Castles and Jousting Knights”
Discuss the Chapter

Indicate t«o ways in which foot soldiers and knights were different.



Chapter 3 “Gloomy Castles and Jousting Knights”
Discuss the Chapter

Indicate t«o ways in which foot soldiers and knights were different.
• Different Clothing
• Different Weapons



Chapter 3 “Gloomy Castles and Jousting Knights”
Discuss the Chapter

Describe at least t«o feat§res of a castle that let you know it was built 
more for protection than for comfor¥.



Chapter 3 “Gloomy Castles and Jousting Knights”
Discuss the Chapter

Describe at least t«o feat§res of a castle that let you know it was built 
more for protection than for comfor¥.
• Enclosed within walls
• Had its own food and water supplies to withstand a long siege
• Of¥en sur¢ounded by a moat with a drawbridge



Chapter 3 “Gloomy 
Castles and Jousting 
Knights”
Activit® Page 4.2

Use complete sentences 
with capital let¥ers and 
punct§ation!



Word Work - Influential
From the Tex¥

Because it was ver® ex�ensive to 
become a knight, these mounted 
war¢iors were usually sons of 
wealthy, influential members of 
societ®.

Definition
Having power to change or affect 
impor¥ant things or people

Par¥ of Speech
Adjective

Sentence
The mayor is a ver® influential person 
who was able to convince almost 
ever®one in our town to suppor¥ the new
recycling prog¢am.



Word Work - Influential
Decide if each of the following sentences is about a person who is 
influential or not influential.

Ms. Pascqual convinced the town’s mayor to put in a new stop sig� at the busy 
intersection. Is Ms. Pascqual influential?



Word Work - Influential
Decide if each of the following sentences is about a person who is 
influential or not influential.

Ms. Pascqual convinced the town’s mayor to put in a new stop sig� at the busy 
intersection. Is Ms. Pascqual influential? Yes! Ms. Pascqual is influential!



Word Work - Influential
Decide if each of the following sentences is about a person who is 
influential or not influential.

The lit¥le boy t¢ied to convince his mother to let him stay up late to watch a 
movie, but she said no. Is the lit¥le boy influential?



Word Work - Influential
Decide if each of the following sentences is about a person who is 
influential or not influential.

The lit¥le boy t¢ied to convince his mother to let him stay up late to watch a 
movie, but she said no. Is the lit¥le boy influential? No, he is not influential.



Word Work - Influential
Decide if each of the following sentences is about a person who is 
influential or not influential.

Having writ¥en the Declaration of Independence, Thomas Jefferson helped 
shape the early years of our count¢®. Was Thomas Jefferson influential?



Word Work - Influential
Decide if each of the following sentences is about a person who is 
influential or not influential.

Having writ¥en the Declaration of Independence, Thomas Jefferson helped 
shape the early years of our count¢®. Was Thomas Jefferson influential?
Yes! Thomas Jefferson was influential.



Word Work - Influential
Decide if each of the following sentences is about a person who is 
influential or not influential.

The lit¥le girl asked multiple times if she could eat a cupcake before dinner 
because she finished her homework, but her parents would not let her. Is the 
girl influential?



Word Work - Influential
Decide if each of the following sentences is about a person who is 
influential or not influential.

The lit¥le girl asked multiple times if she could eat a cupcake before dinner 
because she finished her homework, but her parents would not let her. Is the 
girl influential? No, she was not influential.



Lang§age – Grammar
Nouns and Adjectives

As I read each sentence, hold up page 4.3 – Noun or Adjective for 
each word that is a noun or adjective.

Castles were cold and gloomy places.



Lang§age – Grammar
Nouns and Adjectives

As I read each sentence, hold up page 4.3 – Noun or Adjective for 
each word that is a noun or adjective.

An orange fire glowed inside the dark castle.



Lang§age – Grammar
Nouns and Adjectives

As I read each sentence, hold up page 4.3 – Noun or Adjective for 
each word that is a noun or adjective.

Small windows and tiny candles offered lit¥le light.



Lang§age – Grammar
Nouns and Adjectives

As I read each sentence, hold up page 4.3 – Noun or Adjective for 
each word that is a noun or adjective.

The first castles were wooden for¥s.



Lang§age – Grammar
Nouns and Adjectives

As I read each sentence, hold up page 4.3 – Noun or Adjective for 
each word that is a noun or adjective.

The moat was a deep t¢ench.



Lang§age – Grammar
Nouns and Adjectives
Activit® Page 4.4



Lang§age – Grammar
Prepositions and Prepositional Phrases

Where?



Lang§age – Grammar
Prepositions and Prepositional Phrases



Lang§age – Grammar
Prepositions and Prepositional Phrases

Use the list of prepositions to 
write 3 sentences using a 
prepositional phrase in each 
one!

Then switch with a neighbor! 
They will read the sentences 
and find the prepositional 
phrases!



Lang§age – Mor�holog®
Prefixes un and non
• Un and non both mean “not”.



Lang§age – Mor�holog®
Prefixes un and non
• Familiar or Unfamiliar?
• You are meeting someone for the first time.



Lang§age – Mor�holog®
Prefixes un and non
• Happy or Unhappy?
• The hot sun melted my ice cream before I could eat it.



Lang§age – Mor�holog®
Prefixes un and non
• Equal or Unequal?
• The pizza was cut into eight slices that were the same size.



Lang§age – Mor�holog®
Prefixes un and non
• Common or Uncommon?
• All of the kids in the class wore the same color shir¥.



Lang§age – Mor�holog®
Prefixes un and non
• Verbal or Nonverbal?
• Diana put a finger to her lips to sig�al that we should be quiet.



Lang§age – Mor�holog®
Prefixes un and non
• Threatening or Nonthreatening?
• The clouds in the sky were dark and the air smelled damp.



Lang§age – Mor�holog®
Prefixes un and non
Activity Page 4.5



Writing – Taking Notes
Activit® Page 2.6 – using reader pages 10-15


