
Empires in the 
Middle Ages

Lesson 3: Writing an Informative 
Paragraph about Lords



Chapter 2 “To the Manor Bor�”

The BIG Question

How were the lives of serfs and lords different f¢om each 
other?



Chapter 2 “To the Manor Bor�”
Look at the sentence “If you lived during 
the Middle Ages, your life followed one of a 
few set paths.”

The word path has a few different 
meanings. 

How is the word path used in this 
sentence?



Chapter 2 “To the Manor Bor�”
What words or phrases provide clues to the 
meaning of privileged?

What clues do you get f¢om the images on 
pages 10-11?



Chapter 2 “To the Manor Bor�”
The tex¥ says, “In the early Middle Ages, nearly
ever®one in Europe worked on the land.”

Nearly everyone – means almost 
ever® person

Worked on the land – means that 
they perfor�ed work outside (far�ing, 
tending to the animals)

What do you think the author means by 
“nearly ever®one in Europe worked on the 
land?”



Chapter 2 “To the Manor Bor�”
What does the word controlled mean 
in this sentence?

How were the lives of lords and serfs 
different f¢om one another in the Middle 
Ages?



Chapter 2 “To the Manor Bor�”
Based on the entire sentence, what do you 
think it means when the tex¥ says, “If crops 
failed”?

Which par¥ of the sentence gives you a clue 
about the meaning of the phrase crops 
failed?



Chapter 2 “To the Manor Bor�”
The author says, “Even when food supplies 
were low, serfs were not allowed to hunt in 
the lord’s forests. However, to avoid 
star©ing, people sometimes hunted 
illegally.”

The author uses the word however in 
the second sentence to sig�al a cont¢ast or 
difference taking place. Taken together, 
what do these t«o sentences mean?



Chapter 2 “To the Manor Bor�”
In this parag¢aph, the author describes the 
st¢§ct§re of societ® in the Middle Ages. How
was medieval societ® st¢§ct§red?

Why was it st¢§ct§red in this way?



Chapter 2 “To the Manor Bor�”
What did working a f§ll day mean 
for a boy serf?

Based on what you read in the tex¥, 
what season is shown in the bot¥om 
image? How do you know?



Chapter 2 “To the Manor Bor�”
The word nevertheless is used 
as a sig�al that, despite what was just 
described, something will happen.

Taken together, what do these t«o 
sentences mean?



Chapter 2 “To the Manor Bor�”
When the author says, “Your parents 
find it difficult to make ends meet,” 
they are using an idiom.

An idiom is a phrase whose meaning 
is different f¢om the literal meaning of
the words used in the phrase.

This phrase means they don’t always 
have enough money or food on which 
to live.



Chapter 2 “To the Manor Bor�”
Discuss the Chapter

Cont¢ast the lives of serfs and lords.



Chapter 2 “To the Manor Bor�”
Discuss the Chapter

Cont¢ast the lives of serfs and lords.
 Lords were privileged and had more power than serfs.
 Lords cont¢olled their land, or manor, and those who lived in it, as well as sur¢ounding villages 

and those who lived in them.
 Lords allowed serfs to g¢ow their own crops in ret§r� for g¢owing crops for the lord and his 

family.
 Lords received taxes f¢om serfs and offered them protection.
 Most people in the Middle Ages were serfs.
 Serfs worked and lived on land owned by the lord had lit¥le power.
 Serfs lived difficult lives and endured hard daily work g¢owing crops and tending to livestock.



Word Work - Loyal
From the Tex¥

“Freemen and serfs had to be loyal 
to their lord.”

Definition
Showing complete faithf§lness and 
suppor¥

Par¥ of Speech
Adjective

Sentence
Even when Charlot¥e made new 
f¢iends at school, she remained 
loyal to her best f¢iend, Olivia.



Writing – Infor�ative Parag¢aph- Lords



Writing – Topic Sentence

A good topic sentence states the main idea of the parag¢aph.

 In Europe in the Middle Ages, a lord was a powerf§l member of societ®.
 During the Middle Ages, lords had most of the money and power.
 During the Middle Ages, a lord cont¢olled the land and the people who 

worked on it.



Writing – Detail Sentences
 There are 5 categories on the g¢aphic organizer. Pick the top 3 most 

interesting categories – the ones you have the most infor�ation about 
– to t¢ansfor� into detail sentences.

 Your notes on the g¢aphic organizer are paraphrased f¢ag�ents. Now 
you must t¢ansfor� them into sentences!

 A sentence needs a subject (who or what) and a predicate (what the 
subject is doing).



Writing – Transition Words
Transition words and phrases are helpf§l for making the sentences sound 
good together in a parag¢aph.

 In addition,
 Also,
 For example,



Writing – Concluding Sentence
A concluding sentence retells the topic sentence in a different way.
It should be something that makes the reader remember the topic of the 
parag¢aph.

 That is why Lords were the most powerf§l members of medieval societ®.
 As you can see, Lords were more powerf§l than serfs.
 To sum it up, Lords had the right to cont¢ol ever®¥hing on the manor, 

including the serfs’ lives. 


