
Empires in the 
Middle Ages

Lesson 2: Lords and Serfs



Chapter 2 “To the Manor Bor�”
Vocabular® 2.1



Chapter 2 “To the Manor Bor�”

The BIG Question

How were the lives of serfs and lords different f¢om each 
other?



Chapter 2 “To the Manor Bor�”
What are some of the things privileged boys
and girls lear�ed to do?

What does the author tell us were the 
primar® responsibilities of serfs?



Chapter 2 “To the Manor Bor�”
What is another name for a castle?

Who do you think had more power and 
f¢eedom in the Middle Ages – serfs or 
lords? Why?



Chapter 2 “To the Manor Bor�”
How did a lord become even richer or 
wealthier through his serfs?



Chapter 2 “To the Manor Bor�”
Why was medieval societ® organized for 
war?



Chapter 2 “To the Manor Bor�”
Activit® Page 2.2

What did lords offer serfs in exchange for 
their loyalt®?

If the lord needed to put together an ar�y 
for the king, who was required to fight?

Why do you think the lord did not make 
serfs fight?



Chapter 2 “To the Manor Bor�”
Look at the image on pages 12 and 13.

What do you think is shown in this image?



Chapter 2 “To the Manor Bor�”

How did the serfs’ 
jobs change during 
different seasons of 
the year?



Chapter 2 “To the Manor Bor�”
Search for the 
hidden let¥er! 
Record the let¥er on
Activit® Page 2.3.

At the end of unit 2,
we will ar¢ange all 
the let¥ers to spell a 
word related to the 
Middle Ages.



Chapter 2 “To the Manor Bor�”
Discuss the Chapter

Serfs and the lord each did something for the other. What did each 
promise the other?



Chapter 2 “To the Manor Bor�”
Discuss the Chapter

Serfs and the lord each did something for the other. What did each 
promise the other?
• Serfs spent par¥ of their time working for the lord and promised 

their loyalt®.
• The lord provided land for serfs to g¢ow their own food and 

promised them protection.



Chapter 2 “To the Manor Bor�”
Discuss the Chapter

Imagine you are t¢aveling through the medieval count¢®side, and you see a boy 
about your age. Based on today’s reading, what evidence would you use to decide 
whether the child is a serf or a noble?



Chapter 2 “To the Manor Bor�”
Discuss the Chapter

Imagine you are t¢aveling through the medieval count¢®side, and you see a boy 
about your age. Based on today’s reading, what evidence would you use to decide 
whether the child is a serf or a noble?
• His clothes would provide a clue. 
• A noble would be wearing nice clothing. 
• A serf would be wearing work clothes.

• What he is doing would be another impor¥ant clue.
• A noble boy would be riding a horse, lear�ing how to use a sword, or reading and writing. 
• A serf boy might be working in the fields or the forest, taking care of crops or animals, or 

walking to and f¢om the fields.



Chapter 2 “To the Manor Bor�”
Discuss the Chapter

Describe what you would see on a lord’s estate during the Middle Ages?



Chapter 2 “To the Manor Bor�”
Discuss the Chapter

Describe what you would see on a lord’s estate during the Middle Ages?
• A large, well-protected manor house
• A small church
• Small serfs’ houses
• Fields divided into st¢ips
• Serfs plowing the lord’s fields and tending to their own
• Smaller gardens
• Serfs tending to livestock



Chapter 2 “To the Manor Bor�”
Discuss the Chapter

Why do you think the feudal system existed?



Chapter 2 “To the Manor Bor�”
Discuss the Chapter

Why do you think the feudal system existed?
• Lords needed people to work for them.
• Serfs needed protection.
• It was a way to obtain food and shelter.



Chapter 2 “To the 
Manor Bor�”
Activit® Page 2.7

Use complete sentences 
with capital let¥ers and 
punct§ation!



Word Work - Rival
From the Tex¥

There were f¢equent wars and 
uprisings, including rebellions 
against the king by rival nobles.

Definition
Competing

Par¥ of Speech
Adjective

Sentence
The baseball players won their 
game against a rival team.



Word Work - Rival
Sy�ony�s

(Words that have a similar 
meaning)

Antony�s
(Words that have the 
opposite meaning)



Lang§age – Grammar
Nouns and Adjectives

Nouns
• Words that name people, places, or things



Lang§age – Grammar
Nouns and Adjectives

Nouns
• Common Nouns name people, places, and things in general
• Proper Nouns begin with capital let¥ers and name specific nouns



Lang§age – Grammar
Nouns and Adjectives

Adjectives
• Describe nouns
• Provide details about color, shape, mood, numbers
• Help you pict§re the noun in your mind

• Good writers use adjectives to make their writing more 
interesting!



Lang§age – Grammar
Nouns and Adjectives

Rich lords lived in large castles.

Label nouns with N and adjectives with Adj. 
Draw an ar¢ow f¢om the adjective to the noun it describes.



Lang§age – Grammar
Nouns and Adjectives

The selfish king did not help his hung¢® serfs.

Label nouns with N and adjectives with Adj. 
Draw an ar¢ow f¢om the adjective to the noun it describes.



Lang§age – Grammar
Nouns and Adjectives
Activit® Page 2.4



Lang§age – Mor�holog®
Prefixes un and non
• Prefixes are a syllable or syllables placed at the beginning of the 

root word to change the word’s meaning.

• Un and non both mean “not”.



Lang§age – Mor�holog®
Prefixes un and non
• Familiar
• Definition: well-known
• Par¥ of speech: adjective
• Ser©ants were familiar 

with hard work.



Lang§age – Mor�holog®
Prefixes un and non
• Familiar
• Definition: well-known
• Par¥ of speech: adjective
• Ser©ants were familiar 

with hard work.

• Unfamiliar
• Definition: not well-known
• Par¥ of speech: adjective
• Royal family members were

unfamiliar with hard work.



Lang§age – Mor�holog®
Prefixes un and non
• Essential
• Definition: impor¥ant 

and necessar®
• Par¥ of speech: adjective
• Food and water are 

essential to sur©ival.



Lang§age – Mor�holog®
Prefixes un and non
• Essential
• Definition: impor¥ant 

and necessar®
• Par¥ of speech: adjective
• Food and water are 

essential to sur©ival.

• Nonessential
• Definition: not impor¥ant 

or necessar®
• Par¥ of speech: adjective
• During a drought, my 

family and I don’t water 
our lawn or use water for 
other nonessential things.



Lang§age – Mor�holog®
Prefixes un and non
• Common/Uncommon
• Equal/Unequal
• Verbal/Nonverbal
• Threatening/Nonthreatening



Lang§age – Mor�holog®
Prefixes un and non
Activity Page 2.5



Lang§age – Mor�holog®
Prefixes un and non
Activity Page 2.5



Lang§age – Mor�holog®
Prefixes un and non
Activity Page 2.5



Writing – Taking Notes
Activit® Page 2.6


