
Empires in the 
Middle Ages

Lesson 13: Magna Carta



Review
We have lear�ed about several kings who reig�ed in England during the 
Middle Ages.

How did William the Conqueror become king of England?

What changes did King Henr® II make to the cour¥ system?

What was the nickname of Richard I? How did he acquire that nickname?



Chapter 8: “The Way«ard King: King John and 
Mag�a Car¥a”
Vocabular® 13.1



Chapter 8: “The Way«ard King: King John and  
Mag�a Car¥a”

The BIG Question

Why is Mag�a Car¥a such an impor¥ant document?



What does succeed mean?

Whom did King John succeed?

What did King John lose cont¢ol over?

Chapter 8: “The Way«ard King: King John and  
Mag�a Car¥a”



Who was especially unhappy with King John?

Chapter 8: “The Way«ard King: King John and  
Mag�a Car¥a”



The tex¥ says, “A major conflict was 
inevitable.”
Which people or g¢oups would inevitably 
have a conflict? What happened?

Chapter 8: “The Way«ard King: King John and  
Mag�a Car¥a”



What were the consequences, or results, of 
Mag�a Car¥a for the nobles?

What were the consequences of Mag�a Car¥a 
for King John?

If King John did not like the consequences of 
Mag�a Car¥a, why was the royal seal placed 
on it, allowing it to become the law of the 
land?

Chapter 8: “The Way«ard King: King John and  
Mag�a Car¥a”



Which members of the English 
societ® benefited f¢om Mag�a 
Car¥a?

How did Mag�a Car¥a change 
King John’s power? Cite evidence 
f¢om the tex¥.

What t®�e of moder� gover�ment 
is based on many of the ideas 
f¢om Mag�a Car¥a?

Chapter 8: “The Way«ard King: King John and  
Mag�a Car¥a”



Who was Robin Hood, and did 
he really exist?

If he did exist, why might he be 
considered a hero?

Chapter 8: “The Way«ard King: King John and  
Mag�a Car¥a”



What were some of the 
things a lady-in-
waiting needed to 
lear�?

What was the final 
pur�ose of t¢aining to 
become a lady-in-
waiting?

Chapter 8: “The Way«ard King: King John and  
Mag�a Car¥a”



Chapter 8: “The Way«ard King: King John and  
Mag�a Car¥a”



What does wayward mean?

Chapter 8: “The Way«ard King: King John and Mag�a Car¥a”
Discuss the Chapter



What does wayward mean?
• Behaving in an unacceptable way

Chapter 8: “The Way«ard King: King John and Mag�a Car¥a”
Discuss the Chapter



Why did the author use the word wayward to describe King John 
in the title?

Chapter 8: “The Way«ard King: King John and Mag�a Car¥a”
Discuss the Chapter



Why did the author use the word wayward to describe King John 
in the title?
• King John took actions that both the Church and the nobles 

disag¢eed with.
• For example, he objected to some of the Church’s decisions, he lost 

land to France, and he taxed the people of England.

Chapter 8: “The Way«ard King: King John and Mag�a Car¥a”
Discuss the Chapter



Why is Mag�a Car¥a considered to be one of the most impor¥ant 
documents in English histor®?

Chapter 8: “The Way«ard King: King John and Mag�a Car¥a”
Discuss the Chapter



Why is Mag�a Car¥a considered to be one of the most impor¥ant 
documents in English histor®?
• It changed the balance of power in England by giving cer¥ain people 

rights, such as having a say in creating laws.
• It provided a basis for some ideas that were incor�orated in the 

constit§tions of moder� democracies.

Chapter 8: “The Way«ard King: King John and Mag�a Car¥a”
Discuss the Chapter



Word Work – Inevitable
From the Tex¥

“A major conflict was inevitable.”

Practice
If I car¢® too many heavy books, it is 
inevitable that I ၚၛၛၛၛၛၛၛၛၛၛၛၛၛၛၛၛၛၛၛၛၛၛၛၛၛၛၛၛၛၛၛၛၛၛၜ.

If I don’t tie my shoelaces before 
r§nning, it is inevitable that I ၚၛၛၛၛၛၛၛၛၛၛၛၛၛၜ.

Definition
Will happen and can’t be stopped

Par¥ of Speech
Adjective

Sentence
When you are lear�ing to do something 
new, making mistakes is inevitable. 



Lang§age – Writing a Persuasive Parag¢aph

 A persuasive paragraph states an opinion and t¢ies to 
persuade people to ag¢ee.

 Sentence 1: State your opinion.
 Reason #1 with a t¢ansition word (First of all…)
 Reason #2 with a t¢ansition word (In addition… Second of all…)
 Reason #3 with a t¢ansition word (Lastly…. Finally…)
 Final Sentence: Use a concluding sentence to retell the opinion in a different 

way.



Lang§age – Writing a Persuasive Parag¢aph


