
Empires in the 
Middle Ages

Lesson 12: Two Views on King Henry II



Chapter 7: “Henr® II and Law and Order”
Review the Chapter

Name some of the positive things King Henr® II did during his reig�.



Chapter 7: “Henr® II and Law and Order”
Review the Chapter

Name some of the positive things King Henr® II did during his reig�.
 Helped restore the power and authorit® of the English monarchy
 Refor�ed the cour¥ system
 Found a new way to raise an ar�y



Chapter 7: “Henr® II and Law and Order”
Review the Chapter

Name some of the negative things King Henr® II did during his reig�.



Chapter 7: “Henr® II and Law and Order”
Review the Chapter

Name some of the negative things King Henr® II did during his reig�.
 He had all castles built without royal approval tor� down.
 He t¢eated anyone who questioned his authorit® mercilessly.
 He might have led to the murder of Thomas Becket.



Chapter 7: “Henr® II and Law and Order”

The BIG Question

Why was King Henr® II such an impor¥ant English king?



The author begins this chapter with a shor¥
but powerf§l sentence to capt§re the 
reader’s at¥ention.
Why do you think the author does not 
name the conqueror in the first t«o 
sentences of the parag¢aph?

What do you think the idiom “r§led with 
an iron fist” means?

Chapter 7: “Henr® II and Law and Order”



The word bright has several different 
meanings. What are some meanings of 
bright?

What does it mean in this sentence?

Chapter 7: “Henr® II and Law and Order”



What is t¢eason?

If someone was accused of t¢eason during the
reig� of Henr® II, in what cour¥ would they 
have their t¢ial?

What details does the author provide to 
suppor¥ the statement that Henr® II set up a 
fairer cour¥ system?

Chapter 7: “Henr® II and Law and Order”



Based on the author’s use of foreshadowing in
this sentence, do you think Henr®’s plan to 
limit the power of the Church will work?

What happened when Henr® t¢ied to use 
Thomas Becket to limit the power of the 
Church?

How did the pope respond to Henr®’s plan?

Chapter 7: “Henr® II and Law and Order”



Which of the t«o people in this image is 
Henr® II? Which is Thomas Becket? How
do you know?

Chapter 7: “Henr® II and Law and Order”



What event§ally happened bet«een Henr® 
and Thomas Becket?

What clues f¢om the tex¥ could lead the 
knights to think Henr® was just sulking?

What clues f¢om the tex¥ could lead the 
knights to think that Henr® was encouraging 
them to assassinate Thomas Becket?

Chapter 7: “Henr® II and Law and Order”



The wife of Henr® II, Eleanor of Aquitaine, 
was the queen of how many different 
count¢ies?
How did that happen?

Chapter 7: “Henr® II and Law and Order”



Word Work – Acquire
From the Tex¥

“By this time, many nobles had 
acquired g¢eat wealth.”

Antony�s
*Drop *Abandon
*ၚၛၛၛၛၛၛၛၛၛၛၛၛၛၛၛၛၛၜ

Definition
To get

Par¥ of Speech
Verb

Sentence
By the time I was eight years old, I had 
acquired a large number of books about 
horses.



Lang§age – Writing Sentences
Activit® Page 10.3


