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Chapter 7: “Henr® II and Law and Order”

The BIG Question

Why was King Henr® II such an impor¥ant English king?



To whom is the author refer¢ing in the first 
line when they say, “The g¢eat conqueror is 
dead”?

Based on the contex¥ in which it is used, 
what does turmoil mean?

Why might England have ex�erienced a 
period of t§r�oil af¥er the death of 
William?
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What was the name of the tax that King Henr® 
imposed, or made the nobles pay?

How did this differ f¢om the practice earlier in 
the Middle Ages?

Mercilessly means “done with cr§elt® or 
harshness”. What par¥ of speech is 
mercilessly?

What words or phrases f¢om the tex¥ help you 
define the word mercilessly?
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The author uses the phrase law and 
order in the first sentence on this page, as 
well as in the chapter title. From the contex¥, 
what do you think this sentence means?

What does trial by ordeal mean?

Do you think t¢ial by ordeal was a good way 
to prove someone’s innocence? Why or why 
not?

What does it mean to hear a case?
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Why did King Henr® II appoint Thomas 
Becket the archbishop of Canterbur®?

How did Thomas Becket react to King Henr®’s
plan to reduce the power of the Church?
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What did King Henr® say about Thomas 
Becket at a royal dinner, with many nobles in 
at¥endance?

What are some different ways this question 
could be inter�reted?

Four knights who at¥ended King Henr®’s 
royal dinner heard the statement made by 
King Henr® and decided to take action. What
did they do?
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Who was Eleanor of Aquitaine?

What does the word plotted mean 
here?

What was the nickname given to Eleanor 
and Henr®’s oldest son, Richard, and how 
did he ear� it?
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What were the Cr§sades?

What were some of the positive things that 
resulted f¢om the Cr§sades?
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Would a t¢ip f¢om Europe to Jer§salem 
during the Middle Ages have been easy or 
difficult?

What infor�ation f¢om the tex¥ suppor¥s 
your conclusion?
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Who was King Henr® II?

Chapter 7: “Henr® II and Law and Order”
Discuss the Chapter



Who was King Henr® II?
• He was an impor¥ant king in the histor® of England.
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Why was he so impor¥ant?
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Why was he so impor¥ant?
• King Henr® accomplished many things during his reig�, including 

instit§ting a tax on nobles, refor�ing the judicial system, and t¢®ing
to reduce the power of the Church.
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What events led to the assassination of Thomas Becket?
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What events led to the assassination of Thomas Becket?
• King Henr® became f¢§st¢ated with Thomas Becket for not ag¢eeing 

with him to reduce the power of the Church.
• At a royal dinner at¥ended by many nobles, King Henr® said, “Will 

no one rid me of this t¢oublesome priest?”
• Af¥er that, four knights who heard the king’s remarks killed Thomas 

Becket in Canterbur® Cathedral.
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Do you think King Henr® II was responsible for the killing of Thomas 
Becket? Why or why not?
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How did the pope and King Henr® each respond to Thomas Becket’s 
murder?
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How did the pope and King Henr® each respond to Thomas Becket’s 
murder?
• The pope declared Thomas Becket a ver® holy person.
• King Henr® II was upset and felt it was his fault that his f¢iend was 

killed. He never forgave himself for Becket’s death.

Chapter 7: “Henr® II and Law and Order”
Discuss the Chapter



Overall, do you think King Henr® had a positive or negative effect on 
England?
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Word Work - Restore
From the Tex¥

“By the time he died in 1189, Henr® II 
had done a lot to restore power and 
authorit® of the English monarchy.

Sy�ony�s
*Repair *ၚၛၛၛၛၛၛၛၛၛၛၛၛၛၛၛၛၛၛၛၛၛၜ

Definition
To give back or put something back into 
existence

Par¥ of Speech
Verb

Sentence
Af¥er many months of hard work, our 
town was able to restore the local park to
its for�er beaut®.
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Nobles built castles for themselves.

Find the subject. Remember, the subject answers the question
Who?  or What?
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Nobles built castles for themselves.

Find the verb or action word. Verbs are of¥en at the beginning
of the predicate.
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Nobles built castles for themselves.

Draw a ver¥ical line separating the subject and the predicate.
Underline the entire subject. 

Draw a wiggle line under the entire predicate.
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They for�ed their own ar�ies.

Find the subject. Remember, the subject answers the question
Who?  or What?
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They for�ed their own ar�ies.

Find the verb or action word. Verbs are of¥en at the beginning
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They for�ed their own ar�ies.

Draw a ver¥ical line separating the subject and the predicate.
Underline the entire subject. 

Draw a wiggle line under the entire predicate.
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Subjects and Predicates

The Middle Ages was a time of conflicts and hardships.

Find the subject. Remember, the subject answers the question
Who?  or What?
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The Middle Ages was a time of conflicts and hardships.

Find the verb or action word. Verbs are of¥en at the beginning
of the predicate.
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The Middle Ages was a time of conflicts and hardships.

Draw a ver¥ical line separating the subject and the predicate.
Underline the entire subject. 

Draw a wiggle line under the entire predicate.
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The Church became impor¥ant to people for stabilit® and hope.

Find the subject. Remember, the subject answers the question
Who?  or What?
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The Church became impor¥ant to people for stabilit® and hope.

Find the verb or action word. Verbs are of¥en at the beginning
of the predicate.
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Lang§age – Mor�holog®
Root arch
 The Greek root arch means “r§ler” and comes f¢om the word “archos”.

 Words with the root arch are usually nouns.
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To help him do this, he appointed Thomas to the position of archbishop of 
Canterbur®. This meant that Thomas had become the most powerf§l 
Church leader in all of England. 
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To help him do this, he appointed Thomas to the position of archbishop of 
Canterbur®. This meant that Thomas had become the most powerf§l 
Church leader in all of England. 

Bishop: a leader in the Church
Archbishop: the chief or most impor¥ant bishop
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By the time he died in 1189, Henr® II had done a lot to restore the power and
authorit® of the English monarchy.
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By the time he died in 1189, Henr® II had done a lot to restore the power and
authorit® of the English monarchy.

Mon: single or alone
Monarchy: a gover�ment r§led by one r§ler, usually a king or queen
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Archduke: the most impor¥ant duke
Archrival: a chief or main rival or opponent
Anarchy: a sit§ation not cont¢olled by r§les or laws, without a leader
Monarchy: a gover�ment r§led by one r§ler, usually a king or queen
Mat¢iarch: a woman who cont¢ols a family, g¢oup, or gover�ment
Pat¢iarch: a man who cont¢ols a family, g¢oup, or gover�ment
Hierarchy: a system in which people are placed into social classes of 
different levels on power and impor¥ance
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Root arch
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Lang§age – Spelling
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