
Empires in the 
Middle Ages

Lesson 1: The Middle Ages



Prior Knowledge

•What does ancient mean?



Prior Knowledge

•What does ancient mean?
•Existing a ver® long time ago



Prior Knowledge

•What is an empire?



Prior Knowledge

•What is an empire?
•A g¢oup of nations or ter¢itories cont¢olled by the same 

leader.
•The leader is usually called an emperor or empress.



Prior Knowledge

•What is an empire?
•Emperors are more powerf§l than a king. A king r§les a 

kingdom. An empire contains many different kingdoms. 
All kings must obey the emperor, who r§les over the entire 
empire.



Prior Knowledge

•What is the Roman Empire?
•The Roman Empire was a g¢eat empire that began over 

2,000 years ago. It lasted a long time and spread over a ver®
large area of land.



Prior Knowledge

•What is the Roman Empire?



Label a Map
Activit® Page 1.1

The shaded areas were par¥ of the 
ancient Roman Empire – covering
par¥s of 2 continents!



Label a Map
Activit® Page 1.1

Label the moder�-day count¢ies 
of:
• Spain
• France
• England
• Ger�any
• Italy



Label a Map
Activit® Page 1.1

During the time of the Roman 
Empire, a new religion, know as 
Christianit®, began.

Over time, Christianit® g¢ew and 
the church became a ver® 
impor¥ant par¥ of the lives of 
many people in Europe.
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Label a Map
Activit® Page 1.1

A lang§age known as Latin was 
the official lang§age of both 
gover�ment and church during 
and af¥er the time of the Roman 
Empire.
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Ger�any



Label a Map
Activit® Page 1.1

The Roman Empire g¢ew so large, 
it became difficult for one emperor
to r§le over the entire empire.
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Label a Map
Activit® Page 1.1

The Roman Empire g¢ew so large, 
it became difficult for one emperor
to r§le over the entire empire.

England

ItalySpain

France

Ger�any



Create a Timeline
Describe what you see on this timeline.



Create a Timeline
• BCE and CE are ter�s applied to years.

• BCE stands for “before Common Era”
• CE stands for “Common Era”
• The Common Era begins with 1 CE
• Years prior to that are counted backwards f¢om 1



Create a Timeline



Create a Timeline



Create a Timeline



Create a Timeline



Create a Timeline



Create a Timeline



Create a Timeline



Create a Timeline



Create a Timeline
Most historians use the ter� Middle Ages to 
refer to the time bet«een the years 450 and the late 
1400s CE.



Create a Timeline

Middle Ages



Empires in the Middle Ages - Reader

• This book is a nonfiction, infor�ational, and 
ex�lanator®.

• It provides facts and infor�ation about real topics.



Empires in the Middle Ages - Reader

• Look at the Table of Contents.
• Chapter titles can be ver® infor�ative.

• What infor�ation can you gather by reading the chapter titles?



Chapter 1 “Welcome to the Middle Ages”
Vocabular® 1.2



Chapter 1 “Welcome to the Middle Ages”
Activit® Page 1.3



Chapter 1 “Welcome to the Middle Ages”

The BIG Question

What are some events that led to the Middle Ages?



Chapter 1 “Welcome to the Middle Ages”
What does 
medieval mean?

What was the first 
major event that helped 
t¢ansfor� wester� 
Europe, leading to the 
Middle Ages?
*Add this to the char¥ 
on Activit® Page 1.3!



Chapter 1 “Welcome to the Middle Ages”

What are some events, described on this 
page, that helped t¢ansfor� Europe in the 
years leading up to the Middle Ages?
*Add this to the char¥ on Activit® Page 1.3!



Chapter 1 “Welcome to the Middle Ages”

What is the papacy?

*Add infor�ation about the increasing 
power of the church on your char¥ on 
Activit® Page 1.3!



Chapter 1 “Welcome to the Middle Ages”
What are some examples f¢om the first 
parag¢aph of things that made 
Charlemag�e g¢eat?

What are some events or developments in 
parag¢aph 1 that helped t¢ansfor� Europe 
in the years leading up to the Middle Ages?
*Add this to the char¥ on Activit® Page 1.3!

What does the rest of the page tell us about 
life in the Middle Ages?



Chapter 1 “Welcome to the Middle Ages”
Based on the diag¢am and the caption, 
what does the ar¢ow on the lef¥ side of the 
diag¢am indicate? 

What does the ar¢ow on the right side 
indicate?

What was the name given to the system 
that is shown in the diag¢am?



Chapter 1 “Welcome to the Middle Ages”
What event described in parag¢aph 1 
helped t¢ansfor� Europe in the years 
leading up to the Middle Ages?
*Add this to the char¥ on Activit® Page 1.3!

What positive thing happened in the 
Middle Ages?
Why was this a positive thing?



Chapter 1 “Welcome to the Middle Ages”
To muse over something means to think 
about it.

What does medieval mean?



Chapter 1 “Welcome to the Middle Ages”
Discuss the Chapter

The name of the unit is Empires of the Middle Ages. 
What is the Middle Ages and why is it called that?



Chapter 1 “Welcome to the Middle Ages”
Discuss the Chapter

The name of the unit is Empires of the Middle Ages. 
What is the Middle Ages and why is it called that?
• The Middle Ages is the approximately thousand-year time period 

bet«een ancient and moder� times.
• Moder� historians gave it that name because it falls bet«een those 

t«o periods in histor®.



Chapter 1 “Welcome to the Middle Ages”
Discuss the Chapter

Did the people who lived during that time use the name Middle Ages to
talk about the time period in which they were living?



Chapter 1 “Welcome to the Middle Ages”
Discuss the Chapter

Did the people who lived during that time use the name Middle Ages to
talk about the time period in which they were living?
• The people who lived during that time did not use the name Middle

Ages because they did not consider themselves to be in the middle 
of any¥hing.



Chapter 1 “Welcome to the Middle Ages”
Discuss the Chapter

What were some of the impor¥ant events or developments that took 
place in Europe and led to the Middle Ages?



Chapter 1 “Welcome to the Middle Ages”
Discuss the Chapter

What were some of the impor¥ant events or developments that took 
place in Europe and led to the Middle Ages?
• The Roman Empire g¢ew too large to be r§led by one emperor, so it broke 

into 2 par¥s.
• Several Ger�anic t¢ibes invaded par¥s of the Roman Empire.
• The power of the Church increased.
• The Black Death killed 1/3 of Europe’s population.
• Impressive and inspiring architect§re was created.



Chapter 1 “Welcome to the Middle Ages”
Discuss the Chapter

What happened to the Roman Empire that had a major impact on 
Wester� Europe?



Chapter 1 “Welcome to the Middle Ages”
Discuss the Chapter

What happened to the Roman Empire that had a major impact on 
Wester� Europe?
• It was divided into 2 empires – the Wester� Empire and the Easter�

Empire.
• Various t¢ibes of barbarians then took over some of these lands.



Chapter 1 “Welcome to the Middle Ages”
Discuss the Chapter

What role did the Church play in the Middle Ages?



Chapter 1 “Welcome to the Middle Ages”
Discuss the Chapter

What role did the Church play in the Middle Ages?
• The Church provided a sense of stabilit® and hope in a time of g¢eat

change.
• Over time, it became even richer and more powerf§l than many 

kings and queens.



Chapter 1 “Welcome to the Middle Ages”
Discuss the Chapter

Why might Charlemag�e have set up a feudal system?



Chapter 1 “Welcome to the Middle Ages”
Discuss the Chapter

Why might Charlemag�e have set up a feudal system?
• In the early years of the Middle Ages there were many g¢oups 

invading wester� Europe, so there was a need for protection.
• In ret§r� for protection the kings and lords offered, they would 

want the serfs and f¢eemen to be loyal to them.



Chapter 1 “Welcome to the Middle Ages”
Discuss the Chapter

How would you cont¢ast life in the Middle Ages with life today?



Chapter 1 “Welcome to the Middle Ages”
Discuss the Chapter

How would you cont¢ast life in the Middle Ages with life today?
• People in the Middle Ages thought about time differently.
• Their time was tied to the rising and set¥ing of the sun, not the 

hours and minutes on a clock.
• People under¥ook long-ter� projects, such as building g¢eat 

cathedrals.
• Most people never t¢aveled far f¢om their houses.



Chapter 1 “Welcome to the Middle Ages”
Discuss the Chapter

How would you cont¢ast life in the Middle Ages with life today?
• People in the Middle Ages thought about time differently.
• Their time was tied to the rising and set¥ing of the sun, not the 

hours and minutes on a clock.
• People under¥ook long-ter� projects, such as building g¢eat 

cathedrals.
• Most people never t¢aveled far f¢om their houses.



Chapter 1 “Welcome to 
the Middle Ages”
Activit® Page 1.4



Word Work - Transform
From the Tex¥

The first major event that helped to 
t¢ansfor� Wester� Europe occur¢ed
when the might® Roman Empire, 
having g¢own too big for one 
emperor to r§le, broke into the 
easter� and wester� par¥s of the 
empire.

Definition
To change something completely, 
usually in a positive way

Par¥ of Speech
Verb

Sentence
The town wanted to t¢ansfor� the 
old t¢ain station into a restaurant.


