
Unit 1,Lesson 6
Personal Narratives





Lesson 6
Common Core Standards: L.4.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of being (e.g., quizzed, whined, 
stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal
preservation).

RI.4.1. Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing 
inferences from the text.

L.4.2b Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when 
writing. Use commas and quotation marks to mark direct speech and quotations from a text.

W.4.3b Use dialogue and description to develop experiences and events or show the responses of characters to 
situations.
 

Objective: I can determine the meaning of domain-specific and 
academic vocabulary. 
I can describe the character traits and support their 
descriptions with quotes from the text. 
I can punctuate dialogue. 
I can write a narrative that includes dialogue. 



Language  (25min total.)

Common Core Standards: L.4.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-
appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, 
including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of being (e.g.,
quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g., 
wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal 
preservation).

Objective: I can determine the meaning of 
domain-specific and academic vocabulary. 



Independent & Small-Group Reading   (15 min.)

• We will break up into groups of three. 
• I will give your group a vocabulary word. 
• Write that word on the top of Activity Page 
6.1
• Also write the part of speech and definition after 
you’ve determined it.

• Now, read “The Farm” (pgs. 16-19) alone and 
then read it in your groups, taking turns reading. 

 



Activity Page 6.1 

After you have read “The Farm,” work in your groups to prepare a 
presentation that shows the definition of your vocabulary word. 

Groups that are assigned verbs should prepare a movement 
demonstration of their vocabulary word. Groups that are assigned a 
noun should draw a picture of their word on the board or a large piece 
of paper. 

You will present your movement or drawing to the class. As each group 
presents, write your guesses on Activity Page 6.1.



Let’s share out!  
Tell me what you think these words mean. 
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Let’s Review them all…



 Check for Understanding

Why were the noun groups asked to draw their word?

Why were the verb groups asked to prepare a movement? 



Reading 15 min total
 RI.4.1. Refer to details and examples in a text when 
explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing 
inferences from the text.

Objective: I can describe the character traits and 
support their descriptions with quotes from the text.



Character Traits in “The Farm”     15 min.
1. Can you define character traits?

2. Can you define cause and effect?

3. Now, complete Activity Page 6.2 with your group. 



Let’s Share.
 Character Character Traits Support from the Text

Father

Mother

Narrator/Beverly

In this excerpt from A Girl from Yamhill, the narrator tries to walk around the 
world. If that is an effect, what is the cause? In other words, what made her decide 
to walk around the world?



Check for Understanding 
• Describe character traits and instances of 

cause and effect in well-known fairy tales. 



Language: Dialogue 25 min. total 

L.4.2b Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 
English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
Use commas and quotation marks to mark direct speech and 
quotations from a text.

Objective: I can punctuate dialogue. 



Punctuating Dialogue  10 min

Today, you will have a chance to write some 
dialogue for your food narratives.

But first, we will review some basic rules of 
capitalization, punctuation, and paragraphs for
dialogue.



What is Dialogue?
1. Which part of the first 

quote from the text is 
dialogue? 

2. How do we know that? 
3. The part of the 

sentence that is not in 
quotation marks is 
known as the “tag.” 

4. What are the four tags 
in the projection? 

5. What information do 
we find in the tag?



Activity Page 6.3 – Five Easy Rules



Rules for Dialogue



Activity Page 6.4 . 
• Complete Activity Page 6.4 on your own. 

• When complete, read AR or write sentences 
with each vocabulary word we discussed today. 



Activity Page 6.4 – Let’s Review the Answers!
1. I understand you are very upset said the mayor

2. Wait for me Emma called

3. Geraldine opened the door and asked May I come in

4. Please stop staring at me said Pierre



Check for Understanding

I will speak a sentence and then quote myself 
in writing here on the board. 

Now you do the same, but quote yourself in 
writing. 



Dialogue Telephone Game 15 min. 
I will break you into groups of 5. 
Your group will each receive a dialogue starter page. 

It contains two characters and one line of dialogue. 
1. Read the character list and first line of dialogue. 

2. Write the second line of dialogue. 

3. Now, pass the paper to the right.

4. Write the next line of dialogue. 

5. Continue until complete. 

6. Choose one to share with the class. 



Writing 25 min. total 

W.4.3b Use dialogue and description to develop experiences and
events or show the responses of characters to situations.

Objective: I can write a narrative that includes 
dialogue. 



Write Dialogue for Food Narrative    10 min. 
Now, you are going to write dialogue to include in your food narrative. 

What are some times in which people may have spoken during your 
experience?

Complete Activity Page 6.5.



Write Dialogue for Food Narrative    15 min. 
Now you have brainstormed events over several days. It’s time to write a 
complete food narrative. It should be two paragraphs. Let’s look at Activity 
Page 6.6 for instructions. 

Insert dialogue!



Reflection
• What did you learn today?


