
Unit 1 
Personal 
Narratives
Lesson 4: Sensory Details



Vocabulary



When I was Puerto Rican

Prologue: How to Eat a Guava
 By: Esmeralda Santiago



Act It Out!

Activity 4.1
 Where is the 

narrator?

 Why is she there?

 What 
verbs/actions did 
you see?



Act It Out!

Activity 4.1
 What specific 

actions did you 
see?

 Where does this 
story take place?

 Do you think 
guavas and 
mangos are 
common in New 
York? Why?



Comic Strip

Activity 4.1

1.

2.

3.

4.

 Describe the actions 
from the 3 paragraphs
in complete 
sentences!

 Put them in the 
correct order!

 Use capital letters and
punctuation!



Comic Strip

Activity 4.1

 Write the 
sentences in part A
as the captions for 
your comic.

 Remember to use 
correct grammar!

 Draw an 
illustration for 
each sentence.



Sensory Details

 What word do you see in the word 
sensory?



Sensory Details

 What word do you see in the word 
sensory? Sense

 What are the five senses?



Sensory Details
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Sensory Details

 What word do you see in the word 
sensory? Sense

 What are the five senses?
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 What do you think we mean by sensory 
details in a personal narrative?



Sensory Details

 What word do you see in the word 
sensory? Sense

 What are the five senses?
 Sight, Hearing, Touch, Taste, Smell

 What do you think we mean by sensory 
details in a personal narrative?
 Details that describe what the narrator

saw, heard, felt, tasted or smelled







How to Eat a Guava

Activity 4.2



Writing with Sensory Details

Brainstorming
What is your favorite place to eat?
A restaurant?
Your house?
A relative’s house?



Writing with Sensory Details

Brainstorming
What is your favorite place to eat?
A restaurant?
Your house?
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 What do you see?

 What do you taste?

 What do you hear?

 What do you smell?

 What do you touch/feel?



Writing with Sensory Details

Brainstorming
What is your favorite place to eat?
A restaurant?
Your house?
A relative’s house?

 What do you see?

 What do you taste?

 What do you hear?

 What do you smell?

 What do you touch/feel?

*Turn and Talk*
Share your ideas with a 

partner!



Writing with Sensory Details

Organizer


