
Unit 1 
Personal 
Narratives
Lesson 3: Cause and Effect



Vocabulary



Extraordinary, Ordinary People: 

A Memoir of Family
 By: Condoleezza Rice



Extraordinary, Ordinary People: 
A Memoir of Family
Reader pages 7-10







Extraordinary, Ordinary People: 

A Memoir of Family

What is a character trait?



Extraordinary, Ordinary People: 

A Memoir of Family

What is a character trait?
An adjective used to describe 

someone’s personality



Extraordinary, Ordinary People: 

A Memoir of Family

What are some character trait’s 
you’d use to describe the mother 
in Condoleezza Rice’s personal 
narrative?

What are some character trait’s 
you’d use to describe the father in 
Condoleezza Rice’s personal 
narrative?



Cause and Effect

 There are many ways to organize or 
structure a story or essay.

 Chronologically – the order events 
happen

 Cause and Effect – the relationship 
between two events when the first 
event causes the second event to 
happen



Cause and Effect

 Think back to “A Good Lie”. What are
some causes and effects in that 
narrative?



Cause and Effect – “A Good Lie”

Cause: Narrator wets the bed.
Effect: Lily lies about also wetting 
the bed.

Cause: Lily lies to protect the 
narrator.
Effect: ___________________________

Cause: ___________________________
Effect: Narrator is inspired to try to 
be a kinder, more generous friend.



Cause and Effect – “Extraordinary, 
Ordinary People: A Memoir of Family”

 In a cause and effect structured 
piece of writing, the cause is 
usually the main event.

 What is the main event in 
Condoleezza Rice’s essay?



Cause and Effect – “Extraordinary, 
Ordinary People: A Memoir of Family”

 In a cause and effect structured 
piece of writing, the cause is 
usually the main event.

 What is the main event in 
Condoleezza Rice’s essay?
 The birth of the author



Cause and Effect 

Activity 3.1

Cause Effect



Writing – Brainstorming

Activity 3.2
 Condoleezza Rice’s birth made her father 

a feminist who believed that his daughter
could do anything. 

 Using cause and effect structure, you will 
write a paragraph describing how 
someone changed you.

 Think about 4 different people who have 
changed you. Describe how they changed
you in the second column.



Writing – Brainstorming

Activity 3.2
 A Coach – taught you a sport concept

 Teacher – taught you a skill

 Friend – showed you how to be kind or 
brave

 Parent – taught you something you 
thought was hard



Cause and Effect Paragraph

Activity 3.3


