
Unit 1 
Personal 
Narratives
Lesson 2: Character Traits



Vocabulary



A Good Lie

Activity 2.1

 What is the narrator’s main point in the first 
paragraph?

 What words, phrases or examples from the text 
helped you answer the first question?

 The narrator says, “some lies are a gift.” What 
do you think the rest of the essay’s main point 
will be?



A Good Lie

Reader pages 2-6

Finish the Story





A Good Lie

Activity 2.1

Now that you have read the whole 
essay, what do you think is the 
narrator’s main point in “A Good 
Lie”?

What words, phrases, or examples 
from the text helped you answer 
question 4?

How is this story a personal 
narrative?



Describe Lily



Describe Lily

 Kind
 Brave
 Leader
 Dishonest
 Strong 
 Clever

What part of speech are words that we 
use to describe things?



Describe Lily

 Kind
 Brave
 Leader
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 Strong 
 Clever

What part of speech are words that we 
use to describe things?

ADJECTIVES



Describe Lily

How did you come up with 
the character traits? The 
author does not write “Lily is 
kind” anywhere in the essay. 
What evidence from the text 
supports each character trait?

• How is Lily kind?
• How is Lily a leader?
• How is Lily dishonest?
• How is Lily brave?
• How is Lily clever?



Describe Sandy

 How would you describe 
Sandy? What character traits 
does she have?



Describe Sandy

 How would you describe 
Sandy? What character traits 
does she have?

 Mean
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 How would you describe 
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Describe Sandy

 How would you describe 
Sandy? What character traits 
does she have?

 Mean

 What evidence from the text 
do you have?

 “Sandy, the meanest girl
in the class”



Compare Lily and Sandy

 What is the difference in the 
evidence for Sandy being 
mean and Lily being kind?



Compare Lily and Sandy
 What is the difference in the 

evidence for Sandy being 
mean and Lily being kind?

 Lily is more detailed and
“shows” her kind 
behaviors.

 The narrator “tells” that 
Sandy is mean.

 Who is a more important 
character in this story?



Compare Lily and Sandy

 There are two different kinds 
of evidence – “showing” and 
“telling”.

 What is “showing” evidence?

 What is “telling” evidence?



Character Traits in “A Good Lie”

Activity 2.2



“A Good Friend” Paragraph

Activity 2.4
Look at the list of character 

traits!

  Highlight the 5 traits you 
think are important to have
in a friend.

Out a star next to the most 
important trait.



“A Good Friend” Paragraph

Activity 2.4
 You have selected the most 

important character trait in a 
good friend!

 Now you will write a 
paragraph using real-life 
examples of friends showing 
this trait!

 How does it make you feel 
when your friends show this 
trait?



“A Good Friend” Paragraph

Activity 2.4
Remember the 
sections of a 
good paragraph!

 Topic Sentence

 Supporting 
Sentences

 Concluding 
Sentence


