
Unit 1 
Personal 
Narratives
Lesson 12: It’s All in the Details



Vocabulary









Does Peg’s mother think Peg will 
like playing the accordion?

Why does Peg think the accordion 
will be different from the piano?

Why does Peg’s father think she will 
learn the accordion quickly?

Peg has many reasons to try playing 
the accordion. What finally causes 
her to start playing it?

What is the effect of Peg’s accordion
playing?



Identifying Good Details
Activity page 12.2

Good writers use many 
different kinds of details to 
help readers understand and 
visualize the events.

Use this chart to record some 
of the details that Kehret uses 
in her work.





How did Peg expect to feel when 
she got to stop using the 
wheelchair?

How did Peg actually feel when she 
told Silver goodbye? Name the 
word or phrase in the text that helps
you know this.

What “fine times” did Peg have with
Silver?

How has Peg’s perspective on life 
changed through her time in the 
wheelchair?



Identifying Good Details
Activity page 12.2

Good writers use many 
different kinds of details to 
help readers understand and 
visualize the events.

Use this chart to record some 
of the details that Kehret uses 
in her work.



Writing - Detail Drill
Activity Page 12.3

Let’s work on adding and improving details in 
your personal narratives!

Find details that describe:
What something looks like
What something feels like
What something sounds like
What something smells or tastes like
 A physical action
 A quote of what someone said – dialogue

If you can’t find a detail, add one to your narrative!



Writing - Detail Drill
Activity Page 12.3

Use this chart to write down your details!

Type of Detail Detail from Narrative Detail from Narrative

What something 
Looks like

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

What something 
Feels like

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

What something 
Sounds like

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

What something 
Smells or Tastes 

like

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A Physical Action  
 
 
 
 
 

 

A quote of what 
someone said - 

Dialogue

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


