
Unit 1 
Personal 
Narratives
Lesson 11: Using Detail in Writing



Review Cause and Effect

 When we read Condoleezza Rice’s 
personal narrative, we learned about 
cause and effect.
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Cause Effect

Mother wants a unique and
musical name.

She creates a name from 
Italian musical terms.

Father has a daughter. Father becomes a feminist.



Review Cause and Effect

The flowers bloomed after all the rain.
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Junior earned a special treat by cleaning his room without being asked.
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 What is the effect?
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After Maria stubbed her toe, it ached for several hours.
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Writing with Cause and Effect
Activity 11.2

Think about the ending of your 
narrative.

What caused you to feel  that 
way?

Then finish your final paragraph!



Language – Vital Verbs

My eyes sprang open.
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My eyes sprang open.

What is the verb in this sentence?
Sprang



Language – Vital Verbs

My eyes sprang open.

What happens in this sentence?



Language – Vital Verbs

My eyes sprang open.

What happens in this sentence?
The author opens her eyes.



Language – Vital Verbs

My eyes sprang open.

What is the difference between saying 
“My eyes sprang open” and “I opened 
my eyes”?
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My eyes sprang open.

What is the difference between saying 
“My eyes sprang open” and “I opened 
my eyes”?

The verb “sprang” is more dramatic 
and exciting that “opened”.



Language – Vital Verbs

My eyes sprang open.

What does using “sprang” tell us about
the narrator’s feelings  in the moment?



Language – Vital Verbs

My eyes sprang open.

What does using “sprang” tell us about
the narrator’s feelings  in the moment?

She is surprised and excited! 
It’s a big deal!



Language – Vital Verbs

Verbs that show drama and excitement 
help the reader visualize the action and
understand more detail!

These verbs are called strong verbs or 
vital verbs.



Language – Vital Verbs
Activity 11.3

Let’s replace the verb in 
each sentence with a 

more vital verb!



Language – Vital Verbs
Activity 11.3


