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Agenda 
• Diploma Tracks (Endorsement 

Options)
oNew Graduation Requirements 

for Incoming Freshman 2021-
2022

oCourse Sequencing

• MajorClarity (Individual 
Success Plan, ISP)
oComponents of Major Clarity

• Academic Counseling Session

• Class/ Schedule (6th Graders)
o Electives at various middle 

schools

• Choice Cards

• Active Students

• GPA (It’s important now)
oMay start receiving credits in the 

7th grade

• Credits Earned

• Career and Technical 
Educational Center

• Tips for Success

• Suggestions for Parents

• Questions/Concerns
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Why choosing the right endorsement option is 
important?
• Why does Mississippi offer different diploma endorsement options? 

o The endorsement options are part of a statewide effort to increase college and career opportunities for all 
students. One of the top goals of the Mississippi State Board of Education is for every student to graduate 
from high school prepared for college and career. Students who earn an endorsement demonstrate they have 
exceeded the minimum requirements to graduate from high school. 

• How can students make sure they select an endorsement that fits their skills and interests 
and stay on track throughout high school to successfully earn the endorsement?
o Before the end of grade 7, all students are required to have an Individual Success Plan (ISP). The ISP is a five-

year career exploration plan that students complete with the help of a teacher or school counselor. The ISP 
helps students identify their career interests and plan a program of study that aligns with their career goals 
and leads to graduation. The ISP is reviewed and approved annually by the student, parent and educator. 

• Can students change their endorsement after it has been selected?
o Yes. Students can make changes to their endorsement plans with parental approval. 

• Can students pursue more than one endorsement?
o Yes. Students should work with their teachers and school counselors to select classes that will lead to their 

selected endorsements.

• The academic and distinguished academic endorsements require students to complete 
advanced courses. What are the benefits of mastering Advanced Placement (AP) courses, 
International Baccalaureate courses or dual credit courses?
o These courses expose students to college-level material, which helps students prepare for the type of 

coursework they will be required to master in college. In addition, AP and dual credit courses save on future 
tuition costs because they allow students to earn college credit while in high school. 



Mississippi High School Diploma and Endorsement 
Options Requirements for Class of 2022
• Starting in 2018-19, all 9th graders will choose whether they want 

to work toward a Traditional Diploma, or take additional classes to 
earn an academic, distinguished academic or career and technical 
education endorsement.

• Each diploma option will prepare students to be successful after 
graduation, whether that be in the workforce, the military, a 
career and technical training program or college.

• Beginning with the class of 2022, students who earn an academic 
or distinguished academic diploma endorsement from a public 
high school will automatically qualify for admission into any of the 
state’s public universities.





What is an Individual Success Plan

• What is an Individual Success Plan (ISP)?
oThe ISP is a process NOT a document

oIt is a five-year career exploration plan

oProcess Standard 14.1.4 states: “Beginning in school year 
2018-2019, all seventh-grade students are required to have an 
individual Success Plan (ISP) prior to exiting the seventh 
grade.”

oCounselors, parents and students will revisit and revise their 
ISPs every year during the student’s Academic Counseling 
Session. 



MajorClarity (ISP)
• MajorClarity helps ensure that every student’s education leads to 

a successful career outcome, whether through a liberal arts 
degree or jumping straight into the workforce. Students only 
retain 10% of what they read, but through exclusive and 
interactive content, MajorClarity's platform has led to a 189% 
increase in students building career aligned course plans of 
study.

• Students use MajorClarity to take various assessments and to 
create their ISP (Individual Success Plan) to help create their 
educational plan for either college, the workforce, trade school or 
the military.



Components of MajorClarity
• Personality Assessment

• Learning Styles Assessment

• Career Exploration

• Traditional Diploma and Endorsement Options (one must be selected)

• Academic Planning (what the student will take for each grade level 
from 7th-12th grade)

• Program of Study (what the student is interested in based upon their 
scores from the assessments)

• Financial Resources

• Scholarships 



https://youtu.be/sPYHZQqfHjk

https://youtu.be/sPYHZQqfHjk


Learning Styles 
Assessment

1. Complete the Learning Styles Assessment by 
deciding if each statement is usually true for you. 

2. After you complete it, review your results.

3. Explore your styles based on the test. You may 
reset the assessment (which will give you new 
results) or select Continue.



Career Exploration
1. When you reach the Career Exploration page, scroll down to take a look at the 

career paths that fit you best. Select a Career Cluster that you would like to 
explore (use highest “Fit Score” to start or search a career). 

2. Click the star in the bottom right-hand corners to favorite the paths that you like 
the most. 

3. “Do” activities (Watch an Interview, Try an Activity and Score the Fit)
4. “Connect” – watch the videos
5. “Careers for ” – you select the level of education you realistically want to obtain 

and explore careers  based on that information.
6. Explore careers with various levels of education
7. Click to add career to your portfolio if it is something that interests you  The 

more you do and explore, the more accurate your results will become!

https://www.hashcut.com/v/xhodGm6

https://www.hashcut.com/v/xhodGm6


Academic Counseling Session

• Professional School Counselors aim to 
help students thrive academically, 
personally and socially, and assist 
them in exploring their options after 
high school. ... Indirect student services 
include consultation and collaboration 
with parents or school staffers on 
behalf of the student and referrals.
o Your child will have a scheduled time to 

meet with their assigned counselor, we 
are asking the parent(s) to attend the 
meeting also. It is important that all 
stakeholders are aware of the student’s 
progress and if interventions are needed 
to support the student’s success, the 
parent can provide their input as well. 

• Your child will attend a minimum of 2 
academic counseling sessions with their 
Professional School Counselor (one in 
the fall and one in the spring).

• Some items that are 
addressed in the 
session:
oMajorClarity/ISP
o Behavior
o Attendance



School Schedules for 6th Graders

• Depending on Endorsement 
Option
o Students should take courses to 

ensure they are able to achieve 
their chosen track.

o It is imperative that parents, 
students and the counselors 
meet to discuss the student’s 
academic plan each year (ISP). 

• All 6th Graders will take:

oMathematics

o Language Arts

o Science

oWorld History from Prehistoric 
Era to Age of Enlightenment



Electives offered at various middle schools

• Bailey

o Visual Arts

o Choral Music

o Band

o Physical Education

• Blackburn

o Band

o Health Education

o Learning Strategies

o Music-Choral

o Physical Education

o Strings

o Visual Arts-Middle

• Brinkley

o Band

o Health Education

o General Music

o Art

o Learning Strategies

• Cardozo
o Band

o Physical Education

o Health Education

o Choral Music

o Visual Arts

o Learning Strategies

• Chastain
o Band

o Health Education

o Learning Strategies

o Choral Music

o General Music

o Physical Education

o Study Skills



Electives offered at various middle schools

• Kirksey
o Physical Education / Health
o Visual Arts Middle
o Choral Music
o Band

• Northwest
o IB MYP Art
o IB MYP Band
o IB MYP Choral Music
o IB MYP French
o IB MYP Physical Education
o IB MYP Spanish

• Peeples
o Band
o Choral Music
o Physical Education
o Visual Arts Middle

• Powell
o Band
o Music/Choral
o Visual Arts
o Physical Education
o JROTC

• Whitten
o Band
o Music/Choral
o Visual Arts
o Physical Education
o Spanish



Choice Cards

• Students can select their courses for the 2022-2023 school year 
via active student.
o Their main courses will be chosen for them (with adjustments being 

made, if necessary)

o The student will select their electives in active student.



How to 
access Active 
Student



HOW GPA’s are calculated

Weighted Quality GPA for 
Regular Courses

Letter 
Grade

Score Quality 
Points

A 100-90 4.0

B 89-80 3.0

C 79-70 2.0

D 69-60 1.0

F 59 & 
below

0.0

Weighted Quality GPA for
AP/IB/DC/DE Courses

Letter 
Grade

Score Quality 
Points

A 100-90 5.0

B 89-90 4.0

C 79-70 3.0

D 69-60 2.0

F 59 & 
below

0.0





There are 16 Career Clusters in the National Career Clusters Framework, representing 79 Career Pathways to help learners navigate their way to greater 
success in college and career. The Jackson Public Schools Career Development Center offers coursework in 12 of the Career Clusters in 18 Career pathways.  
These programs help learners discover their interests and their passions and empowers them to choose the educational pathway that can lead to success 
in high school, college and career.

AGRICULTURE, FOOD AND NATURAL RESOURCES
• Agriculture and Environmental Science & Technology

ARCHITECHTURE & CONSTRUCTION
• Construction Core/Carpentry
• Heating, Ventilation and Air Conditioning

ARTS, A/V TECHNOLOGY & COMMUNICATIONS
• Digital Media Technology
• Simulation and Animation Design
• Television Broadcasting and Production

EDUCATION & TRAINING
• Teacher Academy

HEALTH SCIENCE
• Health Science Core/Healthcare and Clinical Services (@CDC & Lanier High School)
• Health Science Core /Sports Medicine

HOSPITALITY & TOURISM
• Culinary Arts

HOSPITALITY & TOURISM
• Culinary Arts

HUMAN SERVICES
• Barbering
• Cosmetology
• Early Childhood Education

LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY
• Law and Public Safety (@Callaway High School)

MANUFACTURING
• Industrial Maintenance
• Welding

TRANSPORTATION, DISTRIBUTION & LOGISTICS
• Automotive Services Technician
• Collision Repair Technician
• Transportation Logistics

WORK BASED LEARNING

CTE COURSE OFFERINGS



TIPS FOR 
SUCCESS

• Take charge of your education! 
• Attend class. Do not assume that 

completing the lessons in canvas is 
enough.

• Have all your materials ready for class.
• Be proactive. Read ahead. 
• Take notes during class. 
• Ask questions. Don’t be afraid to ask 

for help!
• Reread material after each lesson and 

re-watch videos.
• Study the material you want to learn. 
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Suggestions 
for Parents 

• Monitor social media accounts and limit the 

amount of time your teen spends online.

• Do random phone checks.  You will learn a lot.  

• Log into Active Parent to monitor his or her 

progress on assignments. 

• Email your child’s teacher with question(s) and 

follow up if you do not receive a response within 

48 hours.

• Create a study schedule and reinforce lessons 

using free resources on the internet. 

• Ask questions, if you are unsure how to help your 

child. Remember we have to work together for 

their success.
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Questions/Concerns


