
The Three Forms of Art



All 2-D and 3-D artwork can be 
placed in one of three 
categories or “forms”:

• Realistic
• Abstract
• Non-objective

The Three Forms of Art



defined as:
• as real as possible
• recognizable -

people, places, 
and/or things in a 
work of art

• a.k.a. 
“representational 
art”

Pencil drawing by Lea W. – grade 9

Realistic



Abstract
defined as:
• distorted reality
• exaggerated or  

simplified as to 
what we know as 
real

Watercolor by Lea W. – grade 9



Non-Objective
defined as:
• as far from reality 

as possible
• no recognizable 

subject matter 
such as houses, 
trees, or people

• a.k.a. “non-
representational 
art”

Watercolor by Lea W. – grade 9



Student w
ork used on these pages are by perm

ission; form
s on file.

Name That Form…



Back to “The Three 
Forms of Art” Intro

http://members.cox.net/mrsparker2/formsPPP.htm
http://members.cox.net/mrsparker2/formsPPP.htm

