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THE TELL-TALE HEART



o n e  c o p y  o f  e a c h  i n s a n i t y  t e s t ,  p o s t e d  a t  s t a t i o n s  a r o u n d  t h e  r o o m / h a l l w a y / w a l l s
* a t  l e a s t  o n e  h i g h l i g h t e r ,  e a c h  a  d i f f e r e n t  c o l o r ,  a t  e a c h  i n s a n i t y  t e s t  s t a t i o n
o n e  c o p y  o f  t h e  a n s w e r  s h e e t  f o r  e a c h  s t u d e n t  o r  g r o u p
a  c o p y  o f  t h e  t e x t  f o r  e a c h  s t u d e n t  o r  g r o u p

M A T E R I A L S  N E E D E D :

* I f  y o u  d o n ' t  h a v e  e n o u g h  c o p i e s  o r  a r e  u s i n g  a  t e x t b o o k ,  y o u  c o u l d  h a v e  s t u d e n t s  l i g h t l y  u n d e r l i n e  t h e  q u o t e s  i n
p e n c i l  o r  u s e  s t i c k y  n o t e s ,  e t c .  i n s t e a d  o f  h i g h l i g h t i n g *

DIRECTIONS
I N - P E R S O N

S t u d e n t s  w i l l  v i s i t  e a c h  s t a t i o n  &  c o m p l e t e  t h e  t a s k s  o n  t h e  a n s w e r  s h e e t .
A t  e a c h  i n s a n i t y  t e s t  s t a t i o n ,  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  u s e  t h e  t e s t  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h e  m a i n
c h a r a c t e r  f r o m  t h e  s t o r y  q u a l i f i e s  a s  I N S A N E  o r  N O T .  T h e n ,  u s i n g  t h e  h i g h l i g h t e r  a t  e a c h  s t a t i o n ,
t h e y  w i l l  h i g h l i g h t  t h e  q u o t e  t h a t  b e s t  s u p p o r t s  t h e i r  a n s w e r .  
A t  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  m u r d e r  s t a t i o n ,  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  f o l l o w  t h e  f l o w c h a r t  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h i c h  d e g r e e  o f
m u r d e r  t h e  m a i n  c h a r a c t e r  w o u l d  b e  c h a r g e d  w i t h .  O n  t h e i r  a n s w e r  s h e e t ,  t h e y  m u s t  w r i t e  2 - 3
s e n t e n c e s  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e i r  d e c i s i o n .
A t  t h e  e n d ,  i t ' s  t i m e  f o r  t h e  a s s e s s m e n t  ( b a c k  o f  a n s w e r  s h e e t ) .  S t u d e n t s  c h o o s e  O N E  o f  t h e
i n s a n i t y  s t a t i o n s  t h e y  v i s i t e d  a n d  w r i t e  a  c o n s t r u c t e d  r e s p o n s e  p a r a g r a p h  u t i l i z i n g  t h e  q u o t e  t h e y
h i g h l i g h t e d  a n d  e x p l a i n i n g  h o w  t h a t  e v i d e n c e  p r o v e s  t h e i r  a n s w e r .  

O B J E C T I V E S :



V i s i t  t h e  l i n k  b e l o w  t o   M A K E  A  C O P Y  o f  t h e  G o o g l e  F o r m s  f o r  y o u r s e l f .  T h i s  w a y ,  i t  s h o u l d
a l s o  b e  e d i t a b l e  f o r  y o u  i n  c a s e  y o u  w a n t  t o  m a k e  c h a n g e s .

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / 3 B U S j 5 8
p o s t  t h e  l i n k  t o  Y O U R  G o o g l e  F o r m  o n  y o u r  L M S
l i n k  t o  a n  o n l i n e  c o p y  o f  " T h e  T e l l - T a l e  H e a r t "

h t t p s : / / p o e m u s e u m . o r g / t h e - t e l l - t a l e - h e a r t /  

M A T E R I A L S :

DIRECTIONS
V I R T U A L  O R  D I G I T A L

I n  t h e  G o o g l e  F o r m ,  s t u d e n t s  a r e  i n t r o d u c e d  t o  e a c h  o f  t h e  f o u r  i n s a n i t y  t e s t s  t h a t  a r e  u s e d / h a v e
b e e n  u s e d  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  f o r  i n s a n i t y  p l e a s .  
A t  e a c h  i n s a n i t y  t e s t ,  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  u s e  t h e  t e s t  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h e  m a i n  c h a r a c t e r
f r o m  t h e  s t o r y  q u a l i f i e s  a s  I N S A N E  o r  N O T .  
T h e n ,  a t  e a c h  i n s a n i t y  t e s t ,  s t u d e n t s  m u s t  f i n d  a  d i r e c t  q u o t e  f r o m  t h e  t e x t  t h a t  s u p p o r t s  t h e i r
a n s w e r .   ( T h e y  c a n  c o p y + p a s t e  t h e  q u o t e  f r o m  t h e  o n l i n e  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  t e x t . )
A f t e r  t h a t ,  t h e y  m u s t  e x p l a i n  w h y  t h a t  q u o t e  p r o v e s  t h e i r  a n s w e r .  
A t  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  m u r d e r  q u e s t i o n ,  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  f o l l o w  t h e  f l o w c h a r t  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h i c h  d e g r e e
o f  m u r d e r  t h e  m a i n  c h a r a c t e r  w o u l d  b e  c h a r g e d  w i t h .  T h e n ,  t h e y  m u s t  w r i t e  2 - 3  s e n t e n c e s
e x p l a i n i n g  t h e i r  d e c i s i o n .

O B J E C T I V E S :

https://bit.ly/3BUSj58
https://poemuseum.org/the-tell-tale-heart/
https://poemuseum.org/the-tell-tale-heart/
https://poemuseum.org/the-tell-tale-heart/


I N S A N I T Y  T E S T  # 1

THE M'NAGHTEN RULE
Did the person 

 understand the nature of
their actions?

For example, did they understand that their actions
were going to take a life?

YES = not insane
NO = insane



I N S A N I T Y  T E S T  # 2

MORAL PENAL CODE
Did the person understand

that their actions were
wrong or criminal?

For example, did they know they could get in trouble
because of their actions? 

YES = not insane
NO = insane



I N S A N I T Y  T E S T  # 3

IRRESISTABLE IMPULSE
Was the person powerless or

unable to control their actions
due to mental illness?

For example, did they know it was wrong but their
mental illness caused them to have no self-control?

YES = insane
NO = not insane



I N S A N I T Y  T E S T  # 4

THE DURHAM RULE
Did a diagnosed mental
disease or defect cause

them to commit the crime?  
For example, did they hear voices telling them to do it? Was it a
"command from God?" Did they think the victim was a demon?

YES = insane
NO = not insane



D E G R E E  O F  M U R D E R

WHAT'S THE CHARGE?
Follow the flowchart to

determine what the main
character will be charged with.

First-degree
murder?

Guilty but
Insane?

 Second-degree
murder?  Manslaughter




