
Welcome 6-1 to Remote 
Learning Part 2! 

 
Here you will find your work for Language Arts, Social 

Studies, Math, and Science. Each section will have a cover 
page with instructions and contact information!  

_________________________________ 

Technology Help! 

Laptop issues: ​ please email the help desk- 
helpdesk@rhmail.org or phone at (803)981-3531 and include 
the following information: 

1) Student ID number (ex: RS12345) 
2) Parent/Guardian name, Parent/Guardian email and 

phone number contact information. 
3) School Name / Teacher name 
4) A description of the problem with the computer 
5) The Rock Hill Schools Technology Department Staff will be 

on call between the hours of 8AM - 8PM 

Launchpad:​ https://launchpad.classlink.com/rockhill  

Canvas:​ https://rockhill.instructure.com/login/canvas 

 

** For more information on remote learning, please visit: RRMS 
website at https://www.rock-hill.k12.sc.us/domain/2596 or 
RHS District website at: 
https://www.rock-hill.k12.sc.us/elearning 

 



Language Arts Section 
Student Name: 
___________________________________________ 
Date: _____________ 
 
Course: ​Language Arts  
Teacher: ​Wogon 
Teacher Office Hours: ​10-12 
Teacher Email: ​vwogon@rhmail.org 
Other form of contact if help is needed:  
 
 
**Please complete the daily assignments below! The articles will be 
uploaded on NewsELA each day and due by 11:59 pm. You will submit a 
picture of the quiz answers and writing prompt on Canvas under the 
article assignments. 
 
***IF YOU HAVE BEEN DOING WORK ONLINE, CONTINUE TO SUBMIT IT ONLINE! 
*** 
 
March 30- ​Make Up Work Day 
March 31- ​Make Up Work Day 
April 1- ​Guidance Lesson 
April 2nd- ​Start Round 2- NewsELA article “Tips for Students Who are 
New to Virtual Learning” 
April 3rd- ​NewsELA article  “Nike’s Vaporfly shoes changed running, 
track world sifts through the fallout” 
April 6-10- Spring Break  
April 13th- ​ NewsELA article “Pro/Con: Is binge-watching a harmless 
pleasure or a harmful addiction?” 
April 14th- ​NewsELA article “Why the Sky is Far Away: A Nigerian 
Folktale” 
April 15th- ​NewsELA article “Jason Reynolds names National 
Ambassador for Young People’s Literature” 
April 16th and 17th- ​Make Up Work from Round 2  



 
ARTICLE 1- APRIL 2ND-  

“Tips for students who are new to virtual learning” 
Teachers and students across the country are making the transition to distance learning in 
response to school closures for the coronavirus outbreak. For many students, this will be a first 
experience using video chat and conferencing as a tool for learning.  
The rules of virtual learning etiquette are a little different than those we're used to following in a 
physical classroom. Here are a few tips to help students adjust to their new setup, engage fully in 
virtual class time and troubleshoot any related challenges.  
Find a quiet place to set up.  
A quiet environment is key when you're setting up space for virtual class time. Choose a spot 
where there will be minimal distractions, ideally away from the flow of family "traffic." If you 
can, set up your device at a desk, table or countertop so that your hands are free to take notes and 
flip through class materials. 
Prepare for class.  
Just like ordinary class time, you'll want to have your materials at the ready when your virtual 
class or lecture begins. Gather any books, notes, printouts and binders that you may need to 
reference during the session. Make sure you have a pen and paper handy! Finally, let your family 
members know you're about to enter class time. This way, they can be mindful of their volume 
and avoid distracting you.  
Set a goal for yourself.  
Beginning virtual learning time with a deliberate intention lends extra purpose to your session 
and helps you focus on the content at hand. Challenge yourself to learn one new thing from a 
classmate, ask one question or share one piece of positive feedback.  
Check: Are you muted?  
After you log on, and before lesson time starts, make sure to mute yourself! Background noises 
such as typing, chewing or barking/meowing/chirping pets may not sound like much on your 
side, but those noises can amplify across your teacher's and classmates' speakers. Most 
audio/mute buttons look like a little microphone. You'll know you're muted when you see an X 
or slash over the button.  
Double-check: Are you really muted?  
Just making sure! 
Practice active listening. 
It can be easy to get distracted when you're sitting alone in front of a device. Active listening 
strategies will help you maintain focus. To show that you're paying attention to the speaker, keep 
your eyes on the screen, rather than looking around the room. Nod, smile and react to what 
you're hearing, just the way you would in the classroom. Use a pen and paper to jot down the 
main points and ideas of the lesson in bulleted notes. This will push you to listen closely. Finally, 
resist the urge to browse! Expand your virtual learning window to full-size, and don't open other 
windows or apps on your device during class time.  
Follow your teacher's instructions.  
Unlike in an ordinary classroom setting, your teacher won't always be able to see if you are 
raising your hand to speak or share. Follow the teacher's instructions on how to indicate that 
you'd like to ask or answer a question. This may involve using a virtual hand-raise feature in the 
platform, or typing a message into a chat box. Practice patience during the question-and-answer 



parts of lessons. There may be a bit of a delay between the person speaking and those listening. 
Pause for a moment before you respond. And if you're speaking out loud, make sure to unmute 
your microphone first! (Then, of course, mute yourself again when you return to listening mode.)  
Stay engaged through chat.  
As long as your teacher gives the OK, you can use the chat feature in your platform to ask 
questions, highlight interesting ideas or agree with what your classmates are sharing. It's not 
quite the same as being in a room together, but it can help you stay connected to your classmates 
while you're apart.  
Keep calm and troubleshoot.  
Has something gone wrong during your session? Screen froze? Bumped from the class? App 
crashed? Don't panic! Technical glitches are bound to happen. Try logging back on. If that 
doesn't work, take steps to figure out if the problem was on your side. Check your WiFi — is it 
still connected? Restart your computer if you need to. You can also check your email for 
communications from your teacher, in case the problem occurred on their side. If all else fails, 
keep calm — and try logging on again! 
 
QUIZ:  
1 Which sentence from the article would be MOST important to include in a summary of the 
article?  

(A) Teachers and students across the country are making the transition to distance 
learning in response to school closures for the coronavirus outbreak.  

(B) If you can, set up your device at a desk, table or countertop so that your hands are 
free to take notes and flip through class materials.  

(C) Use a pen and paper to jot down the main points and ideas of the lesson in bulleted 
notes.  

(D) Expand your virtual learning window to full-size, and don't open other windows or 
apps on your device during class time.  
2 Read the following sentences from the article.  

1. Try logging back on.  
2. Check your WiFi — is it still connected?  
3. Restart your computer if you need to.  
4. You can also check your email for communications from your teacher, in case the 

problem occurred on their side.  
What CENTRAL idea do these details support?  
(A) Students want to stay connected with their classmates.  
(B) Students should follow all of their teacher's instructions. 
(C) Students might panic if they have problems with their session.  
(D) Students can take steps to fix some technical glitches. 

3 How does the section “Prepare for class” relate to the section "Find a quiet place to set up"?  
(A) Both sections explain things to do before a virtual learning class starts.  
(B) Both sections explain how students can actively listen in their virtual learning classes.  
(C) Both sections highlight the differences between ordinary classes and virtual learning 

classes.  
(D) Both sections highlight the reasons why virtual learning classes are fun for students. 

4 Read the section "Check: Are you muted?" What does this section show that other sections do 



NOT? 
(A) why students should take their microphones off mute  
(B) how students can tell if their microphones are muted  
(C) when students should put their microphones on mute  
(D) what students should do after they mute their microphones 
 

WRITING PROMPT: 
Have you had any problems with virtual learning? What do you think is the most 

difficult part in learning this way?  



ARTICLE 2- APRIL 3RD-  
“Nike's Vaporfly shoes changed running, track world sifts through the fallout” 

Running shoe companies are always trying to make better shoes. In 1971, Nike co-founder Bill 
Bowerman created a sole by pouring rubbery material into a waffle maker. Since then, the 
company has relied on cutting-edge methods to grow.  
In January 2016, Kenyan marathoner Eliud Kipchoge tested a new shoe that would come to be 
known as the Nike Zoom Vaporfly Elite. The Vaporfly series, and the Alphafly series it began, 
broke records. They also sparked controversy.  
"Disrupted Meaning Of Running" 
In Nike's Air Zoom Alphafly Next%, Kipchoge became the first person to run a marathon in less 
than 2 hours. Nike calls Kipchoge "the essence of progress." His shoes, wrote South African 
sports scientist Ross Tucker, "disrupted the meaning of running." 
Other sports have struggled for years with balancing fairness and advances in equipment 
technology. Distance running was slow to realize it faced the same problems. For many years, 
the sport's leaders regulated shoes as if they were clothing instead of sports equipment.  
"If you wanted to put everybody on the same starting line, you can require people to run with 
their bare feet," said Damiano Zanotto. He runs a wearable robotic systems lab. "Which doesn't 
make any sense. There is not negative or bad technology. There is a need for regulation, and 
clear regulation." 
Compromise Came Too Late 
World Athletics is the governing body for competitive running. It was formerly known as IAAF. 
The organization recently released new rules to control the effects of advanced technology. 
Critics, including rival shoe company executives, called it a compromise that came too late.  
"I do think as a governing body, they need to start thinking about the shoe as the piece of 
equipment," said Shawn Hoy. He is Saucony's vice president of global product. "It's no different 
than a golfer's clubs or a tennis player's racket."  
The Vaporfly updates old ideas and uses them in new ways. It features a springy, carbon-fiber 
plate in the midsole, which Fila had done in the early 2000s. It uses a new foam substance Nike 
calls ZoomX, an update of an Adidas material. Nike also made the sole extra thick, which plenty 
of companies had tried. 
Tim Hutchings is an NBC Sports commentator. He did not become aware of the new Nike shoes 
until 2019. "Even then, few had any idea of the seismic shift in runner times that they could 
produce," he said.  
Research showed that the shoes improved running economy by an average of 4 percent, a 
monumental total. Running economy measures runners' energy utilization when running. 
Runners who used the shoes could break records. Runners who didn't could not keep up.  
Unfair Advantages 
Even if everyone had the shoe, it might still create unfair advantages. Some runners, according to 
studies Tucker referenced, respond to the shoes' technology more effectively. Those who 
respond well have a massive advantage over those who do not. Runners who do not respond well 
to the shoe could be cut at an early age from competitive running.  
Danny Orr is New Balance's general manager for performance. He said Nike could have been 
clearer with the IAAF as it developed the Vaporfly. However, he joined other experts in putting 
the responsibility on the sport's governing body to create rules for companies to innovate within. 
"Very early on, we saw results that were unprecedented with that product, and we felt like at that 



time the world governing body probably had the opportunity to act," Orr said. "The fact that they 
didn't since 2016 is what's put us in the position today." 
Last October, Kipchoge became the first person to run a marathon in less than two hours. He 
wore the Next%, an evolutionary, extra-chunky version of the Vaporfly. The next day, Brigid 
Kosgei shattered a 16-year-old women's record by 1 minute, 21 seconds in the Next%. The 
Guardian newspaper reported that the Next% could boost a runner's efficiency by 7 to 8 percent.  
On January 31, World Athletics ruled that shoes worn in competition must be "readily available" 
for four months. They also could not be test models. For distance running shoes, it placed a ban 
on soles thicker than 40 millimeters. The shoes also could not use more than one plate in the 
shoe sole. 
"It is not our job to regulate the entire sports shoe market but it is our duty to preserve the 
integrity of elite competition," said Sebastian Coe. He is president of World Athletics. 
Experts viewed the changes as insufficient. Zanotto said there are reliable ways to test how much 
energy a shoe can store and recover. Rules should be based on those, he said, and not simple 
measurements. 
Shoe companies were also upset by the rules pertaining to test models. Hoy said there was no 
clear definition of "readily available." Orr said New Balance had planned to release some shoes 
after the 2020 Tokyo Olympics. Now it must rush them to stores by April to ensure its athletes 
can use them. 
How New Technology Affects Competition 
It will likely be a matter of time before the next new shoe stirs a similar heated conversation. 
How new technology affects competition is what matters to fans. What keeps the competition 
afloat, though, is a running shoe business that needs to sell the next great idea.  
"I don't believe the gap between what Nike has created in this space vs. what we are capable of 
creating is significant," Hoy said. He hopes that one of his company's shoes might become the 
subject of the same conversation. "That's what keeps you moving forward." 
 
QUIZ 

1.  Read the section "Unfair Advantages."Select the paragraph from the section that 
suggests all runners do not benefit equally from the Vaporfly's features. 
(A) Even if everyone had the shoe, it might still create unfair advantages. Some runners, 

according to 
studies Tucker referenced, respond to the shoes' technology more effectively. Those who 
respond well 
have a massive advantage over those who do not. Runners who do not respond well to the shoe 
could 
be cut at an early age from competitive running. 

(B) Danny Orr is New Balance's general manager for performance. He said Nike could 
have been clearer 
with the IAAF as it developed the Vaporfly. However, he joined other experts in putting the 
responsibility 
on the sport's governing body to create rules for companies to innovate within. 

(C) On January 31, World Athletics ruled that shoes worn in competition must be 
"readily available" for four months. They also could not be test models. For distance running 
shoes, it placed a ban on soles 



thicker than 40 millimeters. The shoes also could not use more than one plate in the shoe sole. 
(D) Shoe companies were also upset by the rules pertaining to test models. Hoy said there 

was no clear 
definition of "readily available." Orr said New Balance had planned to release some shoes after 
the 
2020 Tokyo Olympics. Now it must rush them to stores by April to ensure its athletes can use 
them. 
2 Which selection from the article shows Damiano Zanotto's MAIN opinion about World 
Athletics' new shoe regulations? 

(A) "If you wanted to put everybody on the same starting line, you can require people to 
run with their bare feet," said Damiano Zanotto. He runs a wearable robotic systems lab. 

(B) "Which doesn't make any sense. There is not negative or bad technology. There is a 
need for 
regulation, and clear regulation." 

(C) It was formerly known as IAAF. The organization recently released new rules to 
control the effects of 
advanced technology. 

(D) Zanotto said there are reliable ways to test how much energy a shoe can store and 
recover. Rules should be based on those, he said, and not simple measurements. 
3 Read the following paragraph from the section "Disrupted Meaning Of Running." 
Other sports have struggled for years with balancing fairness and advances in equipment 
technology. Distance running was slow to realize it faced the same problems. For many 
years, 
the sport's leaders regulated shoes as if they were clothing instead of sports equipment. 

How does this paragraph communicate the author's point of view? 
(A) It explains why the author believes competitive running has been slow to address 

technological 
Developments. 

(B) It illustrates that competitive running has failed to address a dynamic that has existed 
in other sports for a long time. 

(C) It explains how other sports have tried to balance fairness and disruptive 
technological innovations. 

(D) It illustrates the effect of Nike's technology on its competitors and on the sport of 
running more broadly. 
4 Read the following paragraph from the section "Unfair Advantages." 
Last October, Kipchoge became the first person to run a marathon in less than 2 hours. He 
wore 
the Next%, an evolutionary, extra-chunky version of the Vaporfly. The next day, Brigid 
Kosgei 
shattered a 16-year-old women's record by 1 minute, 21 seconds in the Next%. The 
Guardian 
newspaper reported that the Next% could boost a runner's efficiency by 7 to 8 percent. 

Why did the author include this paragraph? 
(A) to give recognition to two runners who have broken long-standing records in their 

sport 



(B) to illustrate how significantly Nike's technology can improve runners' performance 
(C) to show why many competitive runners want to ban the technology used in Vaporfly 

shoes 
(D) to explain why so many runners have rushed to adopt shoes with advanced 

technological features 
 
Writing Prompt:  
Write a paragraph that explains the central idea of the text. Use at least two details from the 
article to support your response. 

  



ARTICLE 3- APRIL 13th -  
“Pro/Con: Is binge-watching a harmless pleasure or a harmful addiction?” 
The term "binge-watch" may seem like it's been around forever, but it was actually first used in 
2003. According to the Merriam-Webster dictionary, to binge-watch is "to watch many or all 
episodes of (a TV series) in rapid succession," meaning one after another. The phrase gained 
popularity in 2013. That year, Netflix released the full 13-episode season of the series "House of 
Cards" all at once. In 2015, "binge-watch" was declared the word of the year by Collins English 
Dictionary. The dictionary editors said use of the term had increased by 200 percent in 2014. 
Seventy-three percent of Americans admit to binge-watching. The number is even higher among 
Millennials (who were born between 1981 and 1996) and members of Generation Z (born 
between 
1995 and 2020). Ninety percent of Millennials have said that they binge-watch, as do 87 percent 
of 
Zs. Around 40 percent of viewers in these age groups binge-watch an average of six episodes of 
television in one sitting. That's about five hours at a time. 
Helen Newstead is the Head of Language Content at HarperCollins Publishing. She said that the 
rising popularity of the term "binge-watching" is a sign of the biggest change in people's viewing 
habits since the introduction of the videocassette recorder nearly 40 years ago. The videocassette 
recorder, or VCR, allowed viewers to record any show they wanted to watch later. This meant 
they 
no longer had to stay home to see it. 
Binge-watching has taken the world by storm. But is it a harmless pleasure or a harmful 
addiction? 
The pros and cons of binge-watching are explored below. 
PRO: Binge-watching leads to beneficial social connections 
Binge-watching creates a sense of community around a show. Experts refer to this community as 
a 
"shared cultural space." It's a form of common ground. It allows viewers to discuss and share 
their 
enjoyment of a show with everyone from a family member to a coworker to a stranger in line at 
the 
supermarket. 
Romantic relationships can also be strengthened by binge-watching together. Binge-watching 
creates a shared interest. It's a fun and easy way for couples to spend time together. 
Bingewatching can also help couples who may be having family issues or going through other 
problems. 
If couples see fictional characters experiencing similar troubles, they may be able to better 
understand their real-life issues. 
A study published in the Journal of Social and Personal Relationships found that binge-watching 
can also help people in long-distance relationships. Sharing the pretend world of a show helps 
long-distance couples connect. It allows them to recreate the experience of friendships they miss 
out on by not living in the same place. 
PRO: Binge-watching has health benefits, like stress relief 
According to psychiatrists, binge-watching releases a chemical called dopamine in the brain. 
Dopamine creates a feeling of pleasure. It can help people to relax and relieve stress. On top of 



that, psychologists say that finishing a series gives viewers feelings of control and power. This 
can 
be especially helpful for viewers who do not feel they are in control of their daily lives. 
John Mayer is a psychologist. He says, "We are all bombarded with stress from everyday living, 
and with the nature of today's world where information floods us constantly. It is hard to shut our 
minds down and tune out the stress and pressures." Binge-watching acts "like a steel door," he 
says. It "blocks our brains from thinking about those constant stressors that force themselves into 
our thoughts." 
In other words, binge-watching stops us from obsessing about the parts of our lives that stress us 
out. It gives our brains a break. 
PRO: Binge-watching makes a show more fulfilling 
While binge-watching, the viewer can experience the pleasure of full immersion in a story. Some 
call this being in "the zone." This is a satisfying feeling. It's similar to staying up all night to 
finish a 
really exciting book. 
Today, many shows are made for binge-watching. Consider the number of shows that Netflix 
releases as full seasons. "Stranger Things" is just one recent example.  
This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com. 
Watching many episodes at once can make it easier to follow the show's story. You are less 
likely to 
forget important details. As a result, shows made for binge-watching can be more complex than 
shows meant to be watched week by week. Binge-able shows can feature complicated storylines, 
changing relationships and many multidimensional characters. 
Steven Johnson is an author. He writes about media and popular culture. Johnson says watching 
these more-complex shows may actually make viewers smarter. Shows like this demand greater 
attention. Many require deep thought to process and understand. 
CON: Binge-watching leads to mental-health issues 
A University of Texas study found that binge-watchers were more likely to be depressed, lonely 
and have less self-control than those who do not binge-watch. Yoon Hi Sung was one of the 
authors of the study. She explained that when binge-watching becomes a habit, "viewers may 
start 
to neglect their work and their relationships with others. Even though people know they should 
not, they have difficulty resisting the desire to watch episodes continuously." 
Binge-watching can even lead to addiction. Dr. Renee Carr is a psychologist. She has pointed out 
that the human body "can become addicted to any activity or substances that consistently 
produce 
dopamine." In fact, she says, the same pathways in the brain that are activated by drug addiction 
are activated by an addiction to binge-watching. 
Another study found that, rather than relieving stress, binge-watching actually worsened stressful 
feelings like regret, guilt and personal failure. These feelings were tied to a sense of wasted time 
and inactivity. 
When that binge-watching session finally reaches it end, the viewer may even feel depressed or 
anxious because their favorite show is over. 
CON: Binge-watching leads to serious physical health problems 
Binge-watching requires sitting for hours and hours. This behavior has been linked to serious 



medical issues such as heart disease, cancer and blood clots. The frequent snacking that can 
accompany a binge-watching session can also be linked to weight gain and damaged arteries. 
One study found that binge-watching was related to poor sleep quality, fatigue and insomnia. 
Getting very invested in a series right before bed winds the viewer up rather than helping them 
calm down. Some viewers may be unable to sleep as a result. Others may choose binge-watching 
over sleep. One survey found that just over 45 percent of binge-watchers had stayed awake all 
night to binge-watch a show. 
CON: Binge-watching makes the show less fulfilling 
When viewers have to wait for the next episode of their favorite show, it may make them 
impatient. However, this experience can also be pleasurable. Damon Lindelof is the co-creator of 
"Watchmen" and other popular TV shows. He has said that when we binge-watch, we lose 
something: "That Christmas-morning feeling." The anticipation we used to feel simply "doesn't 
exist in binge culture," he said. In a binge-watching society, we lose the pleasure of looking 
forward to and guessing about what will happen next. 
This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com. 
On top of this, many shows are just not made for binge-watching. Consider plot points that 
repeat 
after a commercial break or at the beginning of a new episode. If someone binge-watches, they'll 
notice more repetition. Also, the viewer won't have time between episodes to really think about 
the 
show. One study found that binge-watching lowered levels of sustained memory. It also lowered 
viewers' self-reported enjoyment levels. 
 
QUIZ 
1 Which statement is a central idea of the article? 

(A) Binge-watching can have serious health consequences on viewers, such as increased 
anxiety and 
higher rates of heart disease and insomnia. 

(B) Studies indicate that binge-watching television is linked to improved social 
relationships and reduced 
feelings of stress and anxiety. 

(C) Most millennials regularly engage in binge-watching television, which is defined as 
watching many 
episodes or all of a series in quick succession. 

(D) Experts agree that binge-watching has effects on people's health, but they disagree on 
whether those 
effects are positive or negative. 
2 Which sentence from the article would be MOST important to include in summary of the 
article? 

(A) Around 40 percent of viewers in these age groups binge-watch an average of six 
episodes of television in one sitting. 

(B) According to psychiatrists, binge-watching releases a chemical called dopamine in 
the brain. 

(C) Johnson says watching these more complex shows may actually make viewers 
smarter. 



(D) The frequent snacking that can accompany a binge-watching session can also be 
linked to weight gain and damaged arteries. 
3 Read the paragraph from the introduction [paragraphs 1-4]. 
Seventy-three percent of Americans admit to binge-watching. The number is even higher 
among 
Millennials (who were born between 1981 and 1996) and members of Generation Z (born 
between 1995 and 2020). Ninety percent of Millennials have said that they binge-watch, as 
do 87 
percent of Zs. Around 40 percent of viewers in these age groups binge-watch an average of 
six 
episodes of television in one sitting. That's about five hours at a time. 
How does this paragraph contribute to the development of the main ideas of the article? 

(A) It provides context for the debate that follows by giving readers an idea of how many 
Americans bingewatch. 

(B) It compares the rate of binge-watching amongst different age groups of Americans. 
(C) It describes the people who are most likely to engage in frequent binge-watching. 
(D) It illustrates how quickly binge-watching emerged as Americans' main form of media 

consumption. 
4 How does the section "PRO: Binge-watching has health benefits, like stress relief" relate to the 
section "CON: Binge-watching leads to mental-health issues"? 

(A) The first section explains the possible psychological benefits of binge-watching, and 
the second section contradicts those claims. 

(B) Both sections support the idea that binge-watching is a serious threat to Americans' 
mental and physical health. 

(C) The first section introduces the idea that binge-watching can be positive, and the 
second section 
provides evidence to support that idea. 

(D) Both sections develop the idea that binge-watching is a dangerous habit that can have 
serious negative health consequences. 
 
Writing Prompt: 
Have you been binge-watching any shows? DO you think it has been helpful or harmful during 
these times? Explain. 
 



ARTICLE 4- APRIL 14th -  
“Why the Sky Is Far Away: A Nigerian Folktale” 
In the beginning, the sky was close to the Earth, and the people didn't have to work for their 
food. 
All they had to do was cut away a piece of sky to eat. It tasted delicious, like meat or corn or 
honey 
or anything else they felt like eating. Since they did not have to hunt for their food, all they did 
was 
weave and carve and tell stories all day. 
When the great King Oba wanted to give a party, his servants would cut out pieces of the sky and 
shape them into wonderful forms — animals, diamonds, leaves or flowers. 
But as time went on, the people forgot to appreciate the sky. They took their food for granted, 
and 
they became wasteful. They cut far more sky than they needed and threw what they didn't use 
onto 
the garbage heap. 
The sky became angry because of the waste and the people's ingratitude for his gift. One day, the 
sky grew very dark. The people were frightened. 
"Oba," a voice boomed above the king's palace. "Wasteful one, king of wasteful, ungrateful 
people. 
If you continue to waste food, you will have no more of the sky to cut." 
Oba was terrified. He sent messengers all over his kingdom. "Take only what you need," they 
warned. "The sky is angry because of your greed. Stop wasting the sky, or there will be trouble." 
For a while, the people were very careful. They cut only what they needed from the sky. They 
ate 
all they took. Nothing was thrown on the garbage heap. Nothing was wasted. 
Once every year there was a great festival in Oba's kingdom in celebration of his greatness. All 
the 
people looked forward to wearing their best clothes, dancing all day and night, and feasting on 
wonderful foods. 
Oba's servants prepared magnificent food. They pulled pieces of sky down and shaped them into 
flowers and animals and every imaginable form. They colored them and cooked them and placed 
them on huge platters so that the food looked tempting and inviting. 
The people came in gorgeous robes. Music played and everyone danced. Soon the people 
became 
hungry and started to eat. The food was so delicious that they ate and ate until everything was 
gone. But the people were greedy and wanted more, even though they were no longer hungry. 
They 
pulled down great quantities of the sky and gobbled them up. What they couldn't stuff into 
themselves, they threw on the garbage heap. Greedy and wasteful, they forgot all about the sky's 
warning. 
Suddenly, while the festival was still going on, the sky grew ominously dark. Thunder rumbled 
and 
roared, and fearsome knives of lightning sliced through the sky. 
"People of the Earth," the sky boomed, "you are wasteful and greedy. I warned you. I will no 



longer 
give you food. You will have to work to eat." 
The sky sailed up high above the Earth, far out of the reach of the tallest person. Ever since then, 
no one has been able to reach up and grab a piece of it, and the people must work hard on farms 
and in factories for their food. 
 
QUIZ 
1 Which event would be necessary to include in a summary of this story? 

(A) People dressed in beautiful robes for the party. 
(B) The sky warned the king to not waste food 
(C) The people loved to eat meat, corn and honey. 
(D) Farms and factories are used to make food today. 

2 What is the important idea about life that the king learns in the story? 
(A) Do not throw lavish parties. 
(B) It is best to work for yourself. 
(C) Do not be wasteful with food. 
(D) It is good to try new foods. 

3 Which sentence from the story shows the sky’s point of view about the people? 
(A) In the beginning, the sky was close to the Earth, and the people didn't have to work 

for their food. 
(B) But as time went on, the people forgot to appreciate the sky. 
(C) Suddenly, while the festival was still going on, the sky grew ominously dark. 
(D) "People of the Earth," the sky boomed, "you are wasteful and greedy." 

4 Is the story written in first person or third person? How do you know? 
(A) First person because the sky is telling the story. 
(B) First person because the narrator uses the word "I." 
(C) Third person because the narrator is not part of the story. 
(D) Third person because the king is telling the story. 
 

Writing Prompt:  
Describe in detail one character from the text. Explain how the character’s thoughts, words, or 
actions contribute to your understanding of the character and their role in the story.  



ARTICLE 5- APRIL 15th -  
“Jason Reynolds named National Ambassador for Young People's Literature” 
Jason Reynolds wants kids to love his stories, but he wants them to love their own stories more. 
The award-winning author, whom the Library of Congress announced on January 20, 2020, will 
be the seventh National Ambassador for Young People's Literature, plans to use his two-year 
appointment to listen as kids and teens — especially those in small towns — share those stories. 
Reynolds, a Washington, D.C.-area native and author of 13 books — including "Ghost," "Long 
Way 
Down" and "Look Both Ways: A Tale Told in Ten Blocks" — said he's excited about taking the 
role 
in a new direction. 
"What I don't want to do is be another mouthpiece that says kids need to read," he said. "I realize 
that literacy is important. I don't think telling them [that] works." 
Reynolds prefers promoting reading and writing by encouraging kids to talk. At school visits, he 
lets them ask questions — whatever they want 
"There's always a knucklehead who asks about what car I drive," he said. "That's okay. All of 
their 
questions are valid." 
Reynolds, 36, credits his mother with instilling in him and his siblings that even as children, their 
voices were important. 
"My mother allowed us to talk back," he said. "She validated my humanity. You're allowed to 
say 
that you disagree." 
Although not much of a reader as a child, Reynolds liked words. He discovered the poetry of rap 
music and began writing his own poems at age 9. He shared his efforts with family and by 16 
was 
participating in open-mic nights around Washington. 
A lot of kids and teens today, he said, aren't encouraged to do what he did — essentially "Grab 
the 
Mic: Tell Your Story," the name of his platform as ambassador. 
"I believe that young people — because they're not told that they have the space to speak up — I 
think they get a little resentful," Reynolds said. "I think that all they're looking for is respect." 
This is especially true, he said, of kids and teens from small towns, places with no literary scene 
or 
often even visits from authors like him. 
"I've been through there. I've been all over this country. They are always surprised that I'm 
there," 
Reynolds said. "They say, 'Why did you come here?' And I say, 'Why wouldn't I come here?'" 
Kids from small towns will have the opportunity to talk to Reynolds, asking him questions and 
relating their own experiences. With the help of the nonprofit organization StoryCorps, an oral 
history project started in 2003, those stories will be recorded and added to the American Folklife 
Center at the Library of Congress. 
Reynolds is working out the details of which towns he will visit over the next two years. He'll 
wear 
his medal as have previous ambassadors, including Jon Scieszka, Kate DiCamillo and, most 



recently, Jacqueline Woodson. But Reynolds plans to deputize hundreds of young storytellers. 
"I want to put the ambassador medal around their necks." 
 
Quiz 
1 Which answer choice MOST accurately characterizes Reynolds's reaction to becoming the 
National Ambassador for Young People's Literature? 

(A) He is honored to carry out the role in the tradition of others before him. 
(B) He is proud to be recognized as an important author worthy of the role. 
(C) He is excited to have the chance to share his writing with a wide audience through the 

role. 
(D) He is pleased to have the opportunity to approach the role in his own way. 

2 Which selection from the article BEST introduces Reynolds's personal background to the 
reader? 

(A) Reynolds prefers promoting reading and writing by encouraging kids to talk. At 
school visits, he lets them ask questions — whatever they want. 

(B) Reynolds, 36, credits his mother with instilling in him and his siblings that even as 
children, their voices were important. 

(C) A lot of kids and teens today, he said, aren't encouraged to do what he did — 
essentially "Grab the Mic: Tell Your Story," the name of his platform as ambassador. 

(D) "I've been through there. I've been all over this country. They are always surprised 
that I'm there," Reynolds said. "They say, 'Why did you come here?' And I say, 'Why wouldn't I 
come here?'" 
3 What is the author's MAIN purpose for including information about Reynolds's mother? 

(A) to provide context for Reynolds's belief that children should be encouraged to share 
their thoughts 

(B) to illustrate the strong literary influence she had on Reynolds 
(C) to emphasize that strong family relationships help develop a love of reading in 

children 
(D) to illustrate how a mother can be an inspiration to her children 

4 Which option BEST describes Reynolds's point of view about life in small towns? 
(A) Small towns tend to develop tighter-knit communities than cities. 
(B) Small towns offer fewer literary opportunities than cities do. 
(C) Small towns provide an ideal setting for creative expression. 
(D) Small towns usually inspire curiosity in children. 
 

Writing Prompt: ​ If you could meet Jason Reynolds what would you ask him? Why? 
 
  



Science Section 
Student Name: 
________________________________________ 
 Date: _____________ 
 
Course: ​Science  
Teacher: ​Patterson 
Teacher Office Hours: ​11-1  
Teacher Email: ​fpatterson@rhmail.org 
Other form of contact if help is needed:  
(843) 412 - 5520 
 
Instructions to complete the student packet: 
All work must be submitted ​Friday, ​ ​April 17th 

1. Day 1​: April 2nd 
a. Go to Discovery Education app in 

Launchpad/Classlink  
 
 

b. After you login, click on the video ​Plants​.

 
c. After watching the video, answer the questions in 

the assignment on Canvas: ​Day 1 --Discovery Ed 
Plants Video​. You can either use the text entry or 
upload a separate document (Word doc or picture). 



2. Day 2: ​ April 3rd 
a. Go to Discovery Education app in 

Launchpad/Classlink.  
b. After you login, click on the video ​Plant Structures ​. 
c. After watching the video, answer the questions in 

the assignment on Canvas: ​Day 2 --Discovery Ed 
Plant Structures Video ​. You can either use the text 
entry or upload a separate document (Word doc or 
picture). 

 



3. Day 3​: April 13th 
a. Go to Canvas and complete the ​Day 3 -- Vascular 

and Nonvascular Plants Edpuzzle ​. 
b. After, complete the ​Vascular and Nonvascular 

Plants Discussion. ​Make sure you follow all directions 
for the discussion.  

 

 
 

4. Day 4 ​: April 14th 
a. Go to Canvas and complete the ​Day 4 -- Pictures of 

Plants​. 
b. The directions from canvas are below: 

 



5. Day 5 ​: April 15th 
a. Read and answer the questions for ​Photosynthesis 

and Light​ in the assignment ​Day 5 -- Photosynthesis 
and Light 

b. You can either use the text entry or upload a 
separate document (Word doc or picture).  

6. Make-up Day ​: April 16th 
a. Complete any missing work. 

7. Make-up Day ​: April 17th 
a. Complete any missing work. 

 
  



Math 
 

Student Name: ___________________________________________  
Date: _____________ 
 
Course: ​Math  
Teacher: ​Ownbey 
Teacher Office Hours: ​1-3 
Teacher Email: ​mownbey@rhmail.org 
 
Instructions: 

1) Complete one Problem of the Day every day. Please, if possible, submit your 
answers with explanations of how you got your answers to the discussion 
board on Canvas. 

2) For each day, complete your remote learning problem set on paper (like you 
would work our Spiral HW problems) then scan your work and upload to the 
assignment in canvas. Please submit as you finish so I can keep grades up to 
date. If you do not have internet, for IXL and edpuzzles, there will be a 
worksheet for you to complete. 

3) April 2nd 
a) Problem of the day  
b) Remote learning 8 a day problem set 2.1 (scan and upload to canvas 

when complete) 
4) April 3rd 

a) Problem of the day  
b) Remote learning 8 a day 2.2 (scan and upload to canvas when 

complete) 
5) April 6th-10th Spring Break No assignments  
6) April 13th 

a) Problem of the day 
b) Input/Output function tables edpuzzle (worksheet in packet for those 

without internet) 
7) April 14th 

a) Problem of the day  
b) Input/Output IXL 5th grade C. 22, C.23, M. 14 (80 or better) (Worksheet in 

packet for those without internet) 
      8) April 15th 

a) Problem of the day 
b) Input/Output IXL 6th grade BB. 6a, BB. 6b (80 or better) (worksheet in 

packet for those without internet) 
     9)April 16th and 17th  

a) No new assignments, catchup on assignments from Round 2 
 



Problem of the Day Questions  
 
Thursday 4/2 
You and your neighbors are making trick or treat bags for the other kids in your neighborhood. 
You have 18 Blow Pops, 12 Airheads and 36 Jolly Ranchers. What is the largest amount of 
bags you can make with an equal amount in each bag? 
 
 
 
Friday 4/3 
Name the property used in each expression. 

1. 8 * 3 and 3 * 8 
2. 9(3 + 4) and 27 + 36 
3. (4 + 5) + 6 and 4 + (5 + 6) 

 
 
 
Monday 4/13 
Ben exercises every 12 days and Isabell exercises every 8 days. If they both exercise today, 
how many days will it be until they both exercise together again? 
 
 
 
Tuesday 4/14 
A developer was buying land. He bought 3 acres at $1,863 per acre. He then split the land he 
purchased into 9 lots. How much should he sell each lot for just to break even? 
 
 
 
Wednesday 4/15 
Solve the equations. 

1. 3x = 24 
2. 10 - x = 3 
3. x + 36 = 54 

 
 
 
Thursday 4/16 
Catch Up Day 
 
Friday 4/17 
Catch Up Day 
 



Remote Learning 8 a day problem set 2.1 
 
 

 
 

Thursday 4/2:    8-a day problem set 2.1 

Tim’s lunch bill was $50.50. He gave the 

waitress a 20% tip. What was the total he 

paid for lunch including tip. (hint: use 

is/of=%/100 to solve) 

 

What is x if x + 2y = 10 and y = 3? 

The area of a square is 25 cm . What is 2  

the length of the sides of the square? 

 

 

 A nutrition label indicates that one 

serving of apple crisp oatmeal has 2.5 

grams of fat. How many grams of fat 

are there in 3.75 servings? 

 

Simplify each fraction  

a. = ______9
45  

b. = ______72
64  

c. = ______5
25  

 A photograph is 5 ⅓ inches wide. It is 

being enlarged to 3 times its original 

size. What is the width of the enlarged 

photograph? 

 ​ A sloth spends of its life asleep. If5
4  

a sloth lives to be 28 years old. How 

many years does it spend asleep? 

 

 

The school auditorium holds 1,710 

people. There are 3 seats in each row. 

How many rows of seats are there in 

the auditorium? 

 

 
 

 
 
 

  



Remote Learning 8 a day 2.2 
 

Friday 4/3:    8-a day problem set 2.2 

A sheet of printer paper is 8.5 inches 

by 11 inches. What is the area of the 

paper? (explain the steps you use to 

get the answer) 

 

Find the GCF of the following numbers 

 

a. 45, 65 _________ 

b. 80, 100 ________ 

c. 12, 36 _________ 

What is the value of 13 x [4 + (8 – 2)] 

 

 

 ​David and 3 of his friends took a trip to 

Carowinds. The cost per ticket was $75.87. 

How much did it cost for them to get into 

the park?  

 

A pack of 10 pencils cost $5.50. How 

much does each pencil cost? 

If you pay with a $20 bill. How much 

change will you recieve. (NO 

CALCULATOR; SHOW ALL WORK) 

 At the flea market Jerry found 7 

buckets of LEGOs with each bucket 

containing 9,792 LEGO pieces. If he 

wanted to split the LEGO pieces into 6 

piles, how many pieces should he put 

into each pile? 

 ​  Use the power of 10 rules to divide 

each number. (Show how you moved the 

decimal) 

a. 4.2 100= _______÷  

b. 3.22 x 10= _______ 

c. 6.61 x 1000= ______ 

d. 7.73 10= _______÷  

 

The girl scouts are going to the pool. It 

will cost them $2.50 per person to go 

and there are 12 people going. What 

will the total cost be? 

(show all work; No calculator) 

 

 
 

  



Input/Output Tables Worksheet  1

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Input/output tables worksheet 2 

 
 
 
  



Input/Output Tables Worksheet 3 

 
 

 


