
TEACHER 
MAGAZINE
PROJECT



Magazine publishers, editors, and circulation directors know the importance of the cover image as both a newsstand impulse buy 
and as a brand. Eighty percent of consumer magazine newsstand sales are determined by what is shown on the cover, a fact that 
can mean the difference between a magazine’s success or failure over time.

The cover image and design reinforce the brand, an important identification factor, because the average reader spends only three 
to five seconds scanning a magazine cover before deciding whether to buy that issue. Magazine covers not only offer information 
about what’s inside a particular issue, they also provide significant cultural cues about social, political, economic, and medical trends.  
As both historical artifacts and marketing tools, magazine covers deserve closer study.

Requirements for Magazine Cover:

1. YOUR assigned TEACHER’s picture as the cover model

2. Issue Date, Issue Price, AND Barcode/UPC

3. 4-6 Article Teasers (make this something about them. What would we want to know about that teacher? What did you learn about 
them that was interesting? - no page numbers)

4. Title of the Magazine--You can use an existing magazine or create your own

5. Be creative and make your article teasers POP

6. (INSIDE or 2nd PAGE) Write feature piece on your teacher to HIGHLIGHT their BRAND. A nice, thoughtful and interesting feature 
article (fluff piece to “advertise” them)



INSTRUCTIONS
Goals

● Develop numerous skills such as marketing, 

creating content,  promotion, and print copy

● To learn more about our teachers

● To show our teachers we appreciate them!

● Have fun!

Tip

If you need something with a transparent 
background, look for the file type PNG. 

Guidelines:

NO Duplicate teachers.  Must submit teacher 
you’re using asap.

Your challenge is to create a magazine cover that is 
reminiscent of a famous or cool cover that already exists.  
The cover should be created to resemble an iconic 
magazine – EXCEPT, the teacher is the cover model. (See 
examples if needed.) 

You will choose a new title for your magazine.  (The title 
should be a twist on the original magazine name.) The rest 
of the cover should be created in a similar fashion.

Remember your target market. (Appropriate visuals and 
language!)

Lastly, the cover must be Creative and Entertaining!
Please bring in appropriate pictures to add to your 
cover.

Develop a promotional magazine cover about your assigned teacher.  This will provide a platform for you to TELL YOUR TEACHER’S STORY.



STEP-BY-STEP
Step 1: Pick Your Teacher (No DUPLICATES)

Step 2: Deciding on a Magazine Cover

Step 3: Brainstorming Questions & Ideas

Step 4: Interview Your Teacher

Step 5: Take Your Teacher’s Picture

Step 6: Create Your Magazine Cover

Step 7: Write Your Feature Article About the Teacher

To develop a promotional magazine cover about your assigned teacher.  This will provide a platform for you to TELL YOUR TEACHER’S STORY.

Step 8: Peer Review & Constructive Feedback AND 

Resubmit Magazine with Updates

Step 9: Mrs. Martinez Grades Your Magazine Cover and 

Article

Step 10: Final Touches

Step 11: Print 2 Copies

Step 12: Deliver Magazine to Teacher



GRADING RUBRIC
Critical Elements

Exemplary
100%

Proficient
85%

Needs 
Improvement 

55%
Not Evident

0%
Total 

Points

Teacher’s Picture
--good lighting
--shows good features of teacher
--Photo is good quality (can be color or b/w)

Included ALL 
of the critical 

elements

Left out 1-2 
items

Left out 3 or 
more

Did not 
include any 
of the items

Cover Details
--Issue Date  AND Issue Price
--Barcode/UPC
--Professional Quality
--Used a variety of text and graphics without looking too messy
--Appropriate layering of graphics, picture, and text
--Used right amount of colors so all can be seen

Included ALL 
of the critical 

elements

Left out 1-2 
items

Left out 3 or 
more

Did not 
include any 
of the items

Article Teasers on Front Cover
--minimum of 4 (you can have more)
--Are the teasers interesting? Get your attention? Creative, fun twist? 
--No page numbers     --Do the teasers POP?
--Are there enough to fill the cover but too many to make it look messy?

Included ALL 
of the critical 

elements

Left out 1-2 
items

Left out 3 or 
more

Did not 
include any 
of the items

Title of Magazine
--Original Title
--Spin on a Popular Magazine title
--Creative     --Bold, eye-catching font - big enough to be seen, focal piece

Included ALL 
of the critical 

elements

Left out 1-2 
items

Left out 3 or 
more

Did not 
include any 
of the items

Feature Article
--Does the article shine the teacher in a positive light?
--Did we learn something about them?

Included ALL 
of the critical 

elements

Left out 1-2 
items

Left out 3 or 
more

Did not 
include any 
of the items

TOTAL SCORE
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FEATURE ARTICLE 
RESOURCES



INSTRUCTIONS

I DO NOT want the feature article to be just a question 
and a typed answer. You will need to meet with your 
teacher and ask them some questions and have a 
conversation with them. You will then need to write up 
the feature story.

If you need help...

--- see below some resources on writing a feature article

-- I've also attached some images of feature story 
examples

-- https://app.emaze.com/@AOLCIOLQ#1 

FOR THE FEATURE STORY:

-- When you write it, it needs to be in a standard format 
for magazines using columns, stand out quotes, images, 
etc

-- Does your Magazine Cover template have additional 
pages that go along with it? If not, I would recommend 
using the "newsletter" templates in Canva. Newsletter 
templates have more than one page per template you 
can choose from.

https://app.emaze.com/@AOLCIOLQ#1


Qualities of a Feature Story



Prewriting Questions: “What Makes You Interesting?”



Sample Leads for Feature Stories



Reviewer Response Sheet - Feature Story



Reviewer Response Sheet - Feature Story



Helpful Websites on Feature Articles

5 Tips of How to Write a Captivating Feature Article

How to Write Feature Stories

Types of Feature Stories

How to Write a Feature Article

Tips on Writing a Good Feature Article

How to Write an Amazing Feature Article 

ARTICLES WRITTEN by STUDENTS

FOR THE FEATURE STORY:

-- When you write it, it needs to be in a standard format 
for magazines using columns, stand out quotes, images, 
etc

-- Does your Magazine Cover template have additional 
pages that go along with it? If not, I would recommend 
using the "newsletter" templates in Canva. Newsletter 
templates have more than one page per template you 
can choose from.

https://www.masterclass.com/articles/tips-for-writing-a-captivating-feature-article#5-tips-for-writing-a-captivating-feature-article
https://www.thoughtco.com/all-about-writing-feature-stories-2074355
https://www.thoughtco.com/different-kinds-of-feature-stories-you-can-write-2074322
https://www.wikihow.com/Write-a-Feature-Article
https://grammar.yourdictionary.com/grammar-rules-and-tips/tips-on-writing-a-good-feature-for-magazines.html
https://www.matrix.edu.au/how-to-write-a-amazing-feature-article/
https://www.iup.edu/journalism/undergrad/students/feature-stories/


Feature Article Examples

Human Interest  “Diana‟s Ring Seals Prince William‟s 
Marriage Plans”

Personal Profile or Q&A Article  “Who Is the Merchant of 
Death?”

Top 5 or Top 10 “Round Up” Article  “5 Myths About the 
Flu”

How-To Article  “How to Talk to Your Kids About 
Depression, Burnout”

How-To-Article  “Holiday Dishes Fit For a Diabetic”

Inspirational Article  “Teen Who Lost Weight Included in 
New National Registry”

Inspirational Article  “Local Marine Tells His Story of 
Struggle, Perseverance”

Human Interest  “„Abbey Road‟, „Let It Be‟ climbing the 

iTunes charts”

Human Interest  “Adopted Teen Counts Blessings at 

Thanksgiving”

Humor or Satire  “I‟m Dreaming of a Cheapskate 

Christmas”

Humor or Satire  “Fee Monster Attacks Students”

Personal Essay (1st person POV)  “Time of the Year to 

Count Blessings”

Historical Article  “American Indian Sailed To Europe 

With Vikings?”

http://www.nytimes.com/2010/11/17/world/europe/17royal.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/11/17/world/europe/17royal.html
http://edition.cnn.com/2010/CRIME/11/17/new.york.bout.profile/
http://edition.cnn.com/2010/CRIME/11/17/new.york.bout.profile/
https://usatoday30.usatoday.com/yourlife/health/medical/coldflu/2010-11-15-myths-flu_N.htm
https://usatoday30.usatoday.com/yourlife/health/medical/coldflu/2010-11-15-myths-flu_N.htm
https://usatoday30.usatoday.com/yourlife/health/medical/depression/2010-11-14-kids-burnout_N.htm
https://usatoday30.usatoday.com/yourlife/health/medical/depression/2010-11-14-kids-burnout_N.htm
http://www.usatoday.com/yourlife/food/cooking-recipes/2010-11-17-diabetescookbooks17_St_N.htm
http://www.usatoday.com/yourlife/fitness/2010-11-15-teen-registry_N.htm
http://www.usatoday.com/yourlife/fitness/2010-11-15-teen-registry_N.htm
https://www.loudountimes.com/news/update-local-marine-tells-his-story-of-struggle-perseverance/article_e8ec3d52-3d45-585d-a6bf-75578cadf401.html
https://www.loudountimes.com/news/update-local-marine-tells-his-story-of-struggle-perseverance/article_e8ec3d52-3d45-585d-a6bf-75578cadf401.html
http://www.cnn.com/2010/TECH/web/11/16/beatles.itunes.update/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2010/TECH/web/11/16/beatles.itunes.update/index.html
https://southfieldtimes.org/archives/2010/11/12/adopted-teen-counts-blessings-at-thanksgiving/
https://southfieldtimes.org/archives/2010/11/12/adopted-teen-counts-blessings-at-thanksgiving/
http://www.cnn.com/2010/LIVING/11/15/cheap.christmas.romans/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2010/LIVING/11/15/cheap.christmas.romans/index.html
https://thebrasilero1.wordpress.com/2013/02/10/fee-monster-attacks-students/
http://www.usatoday.com/news/opinion/forum/2010-11-26-column26_ST2_N.htm
http://www.usatoday.com/news/opinion/forum/2010-11-26-column26_ST2_N.htm
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/science/article/101123-native-american-indian-vikings-iceland-genetic-dna-science-europe
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/science/article/101123-native-american-indian-vikings-iceland-genetic-dna-science-europe

















