ACTIVITY: Tallest Tower
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GROUP TOPIC: Teamwork
GROUP FOCUS: To work as a team and to problem solve as a team.
MATERIALS:

100 straw per team
1 roll of masking tape per team
Watch
Ruler or measuring tool
     
     
     
     
     
GROUP DESCRIPTION: Divide the group into teams and hand out the straws and tape. Instruct the group that they must build a tower utilizing only the materials given. The tower must be free standing (it cannot be attached to a wall, table, or chair), but may be taped to the floor. Give each team 5 minutes to create a plan. Then give each team 25 minutes to build. Once the time is up, determine which team's tower is the tallest. Measure only straight from the ground. If the tower leans, the part leaned over does not count. No team member can hold the tower up for measuring.
POSSIBLE DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. Was having a planning period before beginning to build helpful?
2. Did everyone on the team contribute to the build? If so, how? If not, why?
3. What things did the group do to show teamwork?
4. Did anyone stand out in the group as a leader? Who?
5. What are some things you could have done differently to make your tower taller?
6. When in your life is it important to use teamwork?
