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Background

The English Language Arts (ELA) program at the elementary school level includes the
Journeys program, published by Houghton Mifflin, copyright 2017, and adopted by Abington
School District in 2017 for use in grades K-5. There is a need to update the instructional
materials as the program is being discontinued. Further, there is a continued need for a
comprehensive program that addresses the disciplines delineated in the Pennsylvania’s Core
Standards for English Language Arts while also addressing the need for knowledge-building
and foundational skills referenced in the science of reading research.

An Elementary English Language Arts (ELA) committee is recommended to be established to
review our pedagogical approach to teaching ELA, the content addressed, and the
methodology utilized in the teaching and learning of ELA for students in grades K-5, to
recommend appropriate instructional materials, to identify needs for professional learning, and
to propose an implementation plan for the new materials.

Committee Charge

The Elementary ELA Committee will undertake a comprehensive review of the content
addressed by state standards and make specific recommendations with regard to instructional
materials for ELA. In the formulation of its recommendations, the committee is directed to
consider:

e Chapter 4 mandates, PA Academic and Core Standards for English Language Arts, and
the PDE Curriculum Framework for ELA

e Research related to evidence-based instructional practices and the essential
components of ELA instruction, including methodology of content delivery

e Equitable practices and the diverse needs of our student population

Professional development and parent/guardian resources

e Print and digital materials that integrate with existing systems



Committee Tasks and Responsibilities

1.

Review Chapter 4 mandates, PA Academic and Core Standards for English Language
Arts, and the PDE Curriculum Framework for ELA including reading, writing, speaking
and listening.

Review educational research and literature to determine evidence-based instructional
practices and the essential components of ELA instruction.

Develop an understanding of the pedagogical approach best suited to meet the learning
needs of Abington students; establish priorities and review evaluation criteria.

Evaluate selected programs with respect to the criteria and guidelines established for
the committee, with attention to comprehensiveness of program, methodology of content
delivery, instructional framework designed to diverse learning needs, and technology
integration.

Develop an implementation plan that addresses curriculum, instruction, and assessment
as well as professional development for effective integration of the new ELA program
and a long-range plan for continued support and monitoring.

Prepare a report that reflects the recommendations of the committee with respect to
instructional materials, program implementation, and professional development.

Time Frame

November 2023 Committee appointed
December 2023 — January 2024 Tasks 1, 2, and 3
February 2024 — May 2024 Tasks 3 and 4

October 2024 — November 2024 Tasks 4, 5, and 6
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