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Welcome to the summer 2015 edition of Thoughts from the Language Literacy Lab, a newsletter with communication tips for families of students at Barnstable Intermediate School.   As the school year comes to a close I want to thank all of you for your efforts toward helping your students with their communication skills development outside of the school setting.  It has been a pleasure working with your students and watching their communication skills and confidence grow.  Best wishes to all of the seventh graders as they continue their academic career next year at Barnstable High School and I look forward to seeing our current sixth grade students return in September.  I hope all you all have a safe and fun-filled summer vacation! 
Parents play a major role in their children’s speech and language development throughout the summer vacation, too!  Everyday home activities can provide opportunities for you and your student to practice and reinforce the speech and language skills they have learned over their school year.  

Students enrolled in the Language Literacy Lab at BIS have recently been practicing making observations and inferences using pictures.  The activity quickly became a favorite with students and can easily be incorporated into family activities at home.  Each week, students are shown a picture and asked to make three observations and three inferences.  Students have learned that observations are based on what they can see, hear, touch, taste, or smell.  Since we are working with pictures, students must write down what they see in the picture (the facts that can be proven).  After making their observations, students then write down three inferences that are supported by their observations.  They have learned that inferences are based on observations plus their own background knowledge, so they are assertions based on interpretations of the facts.  The activity provides an excellent opportunity for gaining practice with understanding and expressing what is directly observable, as well as what is indirectly ‘shown’ in the pictured information.  
Below is a sample picture to use.  (Sample responses can be found at the end of this newsletter.)  We have been asking students to write their observations and inferences and they could continue collect responses in a notebook or journal over the summer.  You may want to share the writing task, taking turns as your student dictates a response that you write, followed by the student writing his/her own response.  Practicing the skill verbally is fine, too!  Family photos, newspaper or magazine pictures, calendar pictures, or images from online sources can be used.  Pictures that are unusual, humorous or spark your student’s personal interests are the best sources for engaging him/her in the activity and prompting the most detailed observations and inferences.  
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Encourage your student to provide elaborated sentences, including descriptive adjectives, adverbs and topic specific vocabulary.  If your student is struggling with providing written responses, have them respond orally and then encourage them to add more descriptive details by asking questions (i.e., what color, how many, what size, where is the picture or action happening, when is it happening).  When using images of people, cue your student to describe facial features and body language in their observations, then use the descriptions to label the appropriate emotion (i.e., observations: eyes wide open, eyebrows up, teeth clenched and mouth closed, tense body; inference: the person is afraid).  
The goal of the activity is for students to develop their descriptive language abilities through making detailed observations, and their ability to make logical, appropriate inferences based on the evidence/details they observe.  Practicing these skills through pictured, literal level information helps students form a foundation for identifying observations from information they “see” (visualize) when reading text.  Students must develop the ability to make observations in the paragraphs and longer text that they read, and then use the evidence from the text to formulate logical inferences and predictions.   
As always, I hope you have fun trying out these suggestions over the summer with your student(s). 
Have a safe a safe and fun-filled summer!

Dog Picture Sample Responses   (Please note that these are not the only acceptable responses.  The students have been asked to provide three observations and three inferences during their sessions, although additional responses are shown in the example below.  Accept any accurate responses your student offers, but encourage and reinforce responses that indicate understanding of the main idea and key supporting details.)
3 Observations:
1) A dog is sitting on a step, holding a rolled up newspaper in his mouth.
2) The dog is sitting straight and tall with its head held high.
3) There is a large pile of newspapers next to him on the step.

4) The door behind the dog is open.

3 Inferences
1) The dog collected many newspapers from the neighborhood and brought them home to its owners’ house.
2) The dog is proud and thinks its owner will be pleased that he/she has brought all the newspapers home to their doorstep.
3) The dog was trained to fetch the newspaper in the morning and bring it into the house.

4) The dog’s owners left the front door ajar so he/she could go outside and retrieve the paper. 

